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Join Orinda In
Action on April 16

By FRAN MILLER
Staff Writer

Many Orindans generously volunteer
their time for various causes through-

out the Bay Area, and even internation-
ally. For those who wish to help out a bit
closer to home, Orinda In Action provides
a simple way to get involved. The third
annual community service day takes place
Saturday, April 16 from 9 a.m. to noon, and
all Orindans are invited to take part in the
effort to keep Orinda beautiful.

“Orinda In Action Community Service
Day provides opportunities for community
volunteers to accept the challenge to beau-
tify our city by lending a hand in cleaning
up our city,” says the event’s creator and
former mayor Sue Severson. “It is one day
to focus on improving our own cherished
town, and every little bit we undertake
makes a difference for the better.”

As the event continues to establish itself,
2011 co-chairs April Webber and Jessica
Smith expect participation rates to increase
from last year. “The event began in 2009,
with 300 volunteers completing 19 proj-
ects,” says Smith. “In 2010, 500 volunteers

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Volunteers from last year’s Orinda In Action get
ready to fill up their garbage bags.

completed 25 projects, and this year we
hope to continue to grow in both volunteers
and projects, allowing us the opportunity to

enhance and enrich our community.”
Residents are encouraged to accept the
challenge of cleaning up Orinda, first by
identifying cleanup projects, and then
volunteering to participate in the cleanup
effort. In partnership with the Parks and
Recreation Department, local garden clubs
and Friends of Orinda Creeks, projects
have included parks and school grounds
improvement, litter pick up and graffiti
removal, creek restoration, and planting of
[SEe ACTION page 18]

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

Tickets are going fast for the April
premiere of Too Perfect, the coming-
of-age movie written, produced, directed
and starring a host of Orinda residents. The
film is scheduled for April 29 at 7 p.m. and
May 1 at4 and 7 p.m. at the Orinda Theatre.

Julie Rubio wrote, directed, and along
with fellow Orinda resident Ramona Mara-
monte and Bay Area resident Jody Wirt,
produced the film. The story follows five
Orinda teens who have just finished the last
day of school and are looking forward to
summer vacation unaware of circumstances
within their families that will change their
lives forever. The young adults in the film
deal with divorce, a parent’s unexpected
pregnancy, a mother’s battle with cancer,
and the death of a grandparent. “I’ve
watched how my own teenaged son and his
friends deal with the various challenges that
come their way and how they really support
one another,” explains Rubio.

Rubio wanted to cast locally whenever
possible and was fortunate to fill the ma-
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A number of local teens have principle roles in the new film Too Perfect. (L-R) Lindsey Watters, Mia

Harnett, Tessa Hanson, and Elijah Stavena.

jority of the roles right here in Orinda. Of
the 18 principle roles, 16 are from Orinda
plus close to 100 Miramonte students were
used as extras when the film shot at the high
school. “We used so many Orinda loca-
tions — from Table 24 to Republic of Cake
to Miramonte High School,” Rubio adds.
Rubio’s 14-year-old son Elijah is in the

GINA

film as well as his close friend 14-year-old
Tessa Hanson. Both attend Orinda Inter-
mediate School. “My character is similar
to myself but more serious,” says Elijah.
“I made sure I was really prepared before
filming, but sometimes doing a scene over
and over from all the different camera

[See PERFECT page 18]
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173 MAIDEN LANE, SAN FRANCISCO

1255 §. MAIN STREET, WALNUT CREEK
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VISUAL ARTS

The Orinda Arts Council
Congratulates 2011 VAC Winners

By JANE GREENTHAL
Contributing Writer

ow in its eight year, the Visual Arts

Competition (VAC), sponsored by
the Orinda Arts Council (OAC), provided
nearly a 150 high school students the op-
portunity to publicly exhibit their art and
submit their work for judging by an es-
teemed panel of accomplished, professional
artists. At the artist and winners reception
on March 9, the OAC proudly announced
its winners in the categories of 2D, 3D and
Photographic Art:

Bloomin’
Designs
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Unique Floral Designs
by Soheyla Komeili

(925) 255-3704
bloomindesigns@
comcast.net
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2D Winners:

1st Place — Connor Ludwig, 12th grade,
Campolindo

2nd Place — David Patty, 11th grade,
Acalanes

3rd Place — Laurel Rogers, 12th grade,
Orinda Academy

Honorable Mentions:

Krista Waugh, 10th grade, Miramonte

Dana Dean, 12th grade, Bentley

Hannah Laher, 11th grade, Miramonte
3D Winners:

1st Place — Naveed Edalati, 12th grade,
Miramonte

[SEe WINNERS page 18]

DAVID DIERKS
Students who attended the OAC reception included: (L to R) Krista Waugh (Honorable Mention 2D), Mia
Taapken (1st Place Photography), Sarah Manley (Best in Show), and Ryan Tucci (Honorable Mention 3D).

OUSD Hth Annual Arts Ambassadors Exhibit Bursts with Color

By ELANA O'LOSKEY
Staff Writer

he Fifth Annual Arts Ambassadors

Exhibit at the Orinda Library Gallery
begins on April 1 and runs through the
end of the month. The non-juried exhibit
showcases the artwork of over 200 first
through eighth graders in the Orinda Union
School District (OUSD). Each child who
participates in the exhibit is named an
“Arts Ambassador” and receives a ribbon
in recognition.

This year the exhibit has expanded to
double the original size due to the inclu-
sion of both a boy and girl from each of the
70+ classes from local schools. The event
is generously sponsored by the Orinda
Arts Council’s (OAC) School Committee,
which advocates strong arts curriculum in
all Orinda schools.

An artists’ reception will be held on April
20 from 4-6 p.m. with light refreshments
served. For the first time ever, students
from the Glorietta Music Department will
perform at the reception. Boys and girls
from about 70 classes in the (K-5) Del Rey
Elementary, Glorietta Elementary, Sleepy
Hollow Elementary, and Wagner Ranch
Elementary Schools, and the Orinda Inter-
mediate School (Grades 6-8) will exhibit
their work. All are invited to attend the
artists’ reception.

The OAC continues to help make this
event possible and also contributes art
workbooks and sketchbooks to the OUSD
elementary school art program. EFO
(Educational Foundation of Orinda) funds
allow OUSD to provide a robust visual
arts program. See www.orindaefo.org for
more information or to become involved.
The OAC and EFO invite the public to at-

tend the show to see a good use of funding
decisions.

The indefatigable district visual art
teachers — Linda Kam, Hillery Paterson,
Susan Weiss and Susan Zib — devote a
huge amount of their time to make this
exhibit possible. “Art programs have been
cut everywhere, and this is one of the last
programs still in place,” says Hillery Pa-
terson, OUSD art coordinator. There are
plans in the works to display photos of the
art on the OAC website —look in the OUSD
Art Ambassador Exhibit section at www.
orindaartscouncil.org.

Check out the exhibit the next time you
stop by the Orinda Library Gallery during
normal library hours: Monday — Thursday,
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
at 23 Orinda Way. Call 254-2814 for more
information.

2 Wilder Road, Orinda, CA 94563

Wilder is coming to life.

It won't be long before the porch lights will be lit. The patios and terraces will be filled with friendly
conversation. The spectacular valley views will be taken in for the very first time.

WILDER
o i

Contact Gerry Bakalian or Robin Rogers for a tour of homes and sites now available.

And the neighborhood will begin to show the first signs of new life.

Welcome to Wilder. Where the casual style is pure Orinda. The schools are topnotch. The weather is
nearly perfect. The city is just 25 minutes away via BART And the opportunity is truly one of a kind.

925-254-9900 orindawildercom

Developer/seller reserves the right to change features and amenities withouwt notice. Pricing and availahility subject tochange @
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ORINDA ASSOCIATION

The Greater Good

"m grateful when The Orinda News read-

ers let me know what they think about my
column. Their critiques are usually favor-
able (but not always). Recently, a friend
from church paid me what I consider a
great compliment. She called me “Orinda’s
biggest cheerleader.” Thanks!

I enjoy recognizing and spotlighting all
the good things that so many people in this
community are doing. My motive is to
encourage all Orindans to think about what
they can do — what they can give back — to
make this community even better and more
livable for all of us.

One of my avocations is World War II
history. While I love to learn more about
the battles, the commanders, the tactics
and the weapons, I’m also intrigued by
what happened on the home front — how
Americans across the country pulled to-
gether and made real sacrifices to help our
fighting forces thousands of miles away
achieve victory.

While I know Orinda today is a very
different place than it was nearly 70 years
ago, and we’re not in the midst of a world
war, I still think it’s time for all of us to
pull together and make decisions and take
actions that will promote the greater good.

It’s natural to focus our attention and
concern on the challenges and problems
facing, first, our families and, second, our
neighborhoods. Quite often, those chal-
lenges and problems are related to traffic
and roads. There’s frequently too much
of the former and not enough of the latter.

Atrecent Orinda Traffic Safety Advisory
Committee (TSAC) meetings, my fellow
committee members and I have listened
to concerns from several neighborhood
groups, most along or adjacent to Moraga
Way. Of course, one of TSAC’s primary
purposes is to help neighbors address and
find solutions to their concerns about traffic
safety issues. But we recognized a pat-
tern — and we know that traffic on Moraga
Way is a challenge that can’t be met one
neighborhood at a time. We’ve observed
that trying to do so would just be, almost
literally, “kicking the can down the road.”

A Message From the OA President

Mark Roberts

Since Miramonte High School is located
just off Moraga Way along the southern
border of Orinda, virtually every high
school student in Orinda has to travel some
distance along Moraga Way to get to their
school. For students from the El Toyonal
and Sleepy Hollow neighborhoods, for
example, it’s all the way down Moraga Way
— or along side streets that, quite frankly,
lead to traffic safety concerns from resi-
dents along those streets, especially when
traffic is heavy and the first period bell is
about to ring.

Of course, students heading to Mira-
monte in the morning aren’t the only con-
tributors to traffic issues on Moraga Way.
There are many moving parts that need to
be considered. With that in mind, TSAC
will hold a public workshop to discuss the
big picture on Tuesday, April 26 at 7 p.m.
in the Founders Auditorium of the Orinda
Community Center. Please plan to attend
and participate so that we can determine
how we can best work together for the
greater good.

amboni’s

PIZZA CO.

presenting
- Regular & Chicago style pizza
- Fresh, high quality ingredients
- Gourmet specialities
- Pizza by the slice at lunch
- Salads
- Fast, free, on time delivery for

lunch, dinner, parties and

special events

1 Camino Sobrante, Suite 4
254-2800

Open 7 days 11-10 p.m. Monday - Saturday
11-9 p.m. Sunday

Moraga Way Traffic Workshop

Sponsored by Orinda Traffic Safety Advisory Committee

Tuesday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m.
Orinda Community Center
Founders’ Auditorium

The Orinda Association
The Orinda Association is a nonprofit corporation dedicated to:
¢ Maintaining and improving the quality of life in Orinda;
¢ Promoting awareness and discussion of issues that are important to the community;
e Encouraging and recognizing volunteer efforts to enhance the beauty, character, and
security of Orinda.

PO. Box 97
26 Orinda Way (Lower Level Library)
Orinda, California 94563
Phone: 254-0800 Fax: 254-8312
www.orindaassociation.org
Officers

BOARD MEMBERS
Chris Laszcz-Davis
Bill Waterman

Mark Roberts
Steve Meagher
Jim Luini
Cindy Powell

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
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Association
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PLAY ULTIMATE POOL

$23,000 BEAUTY WHEN NEW.
MAKE YOUR OFFER AT $5,500!
Only one fortunate game room will have this treasure!

You never know what treasures
Hilton House Consign/Design & Estate Liquidations
will have!

925-254-1113

21 Orinda Way, Orinda CA 94563 ® www.hiltonhousedesigns.com
Hours: Mon-Sat, 10:00 a.m. - 5:30ish

Consignments taken daily - no appointment necessary. Resale welcome.

Accnriatinn

The 4th of July
Event Needs You!

Join the Orinda Association’s volunteer team to make this 4th of July Celebration the
best ever!

The Orinda Association has been sponsoring and coordinating this event for many, many
years and has detailed information for all volunteers. This is a great way to make new
friends and renew old friendships. Join us for a lot of fun and make this 4th of July the
best ever for your community. Here are some of the positions we would love you to fill!

Decorations Coordinator - Make the Community Center and parade route better than
ever with colorful balloons, flags, and more. Last year’s coordinator will be on hand to
help you get started! Need to be present on July 3 and 4.

Marketing Coordinator - Work on logo design for posters and banners and, along
with other volunteers, distribute posters and banners to businesses in the Lamorinda Area.

Banners’ Coordinator - Families and businesses love to buy banners that hang
throughout Orinda from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Last year’s coordinator will be on
hand to help!

Kids in the Park Co-Chair - What could be more fun than planning games and enter-
tainment for the kids? You’ll co-chair with someone who has done this for years and is
such fun to work with. Need to be present on July 3 and 4.

If you are interested in any of the above, email event chairpersons Chris Laszcz-Davis
at chrisld @eq-organization.com or Mark Roberts at roberts-on-muth @comcast.net.

The OA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization and your membership donation is tax
deductible to the extent of the law. THANKS for your support!

CASA ORINDA

RESTAURANT

Dinner served nightly from 4 p.m.

925.254.2981 = 20 Bryant Way = Orinda, CA 94563
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EDITORIAL

Letters to the Editor

No Left Turn On
Undeserved Privilege

All taxpayers are not treated equal. Take
Ivy Drive residents as an example. They pay
property taxes like we all do, but they get
preferential treatment. Even though they
live in the Ivy Drive loop going to Mira-
monte High School and also, what the City
of Orinda considers a collector street and
feeder to two schools, they decide who goes
through “their” street and who does not.
They decided, sometime ago, that they do
not want Miramonte High School traffic go-
ing through “their” street in the mornings.

So, they went to the City Council and the
city granted them a No Left Turn restric-
tion on "their” street. They did not want
students parking on “their” street and the
city granted them restrictive parking on
Ivy Drive.

They got privileges they did not deserve
at the expense of the city taxpayers, that not
only pay property taxes, but pay school par-
cel taxes and end up restricted from using
a public street and get tickets if they dare
to do so. Is that fair?

The No Left Turn restriction went up on
Southwaite Court, to insure that Ivy Drive
was fully blocked from traffic going back
to “their” street. It is worth a mention that
left turns are still legal on Leslee Lane?

— Maria Campos

Ivy Drive.

Clarifying No Left Turn Sign On
Ivy Drive

The No Left Turn sign onto Ivy Drive
was originally (appox. 2002) placed there to
make the Ivy Drive neighborhood reason-
ably safe for one hour per day. The majority
of the 527 plus households in the Ivy Drive
neighborhood support the sign.

The Ivy Drive Neighborhood Group
initiated the dialogue between the City of
Orinda and the school districts in response
to reckless driving, speeding, cut through
traffic, disregard of traffic signs, and il-
legal maneuvers that were creating a very
dangerous environment in a neighborhood
never designed for the 850+ car trips daily.

The Ivy Drive Neighborhood Group
petitioned our State Senator for funding
and secured $600,000 for improvements in
2001. The money was used to construct the
bus turnout at OIS, improve traffic flow at
Miramonte by reconfiguring the stop light
at South Ivy / Moraga Way, improve street
markings, put in stop signs and a turnout in
the Del Rey area, improve street markings
and improve traffic flow at Glorietta, put
in the bulb out on Ivy Drive at Descanso,
and put in additional signage where needed.

The No Left Turn Sign was initiated to
keep vehicles out of the Ivy Drive Neigh-
borhood for one hour per day, 7 am. — 8
a.m. This was the hour when the most
speeding, reckless driving, or illegal ma-
neuvers were observed. Since that time,

the entire neighborhood has become much
younger with a significantly larger number
of children, many of whom walk to Del
Rey, OIS and Miramonte. Safety is why
the No Left Turn Sign was placed at North
Ivy Drive.

The placement of the No U-Turn Sign
on Moraga Way was suggested in 2005-
2006. It was implemented this year after
a number of the 20 homes on Southwaite
Ct. complained about illegal U-turns on
their street.

However, without police to enforce the
No U-Turn and No Left Turn signs, the
traffic signs will not be observed, viola-
tions will occur, and residents will be at
risk. Until a comprehensive plan can be
implemented, the solutions to the traffic
dangers in the Ivy Drive Neighborhood will
be stopgap measures.

In 1987, Wilbur Smith and Associates
did a comprehensive traffic study. It made
some great recommendations that would
benefit the entire city which were never
implemented. Another solution is ask-
ing the school districts to change the bell
schedules, which would spread traffic out
more evenly from 7:30 — 8:45 a.m.

Safety has been, and continues to be, the
number one concern for the majority of the
residents in the Ivy Drive Neighborhood.

— T Silveira

Start Lottery to Fix Potholes
There are too many potholes in Orinda
(and other cities). In order not to burden
taxpayers, I would like to suggest that
the city consider a lottery. A percentage
of the proceeds, 50 percent for example,
will go to cover winning tickets. The bal-
ance will be for repaving our roads and to
cover the expenses of organizing the lottery.
Concerned citizens may want to consider
setting a non-profit organization if this is
legally possible.
— Suzanne Feinberg

Citizens Committee Needed

This letter is to encourage the City
Council to approve the request for a
citizen’s committee to fully investigate
our emergency services, both function
and cost. While MOFD has provided us
much improved service for 13 years, the
cost of that service is disproportionate, if
not excessive. Beyond whether Orinda is
paying more than its fair share (we hear
claims from both sides) is whether the ser-
vices are being cost effectively provided.
Given that there is the potential of sig-
nificant cost savings to the city, it seems
appropriate that the council would be sup-
portive of studying the potential of those
savings. Knowing the facts can only serve
to help resolve the differing opinions on the
issue and, hopefully, and ultimately result
in significant long term savings for the city.

We formed MOFD in order to correct a
condition of having our tax dollars spent
for service outside of Orinda, when Orinda
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had needs of its own. Now apparently, we
are back in that condition of spending for
services outside of Orinda, as well as the
question of the cost effectiveness of those
services. As reports from citizens and the
Infrastructure Commission indicate, the
condition of our roads is degrading, and
some may be unsafe. As I understand, a
city survey last year showed a significant
percentage of the people would not en-
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tertain the thought of new taxes until the
MOFD funding question was definitively
answered.

Seemingly, nothing would be lost by
conducting a study concerning MOFD
costs. And the potential benefits are most
significant. Especially, if the savings from
MOFD could be applied to address our
degrading roads.

— Bill Cosden
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CARS / FILM SHOWCASE

CAR, TIMC

B elieve it or not, spring is almost here
and road trips will soon be the focus
of many families. Every year in April and
October, we celebrate National Car Care
Month by reminding motorists that their
vehicle is ready for, let’s say, a “physical.”
Fluids, tires, belts and hoses are ready for
an inspection. Your vehicle is always there
when you need it, and it got you through
one of the worst winters in recent memory.
So why not give your vehicle a little some-
thing back? The Car Care Council recom-
mends setting aside a little time this spring
to care for your car by following three
simple steps.

Keep your vehicle clean. Regular car
washes and waxes protect the paint and
body of your car from corrosive debris. In
parts of the country where salt is used on
the roads, regularly washing is especially
important.

Keep your vehicle on schedule. Every
vehicle has a manufacturer recommended
maintenance schedule. Whether you choose

April is National Car Care Month

by JEFF JOYCE

to do your own maintenance or patronize
a trusted local repair shop, following a
routine schedule is essential to keeping
your vehicle in safe and dependable work-
ing order.

Keep an eye on the little things. Are your
windshield wipers cleaning as well as they
should? Is your gas tank missing its cap? Is
there a warning light on your dashboard?
When you see your vehicle needs attention,
don’t delay. Repairing the small things now
can help avoid more costly problems down
the road and add years of useful vehicle life.

“Many vehicles end up neglected during
the winter months and could use a little ex-
tra care to get them ready for the spring and
summer driving season,” said Rich White,
executive director of the Car Care Council.
“For most Americans, their vehicle is their
second biggest investment, and they rely
on it every single day to get everywhere.
Taking a little time for car care now can
save headaches and money in the long run.”

Orinda Woman’s Club Car Clinic

By DAVID DIERKS
Staff Writer

On May 14 at 1 p.m., Orinda Motors, in
partnership with the Orinda Woman’s
Club, will be co-hosting a community car
clinic. The clinic will focus on education
for women motorists including car main-
tenance, operation and how to be a better

consumer.
The clinic will last a couple of hours and
refreshments will be provided. After the

clinic, there will be a question and answer
session.

To sign up for the event, visit www.
orindamotors.com to fill out the registration
form by Friday, May 13. The clinic is free
of charge, however, a donation of postage
stamps, stationary and gift cards will be ac-
cepted to help the Senior Helpline Services
charity (www.seniorhelpline.net). Look for
more information in the May issue of The
Orinda News.

International Film Showcase
Presents Flugten (The Escape)

DAVID DIERKS
Dame Rita Bral, honorary Consul General of Belgium, and Jo Alice Canterbury were at the Febru-
ary/March showing of /llégal at the Orinda Theatre. The International Film Showcase presented Red
Like the Sky in mid-March.

he latest offering of the Lamorinda Film and Entertainment Foundation will be
Flugten (The Escape), a Danish sociopolitical thriller directed by Kathrine Wind-
feld and starring Iben Hjejle and Lars Mikkelsen. Flugten (The Escape) tells the story
of a Danish journalist, Rikke Lyngvig (played by Iben Hjejle), working in Afganistan.
She is captured by the Taliban and used to try to force the government of Denmark to
withdraw its troops. The title leaves no surprise that she escapes, but what happens next
involves deception, ambition, professional jealousy, illicit love, and finally redemption.
The film opens on April 22 at the Orinda Theater, 2 Orinda Theatre Square.

(AG)
Alex Gailas

Experience and Knowledge

Please, visit our office!

Alex Gailas We are across from CVS.

Real Estate Broker/Owner
Certified Residential Specialist
Graduate of Realtor Institute
Notary Public

Office (925) 254-7600 = Cell (925) 788-0229
www.AlexGailas.com * AG@AGrealtyl.com

Approved

Orinda Auto Rental

Do you ever need an extra car?

v Economy Cars v Sedans v Mini-Vans v Open Six Days v Pick-up & Delivery v Updated Fleet v Weekly Rates
Convenience & Personalized Service!

Q

Call (925)254-9666 Monday - Saturday Y
: 0

Orinda Motors Inc. ¢

63 Orinda Way, Orinda, Ca. 94563

We have the best prices in Lamorinda!

www.orindamotors.com
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POLICE BLOTTER / LOCAL AUTHOR

Teens Help Serve at Winter Nights

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
On February 27, a group of teens from Santa Maria Church prepared and served dinner to the
homeless at the Orinda Community Church. The program, which runs for two weeks, is coordinated
by Santa Maria Church and Orinda Community Church. (L-R) Patrick Swan, Peter Swan, Betty
Karplus (adult coordinator), Maddie Higgins, and Evan Puletich hold up thank you notes written
to them by the guests in the Winter Nights program. The program is supported by donations. Any-
one interested in donating for next year’s Winter Nights, can send them to the Interfaith Council at
http://cccwinternights.org/donating.html.

POLICE BLOTTER

February 2011

False Residential Alarms: Offi-
cers responded to 73 false alarm calls
throughout the city.

Burglary - Auto: 1 incident was
reported on California Ave.

Arrests

Court Order — Violation: 1 arrest
was made on La Plaza.

Driving Under the Influence -
MISD < .08: 2 arrests were made on

Burglary — Residential: 1 incident
was reported on Southwood Dr.

Petty Theft — From Vehicle: 1 inci-
dent was reported on Barbara Rd.

Robbery - Armed: 1 report was
made on Brookwood Rd.

Recovered Stolen Vehicle: 1 stolen
vehicle was recovered on La Campana/
La Punta.

Stolen Vehicle: 1 incident was re-
ported on Via Hermosa

Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way and
Orinda Way.

Drunk in Public: 4 arrests were
made on Brookwood Rd./Moraga Way,
and 3 others on Moraga Way.

Juvenile Related Alcohol Offense:
1 arrest was made on Tahos Rd.

Warrant Arrest: 1 arrest was made
on Glorietta Blvd. at Orchard Rd.

— Compiled by Jeanette Irving,
Orinda Police Department

/

Ann Sharf b

J

ANN SHARF

When you need:

a strong negotiator
proven results for both buyers
& sellers

e professionalism & service
a top producer

Call ANN at (925) 253-2525;

L.ocal Author Sets Latest Book 1n

Hawanan Islands

By KATHRYN G. MCCARTY
Staff Writer

19 A rather bookish childhood,” is how
Orinda author Christine Sunder-
land describes her youth. Both her sister
and mother became collegiate English
teachers and the writer remembers “reading
Dickens when I was 10 and taking stacks
of books home from the Orinda Library.”

Sunderland recently learned two of
her novels have received awards. “I was
thrilled,” she says. “As a writer chained
to my laptop and cat, a little validation is
always encouraging!”

According to Sunderland, her recently
released fourth novel, Hana-lani, received
Honorable Mention in the Reader Views
Literary Awards. In addition, Offerings, the
second novel (set in France) of her trilogy
(which includes Pilgrimage, and Inheri-
tance) has won a Bronze Medal in the IPPY
Independent Publisher Awards for 2010 for
Religious Fiction.

One of Sunderland’s influences was her
father, Carl Thomas, who was a Presbyte-
rian pastor. Along with her mother Helen,
he founded the Lafayette-Orinda Presby-
terian Church.

“I have warm memories of the first ser-
vices in the Park movie theater in Lafayette,
with Sunday school in the old Town Hall,”
she recalls. “I particularly value the role
of the family in America, and the impor-
tance of history and tradition in retaining
our freedoms in an unstable world,” says
Sunderland.

Sunderland has long been interested in
the formation of cultural ideals in society
and the role of history and tradition in the
public square. When her husband Harry
retired from Safeway in 1992, the couple
began to spend a lot of time traveling in
Europe and Hawaii. Sunderland kept ex-

tensive travel journals.

After many years, her journal writing
became extensive reflections on the his-
tory of Western Europe. “I was able to
study these roots of Western culture, and
thus understand our own American way of
life,” she says, adding that “As a Christian,
I also came to see how Christianity formed
much of that culture. Today, writing has be-
come a satisfying way of expressing some

CON'I;RIBUTED PHOTO
Author Christine Sunderland in Hana.

of these thoughts, and I’'m able to draw on
my current travels to give the stories some
color and hopefully interest.”

Sunderland recently returned from Ha-
waii where she finished an early draft of
her fifth novel, The Magdalene Mystery.
The plot involves a young man and young
woman’s “search for the true Mary Mag-
dalene in Rome and Provence.”

“It was wonderful to be back in Hana
(Hawaii) and sharing my novel with the
folks that inspired it, so it was a lovely
celebration. Hasegawa’s General Store (of
the famous 60’s song) will be carrying the
novel, as well as the Hana Cultural Center

[See AUTHOR page 18]

TRX Squat Jump

Move of the Month

she comes highly recommended...
I can help you navigate through this ever
changing real estate market. Be certain your
largest asset is in the hands of a professional
who represents both buyers and sellers daily.

Website: www.annsharf.com
Email: ann@annsharf.com
93 Moraga Way, Orinda

Thank-you for 25 years of clean.

JToralClean 376-1004

Foryour hiome.

Stand facing TRX, elbows bent at sides. Lower tailbone toward ground. Bend elbows pulling your
body forward while jumping in the air, keeping hips lifted, simulating the start position in the air. Land
back down to the squat and begin again. Keep the tension on the TRX for the entire exercise. Try 10
repetitions with a 30 second rest. Try 3 sets. For a less advanced move, start with just the squat.

Living Lean Personal Training and Eating for Elite Fitness ® www.thelivingleanprogram.com.

CUSTOM FRAMES

FOR YOUR TELEVISION

The Orinda Frame Store

o Village $4.
(behind Safeway)

(925)
254-4465
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HELPING OTHERS

Orinda Family Invites Others to
“Travel With Purpose”

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

rinda residents love their schools, their

beautiful rural setting, and they also
love to travel and to help others through
volunteering and donating. Ksenija Soster
Olmer is hoping that her fellow commu-
nity members will also love the idea of
combining those last three into a unique
opportunity.

The Orinda resident has put together a
very special trip to Cambodia and Laos
entitled “Travel with Purpose.” Participants
will donate $250 to a project of their choice
prior to leaving on the trip and then tour the
project during the trip. “A dollar goes so
much further outside of the U.S.,” says Ol-
mer, who travels extensively throughout the
world. “People can choose to put in a water
well or buy books for a village school or a
generator,” Olmer explains. “We’ll send the
money over before we go and by the time
we get there, people can see exactly how
their money helped. It is also a wonderful
way to really get to know a country. There
are so many things you can’t see or know
about a country from a tour bus.”

Olmer should know. Originally from
Slovenija, she and her husband often take

their three daughters back to visit family
with side trips to many other countries.
“We are just an ordinary family that loves
to travel,” says Olmer. “We think the best
education we can afford our kids is to let
them see the world and do a bit of good
while traveling.”

This “little bit of good” started with
something as simple as delivering soccer
uniforms and equipment to a resettlement
camp in Namibia. It has grown into a
program called “The Hungry Duckling,”
which tackles small projects that benefit
children and their communities by working
directly with dedicated local people. “We
believe our lives, the lives of our children,
friends’ and supporters are enriched by
participating in these small actions,” Olmer
explains. “Wherever we travel, we find a
small local project. We strive to find ways
to make children less dependent on charity
with better education, better conditions, and
sustainable ideas.”

Some of the projects have included
fundraising to buy a rice paddy and a flock
of ducks that would produce eggs and off-
spring to eat and sell. The organization has
also purchased bricks to build a water tank,
sewing machines for vocational training,
and much, much more. “When we traveled

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Mirek and Ksenija Olmer in front of the Angkor Wat Temples in Cambodia.

to Rangoon, the highlight of our trip was to
go to an orphanage on Christmas morning,”
recalls Olmer. “We brought blankets, pots,
cooking oil, and 130 school bags filled with
donated crayons, pens, shampoos, vitamins
and, the kids’ favorite, chewing gum.”

When Olmer and her family would return
to Orinda and share their experiences with
others, people were so interested in the con-
cept they asked if they could come along
next time. And so “Travel With Purpose”
was born.

In addition to helping local residents
in Cambodia and Laos, participants will
also tour the cultural and architectural
delights of the area. The trip is scheduled

Orinda’s First Relay for Life Scheduled for July

By KATHRYN G. MCCARTY
Staff Writer

his July, Orinda joins communities

across the world in participating in
the American Cancer Society (ACS) Relay
for Life. Orinda’s first ever Relay for Life
currently seeks participants and volunteers
for the event to be held at the Orinda Sports
Field off Camino Pablo on July 9 and 10.

The 24-hour team relay begins Saturday,
July 9 at 10 a.m. with a Survivors Lap, in
which cancer survivors take a victory lap
around the track.

The annual ACS event was started in
1985 by Dr. Gordy Klatt. Dr. Klatt’s
project has grown from a single man with
a purpose of raising money for his local
Tacoma, Washington, ACS, to an event
which, according to the ACS website, an-
nually unites “more than 3.5 million people
in 5,000 communities in the United States,
along with additional communities in 20

other countries.”

According to Carissa Crader, the Califor-
nia Relay Manager for ACS, the race not
only raises funds, but awareness needed to
save lives. Juli Fountain, a Relay for Life
participant for the last 10 years, joined a
team when her cousin was diagnosed with
cancer. “It seemed like a good idea,” she
said, “after my first relay I was hooked.”
Fountain was enthusiastic about how the
fundraiser supports cancer patients and
their families, as well as educational pro-
grams.

Since she first began, Fountain has had
more family members touched by cancer.
“Today, I relay for my cousin, her husband,
my uncle, my grandmother, my friends, my
co-workers, and for so many people I've
never met but whose stories I’ve heard,”
she explains. “I always walk away feeling
moved that all these people come together
to fight against cancer as a community,
and it inspires me to continue in the fight,”

reflected Fountain. “It is also a way to
celebrate our cancer survivors — those who
are currently fighting cancer and those who
have beat it — and to remember those we’ve
lost to cancer.”

After dark on Saturday evening, candles
will be lit as part of a luminaria Ceremony
of Hope to honor cancer survivors and to
remember those whose lives have been
lost to the disease. The candles will burn
throughout the night as relay participants
are reminded of the importance of their
contributions.

According to Crader, there are “‘endless”
opportunities for would-be volunteers, and
participants. “We are starting a Relay For
Life in Orinda because it is a community
event that brings everyone together to take
up the fight against cancer,” she said. “It
helps educate the community on cancer
awareness and prevention. It also helps
get the word out about our free patient
services.”

for October 28 - November 5, 2011. An
informational presentation is scheduled for
April 15 at 7 p.m. at Captain’s Vineyards,
1969 Joseph Dr., Moraga. “This trip is an
opportunity to really see the culture and
get to know a country and do a little bit of
good,” says Olmer. “Two hundred and fifty
dollars goes a long way in Asia. It can really
make a difference helping them become
more self-sufficient.”

For more information on the April 15
“Wine and Wells” presentation and the
trip, call Olmer at 925-708-0770 or email
xenija@aol.com. You can also go to www.
friendsofced.org or http://sites.google.com/
site/hungryduckling.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Two participants in a previous Relay for Life
escort a survivor around the track during the
opening victory lap.

Those interested in sponsoring a walking
team, joining a team, being a part of the
planning committee or simply volunteer-
ing for the event itself can contact Ca-
rissa Crader at 925-519-2192 or by email,
carissa.crader@cancer.org. Those inter-
ested in donating to the fundraising efforts
can send a check to: Relay For Life of
Orinda, 1885 Oak Park Blvd., Pleasant Hill
CA, 94523.
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“Tom Romaneck P_ainTing_
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Meticulous preparation & finish work
Free Estimates g4 Excellent References
| Owner Opera Orinda Resident

925-323-9908
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Dine-in/Take-Out - Bring in this coupon for
15% Off Any Entree
2 Theater Sq. Ste. 142 3647 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
|  orindacA 94563 Lafayette, CA 94549
(925) 253-1338 (925) 385-0658
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Shop Locally

and Save!

Advertise Your Business
Here. Just $55.55.
Email for info.

news@orindaassociation.org
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california natives habitat restoration |
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1 50/0 Off |
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Get10% Off Initial Clean. |
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WAY TO GROW

Nhay to Grow

Summer Through Fall

Plant Dahlias Now to Add Dazzle to Your Garden

by Steve & Cathy Lambert

f the various late summer and fall

flowers, dahlias occupy a place near
to our heart. Steve’s grandfather, Grandpa
Ted, grew hundreds of different varieties,
in Connecticut where growing dahlias is
much more difficult than in California. His
rows of dahlias would stop traffic and fill
the altar of the community church.

Here in Orinda, we don’t usually have
the luxury of a large flower garden like
Grandpa Ted’s but dahlias can be added
to your landscape in many ways. One ad-
vantage Orinda has is its climate which is
perfect for dahlias because we don’t have
to dig up the tubers every winter to protect
them from freezing.

The variety of dahlia sizes and colors is
enormous. They range from small pompom

blooms to amazing, “dinner plate” flowers
in multiple and vivid colors. Plant sizes are
also varying from dwarf border dahlias to
tree dahlias which can grow 10 feet or more
in height. Many aficionados consider the
dahlia to be the “flower of flowers.”

The history of the dahlia is very interest-
ing. Dahlias originated in Central America
and are native from Mexico to Costa Rica.
They were grown by the Aztecs for food,
medicine and for the beauty of their blooms.
Plants were taken back to Europe by Span-
ish explorers more than 200 years ago. At
the Botanical Gardens in Madrid, the Abbe
Cavanille named the genus “Dahlia” for
Andreas Dahl, a noted Swedish botanist
and student of Carl Linnaeus.

There are currently 35 recognized species

OPen for Lunch:
Mon. - Sun. 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p-m.
Dinner: Sun. - Thurs.4:30 - 930 p-m.
Fri.-Sat.: 430 - 10:00 p-m.

99 Orinda Way, Orinda
(925) 2530989

Baan Thai RESTAURANT
Eat Hc:a|t|'|3J Live Hea]tlag

ORGaNIC SALADS MADE FResH Daily.
Many VecETARIAN OPTIONS.
WE COOK FROM FAMILY RECIPES.
Foop 10 Go, CATERING & GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE

W Medicine
Shoppeé

Pure Pharmacy>™ 100%

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

in your neighborhood.

Hop on into The Medicine Shoppe® for all
your health needs!

Happy; Easter

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

Next to Hollyhock and McCaulou’s
282 Orinda Village Sq. * 254-1211
©2002 Medicine Shoppe International, Inc.,
A Cardinal Health Company
www.medicineshoppe.com

The pharmacy

of dahlias. Because the dahlia is easily
hybridized (cross pollinated), it was easy
for hybridizers’ as well as home garden-
ers (including Grandpa Ted) to create new
varietals. So the evolution of the original
simple blooms to a vast range of single
and double-flowered blossoms in saturated
bright colors and a multitude of shapes has
been relatively easy.

During the 1800s, the popularity of
dahlias surged. Thousands of varieties
emerged and were documented. Dahlias
were even briefly grown as a food crop for
their tuber to supplement potato crops. The
following are some tips and our top picks
for dazzling dahlias.

Planting: Full sun is the ideal location
for most dahlias but these sun lovers
prefer morning light over a hot afternoon
spot. Dabhlias are typically planted about
the same time as your summer veggies,
early spring after all danger of frost when
the soil has warmed up. In Orinda that is
around mid-April through May. Although
you may be tempted by warm March days,
our soils usually don’t start warming up
until sometime in April. Wait until evening
temperatures are consistently above 40
degrees. Well drained, deep soil works
the best.

Since Orinda soils are mostly clay, it’s
best to work in lots of organic matter.
Dahlias are tubers that look something
like a skinny sweet potato. One end of the
tuber (or clump of tubers) has a bit of the
old stem, which is usually where a new
eye forms. Look for small sprouts on the
side. When planting, lay tubers flat with
the eyes pointed up in three to six inches of
soil and space them 18 to 24 inches apart.
Bone meal or a low nitrogen fertilizer,
such as 5-10-10, can be added at planting
time. Too much nitrogen can cause exces-
sive vegetative growth and fewer blooms.
Mulch your beds after planting. The shoots
will take about two to four weeks to emerge.

Care: Because blooms can be large and
stems thin, some dahlias need the support of
a floral stake. Moisture in the spring soil is
sufficient to promote growth. Don’t water
the tubers at planting time because this can
cause them to rot. Wait until the ground
warms up, usually about the time the sprout
breaks through. When the weather warms
up and the top growth has emerged, you
can begin to water. A deep watering two
times a week should be adequate. When
your dahlia plants are 12 to 20 inches tall
with no more than four sets of leaves, cut
or pinch the center shoot. This produces
shorter, bushier plants with more flowers.
Remove old blossoms to promote more
blooms and keeps the plant growing vigor-
ously. Cut off the entire cane when there
are no longer any buds to encourage new

canes with stronger blossoms.

In our climate it’s not necessary to dig
and store dahlia tubers for winter, however,
it is important to divide the tuber clumps
every few years. Dig tubers two weeks
after the first frost or wait until the middle
of November. Wash clumps and let them
dry (not in hot sun) then store them in pa-
per bags in a cool, dark, dry place. Tuber
clumps can be divided before storage or just
before planting in the spring.

Protect: Slugs and snails can do major
damage to your dahlias. We recommend
putting snail bait out at planting time then
follow up with more as needed when dahl-
ias are just appearing from the ground. Slug
bait may be required around each tuber.
Other pests, such as aphids or cucumber
beetles can be destructive as well. Cucum-
ber beetles look like light green lady bugs,
but don’t be fooled; these guys will eat huge
holes in all your flowers. Organic insec-
ticidal soaps should be applied to affected
areas as soon as beetles appear to stop the
spread. Diazanon and Pyrethrums can be
used as a non-organic but effective method
for controlling insects. Any application of
insecticides should be applied early in the
morning or late in the day.

Enjoy: Dahlias while gorgeous in the gar-
den are stunning in floral arrangements too.
Dahlias should be cut in the early morning
or late in the afternoon when the sun is no
longer directly on the plants. Place fresh
cut dahlias in tepid (warm) water for about
one half hour then replace it with cool tap
temperature water. Add one to two pumps
(depending on the size of your vase) of
antibacterial soap to keep the water and
flowers fresher longer. Blooms will last
from three days to over a week depending
on the variety. Change water frequently
and avoid placing your cut flowers in a hot
or sunny location. For the longest lasting
flowers, pick your dahlias when they are
about two thirds open.

Our top picks have long lasting blooms
(both in the garden and as cut flowers)
and include a variety of colors and bloom
shapes: Pineapple Lollipop, a cheerful
pale yellow bloom; Cornel, a deep, dark
maroon; Café o’late, a beautiful blend of
pale pink and creamed coffee brown on a
strong four foot tall plant; Garden Party,
a fiery yellow, flame shaped petal with
orange highlights; Just Married, a cool
purple to yellow blending with very skinny
petals; Bed Head, a solid SF Giants Orange;
Lagoon, a pure purple; Fuchsiana, a beauti-
ful blend of watermelon and fuchsia; and
Karma Choc, dark maroon flowers and dark
green and maroon foliage.

If you have any questions about dahlia
varieties or their care, feel free to email
us at office @ gardenlightslandscape.com.

McDonnell Q@ Nursery

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

TR T

Trees « Shrubs « Vines - Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda - (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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CAMPS

Camp Guide From Animation to Zoo

By ELANA O’LOSKEY
Staff Writer

Now’s the time to look through the ex-
citing variety of summer camps avail-
able for children in grades K-12 in our area.
No matter what your child is interested
in, we guarantee you’ll find something
to engage their interests, with a lot of fun
thrown in. Be an early bird and sign up now,
as many sessions are small in number and
spots fill up fast. Following is a selection of
local camps for our annual listing.

GENERAL CAMPS
Orinda Parks & Recreation
28 Orinda Way

Orinda, CA 94563
925-254-2445
www.cityoforinda.org

The Orinda Parks & Rec sponsored camps
were voted “Best of Lamorinda Camps for
Kids” in 2011 by the Lamorinda Mom’s
Club. Questions? Call or go online for more
information.

Camp Orinda (Ages 6-10): Enjoy one ad-
venture after another. Camp includes games,
arts and crafts, hiking, skits, sports, special
fun days, and field trips. One week, two week,
full and extended-day camps are offered.

Orinda OK (Orinda Kids) Camp (Ages
3.5-5): Crafts, music, sports, art, traffic town,
fire department visit and exploring are all part
of the fun. Week-long, half-day and extended
day camps are offered.

Babysitting Camp (Ages 10-15): Learn
skills needed to be a trusted and responsible
babysitter. Camp covers child development,
safety, bedtime strategies, and ways to make
babysitting fun. M-Th June 20-23 10 a.m.-
noon. Cost $101-$111.

Carpentry Camps (Grades K-8): Camps
meet M-Th throughout the summer. 12:30
—2:30 p.m. or 2:30 —4:30 p.m. Cost $122-134.

DEXTER HONENS II

REAL ESTATE BROKER
Office: (925) 253-2148
Cell: (510) 918-8911

Email: honens@pacbell.net

N Sonr
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Two of last years athletes at Saint Mary’s Athletic
Summer Camps.

Chess Camps (Ages 6-17): Beginning-
Advanced level camps. June 13-17, July
11-15, August 15-19. M-F, half-day camps.
Cost $190-$209.

Chinese Summer Intensive-Mandarin
(Ages 4-7, 7-9): Inspires student to learn
Chinese and to introduce Chinese culture in
a fun and encouraging environment. Week-
long, 1.5 hr. program offered throughout the
summer.

Cooking Camps: Asian Cooking (ages
7-12): June 20-23, 3:30-5 p.m. Cost $134-
147. Asian Cooking for Teens (Ages 12-18),
June 28-June 30, 3-5 p.m. Cost $120-$130.
Chocolatier Camps (Ages 9+) and a variety
of other cooking camps offered during the
summer.

Engineering, Erector, Lego, Snap Cir-
cuits, and Science Camps (Ages 3.5-15):
Some of the exciting camps include: Crazy
Chemistry, Engineering and Construction
with Erector Sets, Engineering FUNda-
mentals (Legos), Future Geniuses, Green
Engineering with Legos, Inventors, Journey
into Outer Space, Let’s Get Growing, Mad
Machines and Robots, My First Lab, NASA,
Pre-Engineering with Legos, Secret Agent,

[See CAMPS page 10]

“Serving clients, friends and
family in your neighborhood
since 1989.”

Land & Home Financial
JUMBO Fixed Period Arms

Up to $900,000
APR

Interest Rate

Up to $2,000,000

Interest Rate APR

5/1 ARM 3.500%

3.500%

3.500% | 3.500%

10/1 ARM | 4.500%

3.500%

4.500% | 3.500%

Conforming to
$417,000

4.750%

30 Year Fixed 4.625%

Conforming Jumbo to
$729,750

4.750% | 4.850%

15 Year Fixed 4.000%

4.125%

4.250% | 4.300%

PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST EXPERIENCED
AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY. ™

Kyle Davis
M ‘onsult ()

er/Partner

Direct: 925-314-5299

319 Diablo Road, Suite 103
Danville, CA 94526

CA DRE# 01327738/
NMLS#280803

Kylef@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not o loan commitment, nor is it o guarantes of any kind, This comparison is basad solely on estimated figunes
and information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to bormower and property qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

rket
Saturdays 9am to 1pm

o Open April 2nd to Nov. 26th
Orinda Way in Orinda Village

925-431-8361 www.cccfm.org E[e,

* Pet Sitting

* Dog Walking

* Pet Taxi

* Home Watch/Security

* Collect Mail and Newspapers
* Water Plants

* Insured and Bonded

925-254-3677 Office
925-368-8978 Cell
animal-house@comcast.net

animal house

PET & HOME CARE
Spring Break Vacation Plans?

Let me take the worry out of
what to do with your home and pets
while you are away.

New Saturday Class at 9:30 am
Space Limited, Call Now -‘\?1
Special Get Back In Shape I“rii:e'\! '

925-708-3279

1/

please call for an appointment
CoreKinetics
*  private and semi private sessions

* pguipment and mat work

* resistance, non-weight bearing

*  promotes well-balanced, efficient
movement in your daily hife!

The Well-Balanced Workout

S0 VASHELL WAY #1200 - ORINA CA 94563 WWW.CORERINETICS.COM

- Complete Auto Care -
Scheduled Maintenance - Air
Conditioning - Brakes and Suspension
- Electrical Repairs - Warranty Repair
Wheel Alignments - Senior Discount -
Free Shuttle Service -
Walking distance from BART

Celebrating Over 10 Years in Business

Thank You Orinda!

IR

Kathy Mitchell

925 254-1486 * fax 925 254-8375
! 9 Orinda Way
e-mail orindashelli@waol.com
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CAMPS

Integrity ¥ Expertise

35 year Orinda Resident
(925) 253-4611

Laura Abrams, M.B.A.

Residential Sales Associate

Orinda Office, Coldwell Banker Real Estate
www.lauraabrams.com  laura@lauraabrams.com

COLDWELL
BANKER O

Stay Out!

In Your New Outdoor Room
Let Garden Lights Landscape Development give you good reason
to “Get Out and Stay Out” this summer.

Enlarge your living area with an cutdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete witha
builtin barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.

Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc.
is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797

www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celabrating 20 years of serwice in Lamorinda. Bonded - Licensed & fnsured License#t FO2845 C27 B C53

Oakland Strokes

Summer Rowing Camps

Rowing Camps for Boys and Girls Ages 12-17

Learn to Row Crew!

Our summer program is designed to provide an
enjoyable but very real introduction to the great
sport of rowing. We use these introductory camps
as a recruiting program for all of our rowing teams.
They provide excellent training for beginning rowers
in rowing technigque, teamwork, physical fitness and
endurance. Within a week rowers will gain enough
skill to row their first race on the Oakland Estuary,
which is guaranteed to be an exciting experience
one way or another!

One Week Introductory Sessions (9am-12am)
= June 20-24
June 27 -July 1

(Advanced® Tpm-3pm)

« July 11-15
« July 256-29 (Advanced* 1Tpm-3pm)
* August 1-5 (Advanced® 1Tpm-3pm)

#* Advanced sessions available to athletes who
have completed a prior one week introductory
session or our middle school program

OAKLAND

STROKES

Ideal for students entering
9th or 10th grade!

Learn More & Sign Up!

www.oaklandstrokes.org
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and World Scientists. Week-long, half-day
camps offered throughout the summer.
Summer Enrichment Program Go
Green! An exciting curriculum designed to
allow children to explore our natural world.
Program includes skill and appreciation
development in the visual and performing
arts, building, modeling, drawing, zoology,
botany, geology, woodworking and much
more. Taught by some of the finest OUSD
teachers. K, 1, 2-3, and 4-5 grade programs.
June 20-July 15, 9 a.m.-noon at Sleepy Hol-
low Elementary School. Cost $485-$530.
Writing Camp (Ages 7-10): Learn to write
poetry, short stories, and non-fiction. June
20-24, 9 a.m.-noon, July 25-29, 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
and August 8-12, 9 a.m.-noon. Cost $173-190.
Creative Writing Camp (Ages 10-16)
M-Th, August 8-18. Cost $183-$201.

Camp Galileo and Galileo Summer Quest
25 Bay Area locations
7 East Bay camps
1-800-854-3684
www.galileo-learning.com

Camp Galileo (pre-K-5th grades): Voted
“Best Camp for Kids” in Bay Area Parent
and the San Francisco Bay Guardian, Camp
Galileo is a summer day camp where kids
enjoy art, science and outdoor programming
every day. The hands-on curriculum is devel-
oped in partnership with The Tech Museum
of Innovation, de Young Museum and Klutz.
Camp Galileo is offering four exciting weeks
of curriculum: Lost in the Forbidden City,
Inventor’s Workshop, Detective in Paris and
We Built This City.

Galileo Summer Quest (entering grades

s EFO -
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda -

wisheas to thank its
Business Partner

Wells Fargo Bank

for generously suppoarting
the Orinda schools.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

Foar more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.crg/businesspartners/Business-
PartnerList.htmil

5-8): Two weeks of summer fun designed with
older campers in mind. Campers choose from
Chefology, Claymation, Digital Photography,
Fashion Design, Go-Kart Makers, Junior
M.D. and Video Game Design.

OUTDOOR RECREATION AND
NATURE CAMPS

Lindsay Wildlife Museum

1931 First Avenue

Walnut Creek, CA 94597

925-627-2926

www.wildlife-museum.org

Summer Science Camp offers new adven-
tures with live animals, indoor and outdoor
games and songs, science experiments, and
more. Camper to counselor ratio is 3:1 in the
camps for ages 4-9. The camp uses Lindsay
Wildlife Museum’s large community room,
two private classrooms, and adjacent Larkey
Park. Camp shirt, snacks and drinks are
included.

Counselor positions for 12- to 17-year-
olds for all camps. Mandatory training ses-
sions for counselors on June 24 or July 10.
Full details available at website. Cost $40 for
members, $50 for non-members.

Session 1-Animal Families (ages 4-6):
June 27-July 1, 1 —3:30 p.m. What is a mam-
mal? Why do reptiles have scales? How to
birds fly? Spend a week learning about animal
families and meet live fish, amphibians, rep-
tiles, birds and mammals. Every day we will
discover what makes each of these animals
special through crafts, games and songs. Cost
$100 for members, $125 for non-members.

Session 2-Animals of the World (ages
6-9): July 11 — 15, 1 — 4:30 p.m. Join us as
we explore a wide variety of mammals, birds
and reptiles. Find out where they live and how
they are related to the animals that we have at
the museum. Cost $125 for members, $150
for non-members.

Session 3-Amazing Animal Bodies (ages
6-9): July 25-29, 1 —4:30 p.m. Do all animals
have backbones? What kind of heart does a
lizard have? How does a frog breathe? Join
us for a week of hands-on activities, games,
songs and crafts to explore amazing animal
body systems and how they compare to our
own. Cost $125 for members, $150 non-
members.

Session 4-Science Quest (ages 9-12): Au-
gust 1-5, 1 —4:30 p.m. Science is all around
us! Let’s see where we find science as we
explore and experiment with chemistry, biol-
ogy, physics, geology and ecology. Each day
brings new discoveries in a different branch

[See CAMPS 2 page 11]

Pre-K & Kindergarten

havart

Elementary

dords.

Middle School

flung fiakd trips bring valuable lessons hame,

Science at each grade level.

The Saklan School

Pre-K Through 8

Diseaver your child's best lsarming toals; their head, hands and

Learning is enriched by small closs sizes, thoughtiul teaching. and
o challenging diverse curriculum ihat surpasses CA State Sion-

Intensive ccademics encouvroge siudents fo think broadly while for-

Enrichment offered in Art, Music, Spanish, PE, and

Van service from most locations in the Eaost Bay.

1678 School Sireet, Mesoga, Ca 94556 = T925-376-T900 = F-925-376-1158 = wwssaklen org
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of science. Meet mammals that share not only
our world but also their “secrets of science”
with us. Cost $125 for members, $150 for
non-members.

Session 5-Animal Families (ages 4-6)
August 8 — 12, 9:30 a.m.- noon. What is a
mammal? Why do reptiles have scales? How
to birds fly? Spend a week learning about
animal families and meet live fish, amphib-
ians, reptiles, birds and mammals. Every
day we will discover what makes each of
these animals special through crafts, games
and songs. Cost $100 for members, $125 for
non-members.

Zoo Camp
QOakland Zoo
9777 Golf Links Rd.
Oakland, CA 94605 (off Highway 580)
510-632-9525 x280 (Zoo Camp hotline)
www.oaklandzoo.org

The Oakland Zoo offers week-long camps,

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
These boys enjoy last year's summer camp at
Saklan School.

with second-week camps available. Camp-
ers from age 4 through grade 12 learn about
nature and animals through hands-on experi-
ential learning, as well as puppet play, games,
craft projects, science activities and of course,
animals. Nestled in the rolling hills of 525-
acre Knowland Park, the Zoo is home to more
than 660 native and exotic animals. Online
registration. Need-based scholarship applica-
tions available on the website. Extended care
also available. Full information and registra-
tion available on the website. Open daily 10
a.m.-4 p.m.

Pre-K: Children need to be 4 by the start
of the first day of camp. Class A Sessions:
Explore the idea of same and different in the
animal kingdom. 9 a.m.-noon, June 20-24,
July 5-8, July 18-22, August 1-5, August
15-19. Class B Sessions: Animals move in
weird and wonderful ways! Slither, slide,
creep, crawl and waddle around the zoo. 9
a.m.-noon, June 27-July 1, July 11-15, July
25-29, August 8-12. Cost $196 for members,
$216 for non-members.

Kindergarten Sessions: from 9 a.m.-noon
or 1 to 4 p.m., must choose one. June 14-18,
June 21-25, June 28-July 2, July 5-9, July 12-

16, July 19-23, July 26-30, August 2-6, and
August 9-13. Cost $196 for members, $216
for non-members.

Grade 1 - Furry Friends; Grade 2-3 -
Animal Friends; Grades 4-5 — Eco Explor-
ers: Sessions from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. June 14-18,
June 21-25, June 28-July 2, July 5-9, July
12-16, July 19-23, July 26-30, August 2-6,
and August 9-13. Cost $291 for members,
$311 for non-members.

Grades 6 to 8 Wild Survivor: Sessions
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. June 20-24, June 27-
July 1, July 11-15, August 8-12 and August
15-19. Cost $316 for members, $336 for
non-members.

Grades 9-12 Teen Assistant: Sessions
from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Love animals and
kids? We need your help! Come to camp as a
Teen Assistant and spend two weeks playing
with kids and helping to lead activities while
earning community service hours. June 20-
24, June 27-July 1, July 5-8, July 11-15, July
25-29, August 1-5, August 8-12 and August
15-19. Cost $60 for members, $80 for non-
members.

Roughing It Day Camp
P.O. Box 1266
Orinda, CA 94563
925-283-3795
www.Roughinglt.com

Our 39th summer! An all-outdoor summer
day camp at the Lafayette Reservoir for ages
4.5 to 16. Instruction for all abilities in horse-
back riding, swimming, fishing, canoeing,
boating, sports, nature, outdoor living skills,
crafts and more! Four-and-eight week ses-
sions build friendships, teamwork, confidence
and fun for every camper. Extended care
available. Sessions run June 27-August 26.
Specialty English and Western Horse Camps
for beginning to advanced riders; Little Rac-
coons, an introductory program for younger
campers; and new Outdoor Explorers, one-
week outdoor adventures. New activities
and expanded programs provide something
different every year. Transportation from
home and central pick-up locations in East
Bay and SF. Visit www.roughingit.com for
more information.

[See CAMPS 3 page 12]
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SCHOOL-RELATED CAMPS
Fountainhead Montessori School
30 Santa Maria Way
Orinda, CA 94563
925-820-1343
www.fms.org

A Montessori-based summer school, 9
a.m.-noon with aftercare available from 7
a.m.-6 p.m. Age ranges toddler to kinder-
garten.

Holy Shepherd Preschool
433 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563
925-254-3429
www.holyshepherd.org

Fun in the Sun for ages 2.5 to entering first
grade; enjoy summertime activities in a small
class environment; songs, games, cooking,
arts and crafts, and water play; various dates
throughout summer, 9 a.m.-noon with option
for extended care until 2 p.m.

Orinda Academy
19 Altarinda Road
Orinda, CA 94563
925-254-7553
www.orindaacademy.org

Open House for interested families on
April 20 at 7 p.m. Orinda Academy offers
fully accredited (W.A.S.C.) academic classes
for high school students. Classes meet state
requirements and are U.C. approved. Two

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Students enjoy horseback riding at Roughing It Day Camp.

Summer School sessions offered: June 20-
July 12 and July 14-August 5, from 9 a.m.-1
p-m. with a student/teacher ratio of 9:1. Books
are included in tuition. Courses may be for
credit or non-credit.

Academic courses offered for high school
credit include algebra 1, geometry, algebra
2, U.S. history, English composition and
literature for all grades 9-12, and Spanish
(all levels). Students may take two semester
classes or one full-year class.

Middle School Prep: Reading, math, Eng-
lish, study skills (Grades 7 and 8).

High School Prep: Reading, math, Eng-
lish, study skills (Grade 9).

Summer Music and Art Instruction:
Learn to sing, or how to play guitar, bass,
piano or drums! Classes in drawing and car-
tooning are offered as well.

Camp Saklan/Saklan Valley School
1678 School Street
Moraga, CA 94556
925-376-7900
www.saklan.org

Located on the Saklan School campus in
Moraga, Camp Saklan is open to the public
and offers nine weekly sessions, June 13-Au-
gust 12, with half-day and full-day options.
We offer two age groups: Mini Campers

Modern wisdom

To venture beyond the
standard-issue modern
box with windows...

To design a truly compelling,

timeless and innovative
modernist home...

To envision a cohesive environment
where house, landscape, and interior

are perfectly seamless...

ORR Design Office — a unique and
rare firm, approaching the design of

your home from a new perspective.

-

925.587.4200 = www.ORRdesign.com
Buildings = Interiors » Landscapes

(ages 3-5) and Explorers, (ages 6-10). We
offer a Spanish Camp for both age groups.

Every week is carefully designed to incor-
porate our mission to expand the heart, mind
and character of every child.

Mini Campers enjoy a day balanced be-
tween time spent indoors and out, including
time spent in our well-equipped play yard
with shaded areas, a wading pool, sandbox,
trikes, climbing structures, swings, and lots
of room to run around. Children enjoy ac-
tivities such as swimming, art projects, circle
games, field trips, special guests/shows, and
story time.

Explorers enjoy theme-based activities
during the morning session, M — Th, and the
afternoon session includes activities such as
swimming, singing, sports, games, crafts and
much more. Explorers take part in weekly
field trips every Friday!

Camp Hours: Full-day sessions are 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. M-F. Half-day sessions are
offered mornings from 8:30-12:30, or after-
noons from 12:30-4:30 p.m., M-F. Extended
care is available M-F, 7 a.m.-6 p.m. for an
additional fee. Visit our website today to
register!

SPORTS-RELATED CAMPS
Orinda Parks & Recreation
28 Orinda Way

Orinda, CA 94563
925-254-2445
www.cityoforinda.org

A variety of half and full-day camps offered
for beginning to advanced levels (ages 4-15
unless otherwise stated). Call or go online for
more information.

Basketball, Capture the Flag, Flag Foot-
ball, Golf, Lacrosse, Mini-Hawk Camps

Multi-Sport Camps Baseball, basketball,
football and soccer.

Soccer Camps: Challenger, August 8-12;
Euro, June 27-July 1, July 18 — 22, and August
1-5; World Cup, June 20 — 24, July 11- 15
and July 25 - 29.

Tennis Camps (Ages 7-12): Week-long
tennis clinics offered throughout the sum-
mer. M-Th, 10:30 a.m.-noon and 1:30 — 3
p.m. Cost $120-$130.

Oakland Strokes
115 Embarcadero East
at Oakland Estuary
510-652-6445
www.oaklandstrokes.org

Summer Rowing Camps are one week
sessions designed to provide an enjoyable
but very real introduction to the great sport of
rowing. The camps provide training in rowing
techniques, fitness, teamwork and endurance.
Within a week, participants will gain enough
skill to row their first race on the Oakland Es-
tuary! June 20-24 and July 11-15. Participants
must be 12-17 years old. Advanced sessions
available June 27-July 1, July 25-29 and Au-
gust 1-5 to athletes who have completed the
one week introductory session.

Saint Mary’s Athletic Camps
Saint Mary’s College
[SEe CAMPS 4 page 13]
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1928 Saint Mary’s Road

Moraga, CA 94575

925-631-4386

Click on “summer camps” at www.smc-
gaels.com.

This marks the 42nd year that Saint Mary’s
College will be offering outstanding Athletic
Summer Camps to children between the ages
of 6-18. Overnight and day camps include: All
Sport, Baseball, Basketball, Golf, Lacrosse,
Soccer, Softball, Tennis, and Volleyball.
Athletes can expect to participate in daily
competitions, conditioning, skill development
and other activities. Resident campers wake
up at 7:30 a.m., lights out at 10:30 p.m.; day
campers begin 9 a.m. sharp and depart at 8
p-m. The camps run from June 12 through
August 4. Cost $150 to $535.

This year we expect to register over 2,500
campers. We will continue to have our Tradi-
tional Camps starting on Sundays and ending
Thursdays but have added several clinics and
specialty camps with different schedules to
better accommodate your needs. We have also
changed the end time for our traditional camp
to noon rather than 2:30 p.m. on Thursdays
and have added early bird and extended care
options.

Sleepy Hollow Swim & Tennis Club
1 Sunnyside Lane
Orinda, CA 94563
925-254-1126
email: shstc@comcast.net
www.SleepyHollowLegends.net

Sleepy Hollow Swim & Tennis Club is
dedicated to providing excellent recreational
opportunities in an environment that fosters
legendary pride and spirit. The Swim Team
is for kids ages 4-18; the Mini Legends swim
program is designed for kids ages 4-6; and
the Learn to Swim program is for kids ages
3.5 and up. Our tennis clinics, private lessons
and tennis team are available to kids of all
ages. Younger members also enjoy spending
fun in the sun at Legendland, a supervised
drop-off day camp.

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
CAMPS
Academy of Language & Music Arts
(ALMA)
Dr. James Fiatarone, Director
99 Brookwood Road
Orinda, CA 94563
925-254-5056 or 925-254-5053
www.alma-leap.com

This camp offers a create-your-own
program featuring private lessons in mu-
sic, including guitar, piano, voice, strings,
wind instruments, and percussion; also,
private and small group lessons in foreign
languages (Italian, French, Spanish, Greek,
Portuguese, Russian, Japanese and Chinese,
etc.) and English as a second language. Spe-
cial summer group classes include Guitar
Ensemble, Rock Guitar Combo, Band
Ensemble, Jazz Combo, Theory and
Musicianship (all instruments), Strings
Ensemble, Percussion/Drum Clinic (two

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Kids get energized during Kids on Camera’s
voiceover class.

levels), and Vocal Ensemble/ALMA Glee
Club. New classes include: “Acting up at
ALMA” (theater, acting and presentation
skills), and Music Technology Class (basic
studio recording techniques, creating/record-
ing songs).

California Shakespeare Theater

701 Heinz Street

Berkeley, CA 94710

510-809-3293
www.summershakespearecamp.org

California Shakespeare Theater’s Summer
Shakespeare Conservatory offers two - and
five-week sessions for students age 8—18.
Each program culminates with a student
performance. Campers receive free tickets to
the Cal Shakes Main Stage season. Scholar-
ships available.

Five-Week Conservatory: The most
intensive of the Conservatory offerings, 9
a.m.-3:30 p.m., June 20-July 23, Bentley Up-
per School, Lafayette. Cost $1,350.

Two-Week Conservatory: Offered in
Lafayette, Oakland and San Francisco. At
Bentley Upper School in Lafayette from 9
a.m.-3 p.m., August 1 — 12. At Holy Names
High School in Oakland from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,
June 27-July 8. At St. Ignatius College Pre-
paratory in San Francisco from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,
July 11 — 22 and July 25-August 5. Offers a
condensed version of the five-week session
for students new to the Summer Conservatory
programs or those unable to attend the longer
session. Cost $550.

Orinda Parks & Recreation
28 Orinda Way

Orinda, CA 94563
925-254-2445
www.cityoforinda.org

Art Camps (Ages 5-7 and 7-9): Enjoy
drawing, painting, and creating art projects.
Weekly half-day art camps offered with dif-
ferent mediums and themes. Morning and
afternoon programs. Call for specific camps,
dates, and times.

Cartoon and Anime Camps: Junior
Monsters and Dinosaurs (Ages 5-7 and 7-9):
June 27-July 1 and July 25 — 29, half-day
program. Morning and afternoon programs.
Cost $105-115.

Dance Camps (Ages 3-5): Dance to the
magical land of faeries, unicorns, flying
horses and princesses, and journey across
the seven seas to find hidden treasure in our
week-long dance camps. Variety of themed
dance camps offered throughout the summer,
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M-F, 10 a.m.-noon and 9 a.m.-noon. Cost
$146-199.

Dance Camps (Ages 5-8 and 8-12): Bal-
let, jazz, hip hop and tap. Come and have
fun experiencing and learning a variety of
dances. The last day of camp includes a class
demonstration. June 25-29 and August 8-12,
M-F, 9 a.m.-noon. Cost $125-$145.

Dance Camp (Ages 5-14): Orinda Ballet
Academy. Come learn ballet from the out-
standing staff of the Orinda Ballet Academy.
Call for specific dates and times.

Jewelry Making Camps (Ages 6-12): June
13-17, June 27-30, August 8-12, and August
15-20, half-day program. Cost $224-$298.

Stained Glass Mosaics Camps (Ages
8-12): July 5-8 and August 16-20, 10 a.m.-
11:30 a.m. and 1-2:30 p.m. Cost $80-$110.

Kids on Camera TV/Film Acting School
415-440-4400
www.kids-on-camera.com

Lights, camera, action and fun for ages
4-13. Students build social skills, expand their
creativity and improve listening and speech.
Video feedback makes learning fun. 30th year.
Live Improv performance on Friday from
1:30-3 p.m. Success stories include speech
tournament winners; Lafayette’s Krista
Fettke, co-star of the Pixar film, Play By Play;
Bridget Mendler, Star of the Disney series,
Good Luck Charlie; John Morris, the voice
of Andy in Toy Story, and Yasmine Morales,
a model for Brides Magazine.

TV Scripts, Comedy, Audition Skills and
Improv (Ages 6-8, 9-13): July 5-8,9:30 a.m.-
3 p.m. Camps conclude with a review and live
improvisation. Piedmont Veteran’s Memorial
Building. Enroll online at www.ci.piedmont.
ca.us or call 510-420-3079. Cost $200-$390.

Summer Drama Camp
P.O. Box 6145
Moraga, CA 94570
925-300-8337
www.afterschooldramaclub.com

Students in grades 2 through 10 will work
with professional directors and choreogra-
phers for three weeks to learn singing, danc-
ing and acting, culminating in an elaborate
production of the fun musical School House
Rock, Live! Camp to be held at Hacienda de

las Flores, 2100 Donald Ave., Moraga, from
July 11-29 from 1 p.m.-4 p.m. The perfor-
mance takes place on July 29 at 7 p.m. Tuition
includes cast T-shirt. Cost $515.

Youth Theater Company’s Summer
Theatre
Shadelands Art Center
111 N. Wiget Lane
Walnut Creek, CA
925-943-5846
www.YouthTheatreCompany.org
Summer Theatre (ages 5-14): Allows kids
to work together to produce the fantastically
fun musical Dear Edwina, Jr. The program
runs for three weeks, June 13-July 1, and stu-
dents rehearse the musical while they learn to
sing, dance and act. Part of the Stepping Stone
Program of the Youth Theatre Company, Sum-
mer Theatre is perfect for the budding actor.
Mini Kids (ages 5-6) rehearse from 2:30-4
p-m., while our Kids Theatre and Theatre Jr.
(ages 7-14) students rehearse from 1 p.m.-4
p-m., M-F. Performances take place on June
30 and July 1 at 4:30 and 7 p.m. Tuition in-
cludes cast T-shirt. Cost $297 (ages 5-6) and
$472 (ages 7-14).

Willows Theatre Company
636 Ward Street
Martinez, CA
925-798-1300
www.willowstheatre.org

Willows Theatre Company Youth Con-
servatory’s SummerStage is an invigorating
six-week summer intensive for teens ages 12-
18 and runs from June 27-August 7. Morning
classes include instruction in acting, music,
singing, movement and dance followed by
afternoon rehearsals. Classes will be held 9
a.m.-3 p.m. SummerStage Jr. (ages 8-11) is
a one month program which runs June 20-
July 17 and includes morning activities in
dance, acting and vocal techniques followed
by afternoon rehearsals for a fully staged
musical production. Aftercare available for
an additional fee. The high school camp
will perform Sweeny Todd while the Junior
Campers will perform You're a Good Man
Charlie Brown. Registration available online
at www.willowstheatre.org or by phone 925-
798-1300. Cost $500-$800.

PRESCHOOL ON DEMAND
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HEducation

bout this time a year ago, students,

teachers and parents were anxiously
rallying in support of Measure A, an emer-
gency parcel tax to remedy Sacramento’s
educational budget cuts. Without its pas-
sage, schools in Orinda faced the harrowing
prospect of losing classes, shorter school
days, and teacher layoffs. Nearly 12 months
have come and gone, and Miramonte High
School’s vital signs are surprisingly good
and deserving of new attention.

Thanks to caring community members,
parents and involved students, quality
education has triumphed over the budget
shortfalls for the 2010 — 2011 school year.

Miramonte’s Oral Interpretation/Public
Speaking Program has always been a hall-
mark of the school’s success, attracting over
150 students every year. After placing first
in both the Congress and Individual Events
divisions of its regional league, the Golden
Gate Speech Association, Miramonte sent
over 20 students to compete at the state
tournament in San Diego.

The funding from EFO, coupled with the
passage of Measure A, allowed the drama,
choral, and instrumental department at
Miramonte to feature an outstandingly
talented cast in its six performances of The
Wizard of Oz in late March.

SZECHWAN
RESTAURANT
CHINESE CUISINE

SZECHWAN - MANDARIN
LUNCH / DINNER / ORDERS TO GO

10% DISCOUNT ON
TAKE-OUT ORDERS

(Lunch Special Excluded)
Quality Food and Service
Serving Orinda Since 1980

Tues.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sun. 4:00 - 9:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays

Tel 925 254-2020 » Fax 925 254-4098
\ 79 Orinda Way e Orinda

YOUTEH MATTERS

New Directions for Miramonte

Sara Duplancic

Elective and Visual and Performing Arts
classes beefed up their efforts to expand
their programs, resulting in more students
participating in classes and clubs like the
WISE program, Link Crew, Model UN,
Mock Trial, 3D Art, and Academic De-
cathlon.

A good indicator of better times for
education is Miramonte’s addition of new
courses available to next year’s students.
This year, Miramonte Principal Adam
Clark wisely added four new elective op-
tions that will be available next year.

Variety is important because many stu-
dents begin discovering both their academic
and nonacademic interests in high school.

Among the four new classes, students
will have opportunities to grow their knowl-
edge on law, language, computers and
cooking. In the new Law and Society class,
students can gain traction with conflict
resolution techniques through traditional
legal models of problem solving. Students
will benefit from a Socratic style dialogue
in class discussion.

Mandarin 4 Honors will expand the lin-
guistic and cultural skills of students who
want to broaden their reading, writing, and
appreciation of Chinese culture. In addition
to French, Latin, and Spanish, Mandarin
offers an attractive option for many Mira-
monte students.

The Intro to Computer Programming
course will afford Miramonte students the
thrilling opportunity to acquaint themselves
with Java Programming language and
gaming logic. In this age of information
and globalization, understanding the inner
workings of computers and technology is
becoming a prerequisite for many careers.

The Advanced International Cuisine
course will take students on a savory tour
of world cultures and cuisines. Students
will also learn about food trade, climate and
environmental impacts on growing food.

High school education in Orinda has
withstood the challenges of the state budget
cuts. Every spring school play, every art
show, weekend public speaking tourna-
ment, and winter chorus concert is proof
that our valuable education is firm and
uneasily shaken. We are lucky to have a
community that puts our education first,
and gives students the skills to face chal-
lenges beyond high school doors.

Glorietta Elementary

School Students get Ducky

with its Musical Presentation of Honk! Jr.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Ron Pickett (L) and Ralph Severson with the cast of Honk! Jr.

By JENNIFER ROGERS
Contributing Writer

One hundred and ten fourth and fifth
grade students will bring Honk! Jr.
to life as Glorietta Elementary School
presents its 13th spring musical on April
29 and 30.

The play is a contemporary re-telling of
Hans Christian Anderson’s classic story,
The Ugly Duckling. It has been transformed
into a smart comedy, full of bright, origi-
nal and fun musical theater. Through its
wonderful humor, charm and message of
tolerance, Honk! Jr. is an entertaining show
for audiences of all ages.

Glorietta’s large-scale production tells
the story of Ugly, whose odd, gawky looks
instantly incite prejudice from his family

and neighbors. Separated from the farm
and pursued by Cat, Ugly must find his
way, while his loving mother, Ida, searches
for him. Along his journey, he discovers his
true beauty.

“Honk! Jr. reminds us that being ‘differ-
ent’ isn’t necessarily bad... although itisn’t
always easy,” says producer and Glorietta
parent, Nan Reed. “Through his journey
kids learn that being different is okay.”

Ron Pickett, a professional award-win-
ning actor, returns to direct his 13th show
at Glorietta Elementary School. Producers
of the production include parent volunteers
Reed, Robyn Bowen and Pam Severson.
The music director is Ralph Severson.

Performances of Honk! Jr. will be at the
Glorietta Elementary School multipurpose

[See HONK page 18]

Student Film Festival on April 15

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

he fifth annual LaMorinda Acalanes
Union Film Festival (LAUFF) will be
held April 15 from 7 — 9 p.m. in the Cam-
polindo Performing Arts Center. Roughly
20 short student films will be screened.
Each film was written, directed and
produced by students from Campolindo,
Miramonte, Acalanes, Las Lomas, or Joa-
quin Moraga Intermediate School. “The
festival showcases the talent of our com-
munity’s students as actors, screenwriters,
cinematographers, and digital artists,” says
Campolindo High video instructor and
festival coordinator Justin Seligman. “The
festival gives them a forum to tell their own
stories in their own voices.”

Awards will be given out by judges in
10 categories including: Best Actor, Best
Actress, Best Screenplay, Best Special Ef-
fects, and Best in Show. The student musi-
cal group “Jazztastic Voyage” will perform.

Sponsors for this year’s event are the New
York Film Academy at Universal Studios,
California College of the Arts: Pre-College
Program, East Bay Media Center, San
Francisco School of Digital Filmmaking,
UCLA School of Theater, Film & Televi-
sion: Arts Camp Workshop/US Performing
Arts, California Independent Film Festival,
Academy of Art University: Pre-College
Art Experience, and the Orinda Arts Coun-
cil. The sponsors have pledged thousands
of dollars in tuition reductions for winners
of the film festival to attend various film/
video/acting summer programs.
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SCHOOLS/STUDENTS

'Two Orinda Teens Perform Key Roles
in Pulitzer Prize-Winning Drama

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

hen Center Repertory’s production

of To Kill a Mockingbird debuts at
the Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut
Creek on April 1, it will include two young
Orinda actors — Olivia Lowe (Scout) and
Danny Christensen (Jem).

“I’ve always loved the book and feel re-
ally honored to be able to portray Scout,”
says Lowe. “I feel like we are friends.” An
8th grader at Julian Morgan Elementary
School in Berkeley, Lowe has studied with
Young Rep and performed in Center Rep’s
production of A Christmas Carol as Belinda
Cratchit last year.

To prepare for the pivotal role of Scout,
Lowe has re-read the book several times
and spent time looking through her own
family’s photo albums. “I’m 14 but Scout
is only 9 years old, so I’ve looked at myself
at that age and tried to remember how I
reacted to things,” Lowe explains.

There is certainly a lot for Scout to react
to in Harper Lee’s modern classic. Set in
the fictional southern town of Maycomb,
Alabama, the story takes place during the

Submissions Due for

By FRAN MILLER
Staff Writer

Longtime Orinda resident Poul Ander-
son was quiet, unassuming and mod-
est — he was also one of the most highly
regarded science fiction writers of his time
and winner of some of the most coveted
prizes in literature. He received the Hugo
Award seven times, the Nebula Award three
times, and the Grand Master Award from
the Science Fiction Writers of America, for
a lifetime of distinguished achievement.
Though Anderson passed away in 2001,

Great Depression. Scout lives with her
older brother Jem and their widowed father
Atticus, a middle-aged lawyer. Scout and
Jem, along with their friend Dill, are busy
trying to pry the reclusive, mysterious Boo
Radley out of his house when Atticus is ap-
pointed to defend a black man accused of
raping a young white woman. Racial issues
turn the quiet southern town into chaos and
change the children’s world forever.

“Scout is a wonderful role model for
young girls, and I love working with our
director Michael Butler,” says Lowe. She
also feels fortunate to have well-known Bay
Area actor Dan Hiatt as Atticus. “He is just
amazing. [ have learned so much watching
him,” Lowe says. “How he transforms into
Atticus is incredible.”

Christensen agrees. This is the first pro-
duction the Miramonte student has been
involved with that included professional
actors. “The rehearsal process is very in-
tense,” says Christensen. “I go from a full
day at school to five-hour rehearsals. We
also rehearse on weekends with Mondays
our only day off. ButI love it.” Christensen
finds director Michael Butler a great role
model. “He is so supportive and enthu-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Danny Christensen plays Jem.

siastic and really listens to the actors. At
rehearsals, he always finds time to sit down
with me and help me with my character.
He’s also an amazing actor himself.”

Christensen and Lowe are both students
in Center Rep’s Young Rep program. “Last
year, one of our classes was on how to audi-
tion, and we actually prepared auditions for
this show,” Christensen explains.

To Kill A Mockingbird runs April 1 — 30
at the Lesher Center in Walnut Creek. For
tickets, call 925-943-SHOW or go to www.
lesherartscenter.org.

Poul Anderson Creative Writing Contest

he continues to maintain a presence within
the local literary community through the
Poul Anderson Creative Writing Contest,
sponsored for more than 20 years by the
Friends of the Orinda Library. The contest
is currently open to all students who reside
and/or attend high school in Orinda.
Entry categories include Science Fiction,
Essay/Memoir, Poetry and Short Story.
Students may submit one entry in any of
the four categories for a total of not more
than three entries. Submission deadline
for this year’s contest is Friday, April 22, at
noon. “We pick the winners based strictly
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Orinda’s Wells Fargo Bank supported its vision of social responsibility by presenting the Educa-
tional Foundation of Orinda (EFO) with a check for $10,000. This donation will help EFO reach its
goal of $1.5 million to supplement the education of Orinda’s students. (L-R) EFO VP business and
community Laura Dorman and EFO president Joan Kiekhaefer, Wells Fargo branch manager
Catherine Saadeh, and Wells Fargo private banker Jamie Hupman.
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Voted BEST Reubin Sandwich
in the Entire East Bav!!!

on their work, and we ask that the name
not be on the submission, in case we know
the student as a neighbor, friend, etc.,” says
judge Ginger Wadsworth.

This year’s judges, in addition to award-
winning children’s book author Wadsworth,
include pear farmer and published author of
poems, short stories, and one novel, Sally
Small, and book aficionados Janet Boreta
and Marian Nielsen of Orinda Books.

“There is no minimum or maximum word
count specified,” says Wadsworth. “We ask
for quality work, typed, double-spaced,
spell-checked, with a title, and if the young
author was influenced by a particular pub-
lished author, please let us know the title
of the piece and the author.”

Entries should be submitted to the fol-
lowing individual school representatives:
Bentley School — Susan Bogas at sbogas @
bentleyschool.net; Campolindo — Gwen
Carrel at gcarrel @acalanes.k12.ca.us; Col-
lege Prep — Andy Dean at andy @college-
prep.org; Head-Royce — Barry Barankin
at bbarankin@headroyce.org; Holden
— Kiristin Lamoureux at kristinl@holden-
high.org; Miramonte — Eloise Schneider
at eschneider@acalanes.k12.ca.us; Orinda
Academy — Katherine Saxby at katherine @
orindaacademy.org.

Up to four winners will each be awarded
prizes of $250, underwritten by the Friends
of the Orinda Library. Visit www.friend-
softheorindalibrary.org to access the contest
entry form.
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Olivia Lowe has the role of Scout.
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CHINA

Learning

to Adjust to School,

Work and the Holidays in China

By JULIE MCCORMACK
Contributing Writer

This is the third in a series of articles
written by Julie McCormack on life in
China. The Orinda mom, her husband
Michael, and two children (9-year-old
Conor and 8-year-old Erin) have moved
to Chengdu, China for the year.

fter about two months of living in
Chengdu, Conor and Erin were still
miserable at school. Things had become
so bad that Michael and I told them if the
situation didn’t improve, we’d take them

Green Budaha
Attitude of Gratitude
Eco—?ricncﬂﬂ aPParci and

accessories.

Watch for New Product Line Coming Soon!

www.thegreenbuc]clha.com
925-254-0195

Jeannedowe”@gahoo.com

Authentic Cuisine
of Thailand

e Family Owned

* 3 Generations of Thai
cooking experience

e All sauces made fresh

e Full Bar

Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11-2
Dinner: Mon.-Sun. 4:30-9:00

23 F Orinda Way, Orinda
(925) 253-1975

out and home school them, then return
home at Christmas. We then hired a Chinese
tutor to teach them 45 minutes a day at the
Chengdu Waldorf School. After three days
of Chinese class, there seemed to be a vast
improvement.

In the midst of all the school drama, I
decided to get my act in gear and look for
a job. I sent out a couple of emails to Eng-
lish schools and immediately heard back
from one of them, the Chinese-Malaysian
director at New Dynamic Institute (NDI).
NDI is a corporate training company, and
they teach English through trainings in such
subjects as communications, business eti-
quette, telemarketing and customer service.
Their customers are all large foreign com-
panies in Chengdu. After teaching a demo
class, they hired me. Michael attended the
demo class and they quickly hired him also.

I started my teaching/training job by
facilitating a one-hour “English Corner”
class at the Finnish IT firm, Tieto. English
Corner is provided for free by NDI to their
good clients. Anyone who wants to practice
their English can show up and discuss a
chosen topic for one hour. This day’s topic
was dating. I circulated, correcting English,
and encouraging dialogue by asking ques-
tions. It was quite enlightening to learn that
about 3/4 of the 20-somethings in the group
do not want to have children!

Besides the students, most of whom I
really like, one of the more entertaining
things about teaching is learning the stu-
dents’ English names. There’s Hunk (male,
of course!), Azure (male), Dino (male),
Monday (male) and Chefree (female—a
combination of Che Guevara and freedom,
because she “loves freedom”).

About this time, the Chengdu youth
soccer season started. We boarded a bus
in a nearby neighborhood for the 1/2 hour
ride to LeMan International School. The
campus included a huge soccer pitch and
beautiful track. The kids got their jerseys,
were assigned to their age groups and began
practicing. It’s a bit different than soccer in
Orinda in that there are not separate teams.
The field is divided up into different age
groups, and the kids in the different age
groups practice together, then scrimmage.

Despite a lot of discussion in our family
about purchasing bikes or a motorbike or
some sort of motorized vehicle (not a car!),
we continue to depend on taxis, buses, san
lun che (three-wheel vehicles) and foot
for transportation. In the last few weeks, I
have discovered a move I call the “Chengdu
left turn.” As a driver in Chengdu, there’s
no need to let the equivalent of a No Left
Turn sign deter you. All you do is continue
straight across the intersection, let the on-
coming traffic pass, execute a quick U-turn
and then go right. Left turn completed in a
roundabout way. The first time we noticed

. L
Denise Collins
Training Coach
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The entrance to the McCormack/Roemer apartment in Chengdu, China.

it, we had a female taxi driver who told
us she couldn’t make a left turn where we
needed to and asked us if it was okay to
do the above-mentioned maneuver. After
that, I noticed everyone doing the Chengdu
left turn and few taxi drivers felt the need
to inform or ask us if it was okay. Nor do
police witnessing the Chengdu left turn ever
pull anyone over.

One week we were treated to nearly
four days of sunshine, which improved our
moods significantly. Four days of sunshine
in arow in Chengdu is as good as it gets. It
has begun to feel like we’re in somewhat
of a routine. While Chengdu does not feel
like home, it does feel like we are more than
passing through. We know all the guards at
the various exits to our complex and know
and chat with the three generations at our
nearby fruit stand. I often visit a knife-cut
noodle shop (where the cook sits over a
boiling vat of water with a large wad of
dough and takes what looks like a vegetable
peeler and shaves off thick noodles). Knife
cut noodles have become my favorite and
when I walk into this shop, they just yell
to me, big bowl or small bowl?

We were very excited when Michael’s
80-year old parents came to visit us for two
weeks in November. They had a long lay-
over in Beijing and could not communicate,
but kind people helped them along the way
by getting them wheelchairs, helping them
on and off planes and carrying their bags.
They also received the royal treatment at
the hotel where they stayed. It’s a testament
to how well the Chinese treat their elders.
Even our kids now give up their seats on
the city buses for older people. There’s
a recording, that sounds off constantly
on public buses, that says, “According to
China’s traditional morals, please give up
your seat for elders, sick people, disabled
people, pregnant women, and children.”

On the second night of my in-laws visit,
we took them out to our favorite local Sich-
uanese restaurant, Yang Yang. The kids took
turns ordering our best-loved dishes: kung
pao chicken, pork strips with green peppers,
crispy fried potato strips with scallions, stir
fried wild greens, beef with onions and pep-
pers and rice. Once the food came, Conor
and Erin both jumped up, moving the lazy
susan only in a clockwise direction (which

is what the Chinese do, they told us). Then
Conor flipped his chopsticks upside down
to serve his grandfather some food. This is
the polite way to serve others — not using
the end that your mouth has touched, but
using the other end for hygienic reasons.
When each new dish came, they competed
to serve their grandparents first. They con-
tinued to serve them throughout the meal,
because they are both much better at using
chopsticks than their grandparents!

We enjoyed a delicious Thanksgiving
dinner at our local hangout, the Bookworm
(catered by our American friend Kim Dal-
las), which we shared with 60 other Ameri-
cans living in Chengdu. Michael’s parents
were still here, and it was a wonderful and
festive evening for kids and parents alike.
Pumpkin cheesecake never tasted so good.

Once Thanksgiving passed, Chengdu
moved slowly into the Christmas season.
With the exception of the major Western
hotels and some upscale shopping malls,
there was not a lot of evidence of Christ-
mas in Chengdu. I was amused, though, to
see all the checkers at our local Chinese
supermarket wearing Santa hats. It was
somewhat refreshing from the overdone
commercial nature of Christmas in the US,
but I found I missed it a bit. We had a small
artificial Christmas tree left by the previous
tenants. We filled it with a few homemade
ornaments, shells and sea glass from Viet-
nam, local handicraft ornaments, and some
cheap ornaments from Carrefour, a French
department store here. We borrowed lights
from our friend Catherine. We also bought
a poinsettia at a local Christmas Bazaar.

One night in early December, all four of
us walked arm in arm, singing Christmas
carols, as we headed to dinner at a neigh-
borhood restaurant. We barely elicited a
glance from the Chinese. I was not sure
how to take this, but finally decided that we
must be so strange in our normal behavior
that this didn’t cause any extra notice.
I’ve told Michael that one of my favorite
things about living in a foreign country,
especially China, is that we are outside of
society so they don’t hold us to the same
behavioral standards. In other words, we
can do whatever we want, and they will just
chalk it up to our being strange lao wais
(old foreigners)!
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CALENDAR

ON THE CALENDAR

APRIL

1  FirstFriday Forum, Dr. Bertram Lubin, 1:30 p.m., Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church,
925-283-8722.

3 Orinda Starlight Village Players auditions for 2011 summer season, 4 p.m., Orinda
Community Center Amphitheater. Also April 4 at 7 p.m. Orinda Community Center
Carpentry Room. Season includes: Agatha Christie’s Mousetrap, Send Me No Flowers by
Norman Barasch and Carroll Moore, and The Imaginary Invalid by Moliere. Call 925-528-
9225 for more information.

9  Farmers’ Market, 9 a.m. — 1 p.m., Orinda Way in front of Community Center, continues
every Saturday, 925-431-8361.

Moraga Orinda Fire District open house at Station #45, 33 Orinda Way, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

13 The Second Wednesday Book Group will read and discuss Tinkers by Paul Harding,
Orinda Books, 276 Village Square, 3 p.m. New members welcome to this monthly meeting.

14 Miramonte High School, Instrumental Solo Concert, 750 Moraga Way, 7:30 p.m. Free, no
reservations required.

15 EFO Nights at Europa Hofbrau! “Bring your family and join your friends as Europa will
donate 20 percent of its dinner sales to EFO! Come enjoy what many consider the county’s
best corned beef and turkey, and help raise money for our students.” Also April 16.

16 Orinda In Action, 9 a.m. — noon. Join other volunteers in beautifying Orinda, www.
orindainaction.org or email orindainaction @ gmail.com.

Orinda Books hosts marriage and family therapist Margie Ryerson who will discuss her
new book, Treat Your Partner Like a Dog: How to Breed a Better Relationship, 276 Village
Square, 2 p.m. Call 254-7606.

17 Wagner Ranch Nature Area Wildlife Festival, 1 - 4 p.m., Learn about composting, create
a leaf t-shirt, launch a solar balloon and much more. www.fwrna.org.

Lamorinda Acalanes Union Film Festival, 7 - 9 p.m., Campolindo Theatre.

20 Parents of Orinda Individuals in Special Education (POISE) salute Autism Awareness
Month with a free showing of Temple Grandin at Orinda Intermediate School’s Isola Gym,
7 to 9 p.m. For information, email tague6 @comcast.net or visit www.orindapoise.org.

22 Tri-City Teen Dance 7:30-10:30 p.m. at the Rheem Theatre in Moraga, sponsored by the
youth committee’s of Orinda, Lafayette and Moraga. Tickets on sale at the Rheem Theatre
in Moraga. All students from Acalanes, Campolindo and Miramonte welcome.
Lamorinda Film and Entertainment Foundation, International Film Showcase featuring
Danish sociopolitical thriller Flugten. Runs through April 28. Go to www.1fef.org.

29 Ceramic artist Gerry Wallace will exhibit and sell her artwork at Orinda Books, 276
Village Square, starting at 10 a.m.

Too Perfect, premiere of local film, 7 p.m., Orinda Theatre. Also May 1 at 4 and 7 p.m.,
www.tooperfect.com

Glorietta Elementary School, the musical Honk! Jr, 4 and 7 p.m., Glorietta School
Multipurpose room, Also April 30 at 3 and 7 p.m., www.orindaschools.org/glorietta.

AT THE LIBRARY

All events are free unless otherwise specified. The library will be closed on Easter Sunday, April
24.

2 Saturday Morning Live, storytime for 3- to 5-year-olds and their caregivers, Picture Book
Area, 11 to 11:30 a.m. Also April 9 and 16.

5  Toddler Lapsit, stories, songs and fingerplays for 1- to 3-year-olds and their caregivers,
10 to 10:30 a.m. and 10:30 to 10:55 a.m. Drop-ins welcome, but please limit attendance to
once per week. Also April 6, 12, 13, 19 and 20.

Peek-A-Boo Time with songs, stories, thymes and rhythm for newborns through 1-year-
olds and their caregivers, 11:30 to 11:55 a.m. Also April 12 and 19.

Origami for Everyone, learn how to fold boxes and animals in this Japanese paper art.
Suitable for ages 7 and up, Tutoring Room, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. All skill levels welcome. Also
April 12, 26 and 29.

6  Paws to Read: Would your child like to practice reading with a friendly dog? Children
in grades 1 through 5 can Paws to Read with dogs tested for sociability. Sessions are 25
minutes long, Gallery Room, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Call 254-2184 or register online at http://nt-
evanced.ccclib.org/evanced/lib/eventcalendar.asp. Sponsored by the Friends of the Orinda
Library. Also April 13.

7  Book Sale hosted by Friends of the Library, Bookshop and Sorting Room, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Dress Under Difficulties: Civilian Fashion in the Civil War, a slide show and lecture
on civilian dress during the war, presented by Shelley Monson, for adults and high school
students, 6:30 to 7:25 p.m.

9  Weekend Paws to Read: A 15-minute version of the weekday program (see April 6 listing
for details), 2:50 to 3:05 p.m. Call 254-2184 or register online at http://ntevanced.ccclib.
org/evanced/lib/eventcalendar.asp. Also April 23.

12 Berkeley Repertory Theatre docent will discuss the theatre’s current production of Anton
Chekhov’s The Three Sisters, Fireside Room, 7 p.m. Adults only.

18 Tell It! Tales for Preschoolers: A storyteller brings adapted myths and folktales to life for
3- to 5-year-olds, Tutoring Room, 11 a.m.

21 Mystery Book Club members discuss their favorite genre, Tutoring Room, 3 to 4:30 p.m.

26 Free child ID cards with photo and fingerprints, sponsored by Mass Mutual, Gallery
Room, 10to 11 a.m.

Minoan Crete: The Dawn of European Civilization, a preview of the upcoming
Humanities West seminar presented by George Hammond, Fireside Room, 7 to 7:55 p.m.
Adults only.

27 Just Say What You Think Book Club for middle school students who share their reactions
to thought-provoking books. This month students will discuss Wicked by Gregory Maguire,
Tutoring Room, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

For more information on library programs, call 254-2184.

CITY/FIRE/SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING SCHEDULE

Acalanes Union High School District. First and third Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., district office, 1212
Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette.

City Council. First and third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, www.cityoforinda.org.

Historic Landmarks Committee. Fourth Tuesday, 3 to 5 p.m., Library Garden Room. Call
925-788-7323.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District. Third Wednesday, 7 p.m., Administration Building, 1280 Mor-
aga Way, Moraga.

Orinda Union School District Board of Trustees. Second Monday, 4 p.m., OUSD
Conference Room, 8 Altarinda Road. For the latest listing of dates, please check the web-
site at www.orindaschools.org.

Planning Commission. Second and Fourth Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium,
www.cityoforinda.org.

Stem Cell Research Top for First

Friday Forum

By BOBBIE DODSON
Staff Writer

tem Cell Research: The Social, Ethical,

Political and Therapeutic Implications
is the topic to be presented by Dr. Bertram
Lubin, president and CEO for the Chil-
dren’s Hospital and Research Center of
Oakland, at First Friday Forum, April 1,
1:30 p.m. at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church (LOPC) 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.

In his talk, Dr. Lubin will review the his-
tory of stem cell research and the current
therapeutic applications of this research.
He also will discuss some aspects of the
politics related to obtaining state funds
to support this program and the relative
importance of those dollars to other issues
in the state.

Dr. Lubin is the first pediatrician to serve
as president and chief executive officer in
the 98 year history of Children’s Hospital,
after having served at the medical center
for 36 years. When he first arrived, there
was a small research program which he
has developed into a $50 million a year
enterprise, Children’s Hospital Oakland
Research Institute. (CHORI). Today, it is
recognized nationally and internationally
for its research in blood diseases and its
outstanding care of children with malignan-
cies, sickle cell disease, and hemophilia.

Dr. Lubin has made many contributions
to medical research. He played a major
role in cord blood banking and was part
of a team demonstrating that cord blood
transplantation can cure children who have
sickle cell anemia. He helped establish
the only not-for-profit Sibling Donor Cord

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Dr. Bertram Lubin of Children’s Hospital and
Research Center.

Blood Program in the world.

Dr. Lubin completed medical school at
the University of Pittsburgh. He served in
the army in Vietnam in a provincial health
program. When he returned home, he did a
hematology/oncology fellowship at Boston
Children’s Hospital. His recent awards
include the Bronze Bambino for lifetime
service to Oakland’s Children’s Hospital
and the Distinguished Alumnus Award from
the Medical Alumni Association of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.

Refreshments will be served in Fellow-
ship Hall at 1 p.m. with the lecture taking
place in the sanctuary at 1:30 p.m. For
question, call 925-283-8722 or log on to
www.lopc.org—activities.

CLUB MEETINGS

253-1997.

Diablo Star Chapter #214, Order of the Eastern Star. Second Monday, 7:30 p.m., Orinda
Masonic Center. Contact Karen Seaborn, 689-0995.

Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe. Third Monday, 7:30 p.m., Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Conference Room, 1280 Moraga Way, Moraga, www.moragaadobe.org.

Friends of the Orinda Creeks. Fourth Wednesday, 8:30 a.m., May Room, Orinda Library,

Lamorinda Alcohol Policy Coalition, every third Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Orinda
City Hall Sarge Littlehale Room, and 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Supervisor Uilkema’s office, 3338
Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. Call 925-687-8844, ext. 227.

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary. Every Friday, 7 a.m., Postino’s, Lafayette, 254-0440, ext. 463.

Lamorinda Toastmasters. Every Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Temple Isaiah, 3800 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette, www.lamorinda.freetoasthost.net.

Montelindo Garden Club. Third Friday, Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin Way, 9 a.m,
www.montelindogarden.com. April’s speaker is Stefani Bittner, a teacher at Magic
Gardens in Emeryville, who will talk on Growing Spring and Summer Vegetables.

Orinda Rotary. Every Wednesday, noon, Community Center, 28 Orinda Way, 254-2222.

Orinda Association. Second Monday, 7:15 p.m., Orinda Library, May Room, 254-0800.

Orinda Hiking Club. Please visit our website at www.orindahiking.org or call 253-2465 for
schedule of upcoming hikes.

Orinda Historical Society. Third Wednesday, 7 to 9 p.m., Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin
Way, 254-1353.

Orinda Job’s Daughters. First and third Monday, 7 p.m., 9 Altarinda Road, 283-7176.

Orinda Juniors community service group. First Tuesday, September to June, 7 p.m. Contact
Diane Petek and Amy Campbell at orinda.juniors @yahoo.com for location.

Orinda/Tabor (Czech Republic) Sister City Foundation. Fourth Thursday, 7 p.m. social,
7:30 p.m. meeting, call 254-8260 for location.

Orinda Teen Advisory Council. Second Wednesday, 4 p.m., Community Center, 28 Orinda
Way. For information, email orindateenadvisorycouncil @gmail.com.

Orinda Woman’s Club. Second Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. to noon, call Jean Barnhart, 254-3881.

Send calendar items to Maggie Sharpe at m.sharpe66@gmail.com

Are you considering buying?
Do you want to know what your home is worth in the current market?
Are you wondering what is happening to home prices in the area?

For current information, give me a call about your real estate needs.

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

LEILA SCHLEIN

Leila@LeilaSchlein.com  www.LeilaSchlein.com
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¢ PERFECT from page 1

angles got pretty tiring.” While maintaining
the emotional quality necessary for each
take wasn’t a problem for Elijah, he admit-
ted remembering exactly what he had done
movement wise could be challenging. “The
crew was really great. They would remind
me that [ had my hand in a different place
or forgot to pick up a glass a certain way,”’
he adds.

Hanson found film acting less stressful
than stage performances. “In film if you
mess up, you can redo it. But on stage,

..classified ads

Miramonte graduate providing computer support
to Lamorinda area for 12 years is now TransBay
Tech. Services include: Windows/MAC support,
OS Upgrades, software/hardware installations,
networking, troubleshooting, consulting, data
recovery, spyware/virus removal, iPod/iPhone
setup, etc. Home visits and competitive rates.
info@transbaytech.com or 925-948-5546.

Macintosh technical services for busy profession-
als. Apple certified with OSX. Specialist in desktop
publishing, database & Internet solutions. Get the
help you need today. Call 254-5467.

Help Wanted

Make a Difference at LARC! Lamorinda Adult
Respite Center is seeking kind, fun-loving volun-
teers. Assist 1-2x a month in our program for those
with dementia. Games, crafts, music, laughter.
Contact Beth 254-3465. Located at 433 Moraga
Way, Orinda.

Seeking volunteer to fill open board position as
Treasurer of the Orinda Association. Board meets
2nd Monday of each month, in the evenings.
Treasurer would prepare monthly report using
QuickBooks with data generated by paid staff. For
more information, call Mark Roberts at 254-9246.

Household Service

Home repairs: Kitchen & Bath, Tile Decks, Ter-
mite & Dry rot, Drainage, Electrical, Foundation.
Lic#458473. Don 510-812-0310.

House Cleaning. Free estimates, affordable, qual-
ity. 510-837-2996.

Reliable Window & Gutter Cleaning. Friendly ser-
vice and outstanding results! Servicing Lamorinda
since 1983. Please call 925-254-7622 or visit us
at www.reliablewindowservice.com.

Total Clean. Serving Lamorinda homes since 1985.
Insured and bonded employees. 376-1004.

Piano, guitar with Robbie Dunbar. All levels: MA
Music Composition. At your home. Piano tuning.
323-9706.

Pet Care

All Ears Pet Sitting Services - Expert pet care in
your home. A.M. & P.M. visits, midday dog walks,
Also, dog boarding in my home. Orinda resident.
925-253-8383 - http://allearspetcare.com.

Services

A Home Repair Expert - Carpentry, electric &
plumbing, doors, locks, windows, glass, fences,
painting, drywall, decks, odd jobs. 20 Yrs. Exp. East
Bay Hills. Call Rick 510-761-7168.

Calligraphy for invitations and special events. Call
254-8444.

Handyman, expert tile, Orinda resident. Satisfied
customers. Call Carson 925-708-7059.

Spring garden/yard cleanup. Gardens prepared
for planting, pruning/trimming. Pressure washing/
brush cutting. Experienced Orinda resident. Refs.
Charles 925-254-5533/925-528-9385.

acation Rentals

CABO SAN LUCAS

Cabo San Lucas. Beautiful home on the Pacific
sleeps ten. To view go to lavillacontenta.com. 925-
254-5539 of 925-254-6264.

I buy 1950’s Furniture. Danish modern, Herman
Miller, Knoll wanted. 1 item or entire estate! Call
Rick at 510-219-9644. Courteous house calls.

you’re on your own,” she says. Hanson was
also very comfortable performing with so
many of her friends and having Julie as a
director. “I’'m really comfortable with Julie.
She’s so nice and helpful.”

According to Rubio, the film really
changed during production. “With every-
thing going on in the world and the rash of
teen suicides in the Bay Area, I added sev-
eral scenes and made the teens, especially
the girls, much stronger,” she explains.

Rubio attracted a first-class crew for the
film including top cinematographer Marty
Rosenberg. “He has done Field of Dreams
and all the Star Wars films,” she says. “We
are so lucky to have him. The film just
looks amazing.”

What is also amazing is that Julie has
managed to keep the entire film budget to
approximately $90,000, a budget unheard
of in film circles. “Now we just need to get
the film out there and into as many theaters
and film festivals as possible,” Rubio says.

In addition to the April 29, 7 p.m., show-
ing at the Orinda Theatre, Too Perfect will
also be shown at Miramonte High School
in the theater on May 6 with 25 percent of
the proceeds going to the school.

Rubio also hopes to show the film at the
Rheem Theater and at other Bay Area ven-
ues as well as a host of film festivals before
making it available to iTunes, Blockbusters
and Netflicks.

Tickets for the April 29 and May 1 show-
ings at the Orinda Theatre can be purchased
at the box office, 2 Orinda Theatre Square,
Orinda. Call 254-9060.

Actors from the film will do a question
and answer session following the 70-minute
screening. The Orinda Theatre has also
announced that it will give one free ticket
for each one purchased for Too Perfect.
The free ticket can be used for any other
regular film being shown at the theater.
For more information on the movie, go to
www.tooperfect.net.

4 ACTION from page 1

flowers in public areas. “And, in the spirit of
Earth Day, donations of food for the Contra
Costa Food Bank, and clothing items for
Goodwill will also be accepted during
registration at the Community Center,” says
Severson. “And don’t forget to take your
electronic recycling to Rite Aid.”

Orinda In Action volunteers are asked to
bring a sun hat, sunscreen, gloves, sturdy
shoes, water and a willingness to get a little
dirty. All ages are welcome to participate.
(Children age 12 and under require a parent
or adult chaperone.) To pre-register, or to
suggest a project, email OrindalnAction@
gmail.com. Volunteers will meet at the
Orinda Community Center the morning of
April 16; t-shirts will be provided on a first

come, first served basis. Once registered,
volunteers will disburse to various projects,
many of which are within walking distance
of the Community Center. Bagels, juice and
coffee will be served in the morning, and a
pizza lunch will await hungry workers as
they finish their shifts.

“Orinda In Action provides a quick and
simple way for everyone in our community
to participate in maintaining the beauty of
Orinda,” says Jessica Smith. “We are all so
fortunate to live in such a wonderful place.
Orinda In Action is a great way to show
our respect for our city and to give a little
something back.”

Orinda In Action is sponsored by the
City of Orinda. Call 253-4200 for more
information.

4 WINNERS from page 2
2nd Place — Vivek Narayan, 10th grade,
Bentley

3rd Place — Bryan Wharton, 10th grade,
Acalanes

Honorable Mentions:

Ruth Hoover, 10th grade, Campolindo

Nadia Osokin, 11th grade, Bentley

Ryan Tucci, 11th grade, Miramonte
Photography Winners:

Ist Place — Mia Taapken, 10th grade,
Miramonte

2nd Place — Yijing Lin, 11th grade,
Bentley

3rd Place — Tyler Young, 12th grade,
Miramonte

Honorable Mentions:

Ruthie Shapiro, 12th grade, Campolindo

Elodie Kwan, 11th grade, Campolindo

Heidi Roodvoets, 11th grade, Miramonte

The viewer’s choice award, “Best in
Show,” went to Sarah Manley, 12th grade,
Campolindo. Both viewers and judges’
votes were tabulated in determining the
“Best in Show” award.

Judges for this year, included: Victor Co-
hen-Stuart, Judith Feins, Greg Piatt, Nancy
Daniels, Shawn HibmaCronan, Vicki Jo
Sowell, Darwin Marable, Scott McCue,
and Jamie Westdal. Guests at the March 9
reception enjoyed live music provided by
the Miramonte Jazz Band, delicious hors
d’houevres and delectable cupcakes. The
VAC was co-sponsored this year by the
Educational Foundation of Orinda (EFO),
Moraga Educational Foundation (MEF),
Lafayette Partners in Education (LPIE) and
Lamorinda Patch. For more information
about the VAC and other programs, includ-
ing the popular Orinda Idol competition,
please visit OrindaArtsCouncil.org.

‘ AUTHOR from page 6

and the Hana Maui Hotel.”

Hana-lani explores T.S. Eliot’s per-
manent questions. Sunderland says she
believes, along with many others, that T.S.
Eliot “is one of the great 20th -century
prophets. He asked what he called the per-
manent questions all societies ask — what
is goodness, truth, and love? What makes
a civilization civil?” Hana-lani explores
some of these ideas in the form of a love
story “set in a breathtaking location.”

One theme that Sunderland was particu-
larly interested in exploring in Hana-lani
was the demands of love because “love
has become so distorted in today’s com-
mercial and highly charged sexual world.
I also wanted to raise the question, ‘do we
need to preserve and protect the family
which so informs our culture through the
generations?’”

The author donates all profits from her
books to children’s charities. “It is a great
pleasure to be able to give back to the com-
munity, and I hope I shall always be able

to do this.”

Sunderland’s novels are available at
Orinda Books or through her website,
which also includes a blog, at www.Chris-
tineSunderland.com.

4 HONK from page 14

room on Friday, April 29, at 4 p.m. and 7
p.m. and Saturday, April 30, at 3 p.m. and 7
p.m. Visit www.orindaschools.org/glorietta
for ticket information.

2011
Publication Schedule

Deadline
April 5
May 5

Issue
May 2011
June 2011

Ad rates are $5 per
line - $10 minimum

There are 32 spaces per line. Count each letter, punctuation mark, and space between words.

e For Sale Address
Cars )
Musical Instruments City

Zip Phone

Category

Number of Lines

Orinda News classified ads ...

Your ad in The Orinda News reaches 9,000 households and businesses in Orinda!

Email

Sports Equipment
Miscellaneous

Write your ad in the boxes below with one letter, space or punctuation mark in each box. Cost is
$5 per line: $10 minimum.

 Help Wanted
¢ Household Services

Caregivers

Domestics

House-Sitting
e Instruction

Music Lessons

Tutors
Miscellaneous

¢ Pets

¢ Pet Care
¢ Rentals

* Services
¢ Vacation Rentals/
Home Exchanges

your receipt.
* Wanted

Enclose your check payable to The Orinda Association and mail to Orinda News, P.O. Box 97, Orinda,
CA 94563. We reserve the right to reject any ad. Classified ads must be prepaid. Your cancelled check is
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They remain friends after the home is
completed,” says Annemieke Howsepian,
Daniel’s wife of 31 years.

dh Structures has a history of working
with local architects including Peter Golze,
Richard Bartlett, and Tim Ward. “I build by
consensus. I enjoy helping people under-
stand what is possible within their budget
and people tend to like my ideas. It is not
just about money for me but more about
delivering an excellent product for the value
they are getting,” adds Howsepian.

Daniel and Annemieke have three chil-
dren, Stephan, Julian and Favienne. All
attended local schools and graduated from
Miramonte High School. Stephan is an
engineering consultant for Citrix in San
Francisco. Julian, a U.C. Davis graduate
with a degree in viticulture and enology,
is currently working at Sunnyside in Lake
Tahoe while he searches for a position in
the wine industry. Favienne is a cinema
major at San Francisco State University and
spending her junior year abroad studying in
Paris. Annemieke teaches jazzercise classes
in Pleasant Hill. Throughout the year, the
Howsepians enjoy spending free time at
Lake Tahoe. Daniel is Assistant Patrol
Director for the Squaw Valley Ski Resort.

In this difficult economic environment,
dh Structures crews are busy. The good
work and good faith demonstrated over
the years comes back by word of mouth
referrals to new clients. “We are grateful to
the Lamorinda community for welcoming
us. We are fortunate to continue to have
good clients in spite of the recession,”
adds Daniel.

For more information about dh Struc-
tures, visit the website at www.dhstruc-
tures.com or give Daniel Howsepian a call
at 254-3583.

SALLY HOGARTY
Kevin Wong practices chiropractic care from the
feet up.

Orinda Chiropractic Features Infrared
Laser Therapy

Husband and wife chiropractic team
Kevin and Isabelle Wong are the first
chiropractors in the State of California to
offer fully robotic infrared therapy laser
to clients. Their practice is located in the
Crossroads at 89 Moraga Way. Ample park-
ing is available both in front and behind
their office.

LaANnDscAPE Co.
Lc# B18633

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

WWW. BLUERIDGELC.COM

ORINDA

What sets Kevin Wong apart from other
chiropractors is his primary emphasis on
treating feet and lower extremities. “A lot
of lower back pain is in fact caused by lack
of arch support in the feet. I teach over
50 hours annually to chiropractors in the
United States and internationally about how
to examine the body, especially the feet
and lower body,” explains Kevin Wong. A
native of Orinda, both he and Isabelle are
graduates of Palmer College of Chiroprac-
tic West in San Jose.

Wong speaks highly of the infrared
therapy laser treatment, explaining infrared
light is applied at a certain frequency that is
therapeutic. “I calculate and set parameters
on the machine before I turn it on. The in-
frared light increases circulation, increases
lymph node drainage and releases natural
pain killers — the endorphins created by
the body,” explains Wong. “Laser therapy
treatment is a great tool. We use it on pretty
much every part of the body. Not many
chiropractors have this kind of technology
available for their clients,” he adds.

Infrared laser therapy treatment is con-
sidered an effective tool by Wong. The
effectiveness is achieved over time, so
about six to eight visits are required. One
laser application is $45. “I provide the first
treatment for free. However, before I can
administer the first treatment an examina-
tion is required and a fee is charged for the
preliminary exam,” says Wong. “The laser
is a very safe modality. While other laser
therapies create heat for the patient, the in-
frared therapy does not create any heat. The
patient does not even know it is on. There
are no side effects. Occasionally people feel
some warmth under the skin because of the
increased circulation it produces,” he adds.

Kevin Wong has been a part of the Orinda
community since he was a child. In addi-
tion to establishing his practice here, he
continues to be involved by participating
in Miramonte High School’s annual Career
Night every spring. He and his wife Isabelle
have two children. Kyle is 8 years old and
plays baseball. Gabrielle is a kindergartner.

For more information about Orinda
Chiropractic, visit the website at www.
orindachiropractic.com or give them a call
at 254-4040. They have convenient hours
for the working professional and are open
Mondays, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesdays, 7 a.m.
to 1 p.m., Wednesdays, 9 am. to 6 p.m.,
Fridays, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays,
7:00 a.m. to noon.

cl ST. JOHN'S
ANGLICAN MISSION

Learn more at:
www.saintjohnsanglican.org or
http:/fanglicanchurch.net
For more information contact:
925-386-6393 or
info@saintjohnsanglican.org

11am Sunday Worship at
Santa Maria Church Chapel, Orinda
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Residential and
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Painting Services
Meticulous attention to detail
40 years of sofisfied customers

David Collins, Orinda

N 925-254-6882
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Maureen Wilbur

For the 3R’s of Real Estate
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Earning High Marks From Clients
Ask Maureen how she features your Home
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Maureen Wilbur
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” fitness
for life

“I went from size 8
to size 2 in three
months”

“I'd had three halies in threa
years and couldn't find my way
back to a fit iestyle. Sheena
and the team at Living Lean
helpad me get on a warkout
and healthy eating plan, The
best pant is being accountable
each weak, sopmdg the science
behingd the plan, and having the
support of the Living Lean team
behind me.”

—Kim White, Orinda

Call today for
your consulatation:

(925)360-7051 ( °
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A comprehensive approach to filness:
» Body Composition Analysis » [Group Classes s
» Customized Eating & Exerciza Flan  » Living Lean Meals To Go ll\fl ng |ean '
« Weekly Nutrition Consultation » (iift Certificates
. | Traind g
o Ty Facebook Ewitker by Sheena

Studios in Theatre Sguare, Orinda and Moniclair Village. www.thelivingleanprogram.com
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To send items for consideration, email
Hotz at v.hotz@att.net.

Christopher Casado Challenges His
Clients

Orindan Christoper Casado believes
in a good challenge so co-founding TSC
Challenge Hikes was a natural business
for him. The TSX Challenge is a 75 mile,
nine day and eight night backpacking
trans-Sierra hike across the Sequoia and
Kings Canyon National Parks. It is not your
average backpacking trip. It is designed to
be a transformational experience that leads
hikers to Mt. Whitney, the highest point
in the lower 48 states. Each group of 12
is composed of motivated people ranging
in age from 10 to 65 and Casado says he

Putting a Personal Face

on Local Business
Valerie Hotz

witnesses a renewed sense of responsibility,
community, self-confidence and inspiration
among participants.

“I first experienced this trip when I was
a freshman in high school. Our group in-
cluded parents, 5th grade students and re-
tirees. It was an interesting, dynamic group
of people and an unforgettable experience,”
says Christopher Casado. Originally estab-
lished in 1983 by professional guide Mike
Murphy, Casado has joined Murphy to
expand the program to include four separate
trips conveniently scheduled throughout
July and August. If you are looking for an
unusual summer vacation experience that
will be both challenging and rewarding, this
is it. You need look no further.

“This is a trip for anyone who has a level

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.» CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.5.

A Frofessional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda, CA 94563

025.254.08
R R
g

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing cosmetic
dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available.
Consullations are complimentary. Dentistry with Excellence.

Mew Falients are Welcome!

VALERIE HOTZ
Christopher Casado leads challenging hikes.

of physical fitness to be able to hike in high
altitude and cover about eight miles a day,
is committed, and wants to do something
different this summer. Individual hikers
must weigh at least 80 pounds, in order
to be able to manage the 30 to 40 pound
backpack. We provide all communal items
including the tents, cooking gear and food
and hikers bring their personal effects
such as the backpack, sleeping bag, cloth-
ing, toothpaste and toothbrush. We can
provide the backpack if necessary,” points
out Casado.

With 28 years experience as a profes-
sional guide, Mike Murphy is a Sierra Club
National Outings Leader and member of
the California Geographical Society, where
he served on the board of directors for 14
years. He has led Sierra Club backpacking
trips for nearly 19 years.

“I see a neat transformation in young
people. The first few days of the hike can
be tough and sometimes there is complain-
ing, and by the third day you can’t catch up
with the kids. We share stories around the
campfire at the lower elevations, but by the
time we get to higher elevations, we hike
above the tree line and there is no firewood
available for campfires,” shares Casado.
Responsibilities for setting up camp, cook-
ing and cleaning up are shared by everyone.
“We work together to navigate the trail each
step of the way,” adds Casado.

Casado has a background in investment
banking. He and his wife, Un Casado,
moved to Orinda in 2009 from San Fran-

Breedlove

Health, Life, Long Term Care
Business, Families, Individuals

925-254-6262

www.breedloveinsurance.com

Insurance Services

~ ¥ = ) -y o ‘u-# 5,
Simply Exqifisite Gardens®"

cisco. The couple has two young children,
two year-old Claire and Brooks, who is
six months of age. Un serves as director
of strategic marketing at Fluidigm, a life
science tools company.

An information session about TSX Chal-
lenge hikes will be presented at Bonfire
Pizzeria in Theatre Square on April 7 at 7
p-m. Registration is appreciated by email-
ing inspire @tsxchallenge.com You may
give Chris Casado a call at 925-255-5065 or
visit the website at www.tsxchallenge.com.

dh Structures, Inc. Specializes in
Custom Home Construction

Daniel Howsepian is a general building
contractor with a vision ahead of his time.
A general contractor since 1980, Howse-
pian worked on many projects in the Lake
Tahoe area, including the Tahoe Beach and
Ski Club. When the Tahoe Regional Plan-
ning Association (TRPA) stepped in and

VALERIE HOTZ
Daniel Howsepian will customize your home.

stopped development, Howsepian relocated
to Orinda 25 years ago. “I am an environ-
mentalist and I did not fight the TRPA. My
wife, Annemieke, is from Amsterdam. I am
from New York, and we enjoy the outdoors,
so we moved to Orinda and re-established

the business here,” says Howsepian.
dh Structures, Inc. specializes in custom
home building, additions to existing homes
and remodels, handling everything from
Craftsman to Tudor, Modern and Medi-
terranean styles. “I enjoy helping people
design their homes. Clients come to me and
ask me to help with the details to complete
their vision. These details include selecting
colors, deciding on shapes, proportions and
spatial relationships,” explains Howsepian.
He takes the extra care to introduce himself
to a client’s neighbors in order to maintain
good relations throughout a remodeling
project. “What makes Daniel so good at
what he does is his personable approach.
People enjoy working with him and often
clients become friends during a project.
[SEe BUZZ page 19]
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Jeannie Fitch, owner and Orinda
resident.
APLD member, Cerlified Designer



