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City of Orinda Says
No to Governor’s
Request for Property
Taxes

By FRAN MILLER
Staff Writer

tis referred to as “tax-jacking,” and nearly

100 California cities, including Orinda,
are saying “enough is enough” to the state
government’s practice of raiding local cof-
fers to cover state budget shortfalls.

Since 1992, state lawmakers have si-
phoned billions in local property tax rev-
enues to support public schools. Through
fiscal year 2007-2008, Orinda alone has
paid the state $3,007,312. The loss over
the years has left the city in a precarious
position, and the current economic down-
turn makes the city’s situation even more
tenuous.

And now, with the state once again in
dire budget straits, the State Department
of Finance is recommending that $2 bil-
lion (8 percent) in local property taxes
be “borrowed” to meet the state’s budget
shortfall — allowed by Proposition 1A
which lets the state borrow $2 billion from
California cities twice during a ten year
period, with repayment due within three
years. For Orinda, this amounts to a loss
of $425,906.

In opposition to the state’s proposal, the
Orinda City Council, atit’s May 19 council
meeting, passed a resolution declaring a
state of severe fiscal hardship. The resolu-
tion was forwarded to the Governor’s of-
fice and to the League of California Cities.
Ninety-six other struggling California cities
have also declared states of fiscal hardship,
and the League of California Cities expects
dozens more to follow suit. California cities
are sending the message that they cannot
afford to bail the state out of its chronic
budget problem.

“Borrowing to solve the state budget is
irresponsible, deepens the state’s deficit and
harms communities,” states Orinda Mayor

[See BUDGET page 8]
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The Chamber of Commerce did last year’s parade proud with its Statue of Liberty entry.
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Family Pleads for Answers in Student’s Death

By MAGGIE SHARPE
Staff Writer

letter to the Orinda community from

Joe Loudon’s mother, requesting that

people come forward with information

on the death of her 16-year-old son, has

elicited dozens of emails and phone calls
to the family and Orinda Police.

“The investigation is going well. We are

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Joe Loudon (L) and Manuelito, one of the boys
he met while working at an orphanage in Mexico
over spring break.

conducting more interviews this week,”
said Orinda Police Chief Bill French on
June 8.

Thomas Payne, Loudon’s uncle and god-
father, says his sister Marianne is mourning
her son, but she’s also very frustrated.

“We need people who were at the party
to come in and talk to the Orinda police,”
said Payne. “We need answers and closure
to this thing.”

He added that his sister is “pumped up
that moms in the Orinda community are
outraged and want answers.”

Loudon died on the night of Saturday,
May 23, at a party on Hillcrest Drive in
Orinda that was attended by about 50
people.

Although toxicology reports are still
pending, it is believed that Loudon’s death
was alcohol-related, according to Orinda
Police Chief Bill French. Partygoers found
Loudon unconscious in the hallway of the
home and called paramedics. He was taken
to Kaiser in Walnut Creek, where he was
pronounced dead before midnight.

In her June 3 letter addressed to the Orin-
da Community, Marianne Payne writes:

“Over the past week, I have been over-
whelmed by generous offers of support
from so many people — all or most have
offered ‘anything, anything I can do to help
you, just ask.’ I am now asking — pleading —
for your help. I need information — and the
Orinda Police need information — and we
need answers about Joe’s death.”

Police Chief French said most of the
emails and phone calls that they received

[See LOUDEN page 14]

School Board Juggling
Additional State Cuts

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

As the 2008-9 school year drew to a
close, the Orinda Union School Dis-
trict received word from the governor’s
office that $500,000 for the current school
year in expected state revenue would not
materialize and that deeper cuts in the
2009-10 budget would also take place.
The OUSD school board decided to take
$500,000 from reserves to cover this year’s
expenses and put together an even leaner
budget for the upcoming academic year.

“The state cuts way exceed what we
thought when we went for the parcel tax,”
said OUSD board president Riki Sorenson,
who felt a new parcel tax would be needed
within three years. “The word from the state
is to expect early, mid-year, and late-year
cuts for next year,” said OUSD director of
business services Jerry Bucci. “The state
recommends that district’s hold on to their
reserves.” According to Bucci, the board’s
goal was to keep 9 percent of its budget
in reserve. They currently have 5 percent.
They are mandated by the state to keep at
least 3 percent in reserve. If they fall below
that mark, the state could take over the
district’s finances.

“We’ve already made monumental
changes. There is a limit to what we can
reduce for next year. We’re already past
the deadline for letting teachers know that
they might be let go,” said board member
Pam West.

The budget for the 2009-10 school year
lists $838,500 in cuts, which include reduc-
ing school supplies, eliminating a custodial
position, eliminating the elementary librar-
ian positions, the library assistant position,
and a district library secretary position.
Other eliminations include elementary
computer teacher positions and reducing
and/or restructuring district office staff.
The most controversial of the cuts was the
elimination of the environmental educa-
tion staff position at the Wagner Ranch
Nature Area (WRNA) currently held by

[SEE OUSD page 14]

COLDWGECLL

In Patti’s world,
everyone’s a winner!

|| Patti Camras

4 Real Estate Services

5 Moraga Way

Orinda, CA 94563

1 (925) 253-4609

| patti.camras@camoves.com
www.patticamras.com




2 ®'THE ORINDA NEWS ® July 2009

BACKYARD GETAWAYS

The World in Our Backyard

he lure of a warm sunny day, a primor-
dial call when we succumb to the sweet
breath of spring and long to be outside.
There is the urge to go on a picnic, laze
on a lawn, walk in a garden, or simply be
outdoors. Color and fragrance both soothe
and excite. And we here in Orinda can
satisfy all of these desires in one place,
because we are blessed by the presence of
a world-class botanical garden right here in
our very own backyard.
Nestled in the Berkeley hills between the

Backyard Getaways and Beyond
UC Botanical Garden at Berkeley —

Lynda Leonard

Lawrence Hall of Science and Memorial
Stadium, is a 34-acre botanical garden,
home to plants from every continent in the
world, except Antarctica: the UC Botanical
Garden at Berkeley (UCBG). Established in
1890, the garden is a living museum where
every turn in a path leads to discovery. The
garden’s notably diverse collection includes
over 12,000 different kinds of plants and
is home to many rare and endangered spe-
cies, including approximately 200 from
California and another 1,300 to 1,400 from

Maureen Wilbur
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around the world. Nearly all specimens in
the garden have been brought in from the
wild. Detailed records are kept concerning
their place of origin, thus enhancing their
scientific and educational value consider-
ably.

On a sunny day in March, UCBG Direc-
tor Paul Licht took me on a tour, telling
stories and revealing an intimate knowledge
of the plants and ecosystems in this great
garden. Immediately obvious is Licht’s pas-
sion for his charges. A retired UC Berkeley
professor of zoology, he has always been
an avid gardener. Given this, UC did not let
Licht retire for long before he was asked to
become the director of the garden. Now, it
seems that UCBG is his second home and
he often pays a visit on days off to make
sure that everything is in order.

The garden is arranged into nine major
geographic regions: Mediterranean, Asia,
Southern Africa, New World Desert, South
America, Australasia (Australia, New Zea-
land, and high elevations of islands in the
South Pacific), Mexico/Central America,
Eastern North America, and California.
Special collections include orchid, fern,
and carnivorous plants; arid house, in-
cluding Southern African and New World
Desert areas; cycad and palms from every
continent; old roses; food plants and other
crops of the world; herbs; and Chinese
medicinal herbs.

IT'S TIME

TO CALL

ALPINE

ROOF AND
GUTTER
CLEANING

CO.
254-5060

DIV. OF BLUE PINES

TREE SERV.
k ORINDA, CALIF.

FREE ESTIMATES

COURTESY OF UC BOTANICAL GARDEN
The 34-acre botanical garden includes a Japanese
waterfall and pool.

In the Asia section, look for the spec-
tacular spring flowering of the empress
tree (Paulownia glabrarta). Linger at the
Japanese waterfall and pool. Look closely
at the bottom of the pond and you will see
newts that surface for air every 10 to 15
minutes. This is an important breeding
ground for these creatures, native to upper
Strawberry Canyon. Snakes like to swim
in the pool, fishing for lunch, while hawks
perch high in the trees, waiting for an op-
portunity to catch a snake. Examine the
rocks and lantern. They were part of the
Japanese exhibit at the 1939 San Francisco

COURTESY OF UC BOTANICAL GARDEN
Colorful flowers abound in the botanical garden
where over 12,000 kinds of plants are dis-
played.

World’s Fair and Exposition, and Japan sent
stonemasons to California to prepare them
for the exhibit. Not wanting to ship the
stones back to Japan when the fair closed,
the pool was donated to the garden. Feel
the polish on the top of the rocks edged

[SEe GARDENS page 18]
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SENIOR SERVICES

ComPForcare Serves Orinda Alzheimer’s

Community

By ELANA O’LOSKEY
Staff Writer

hen the McCalla family began re-

searching where to obtain compas-
sionate care for Vern McCalla’s 87-year-
old mother with Alzheimer’s, they were
surprised. Agencies they interviewed more
or less provided baby-sitting services rather
than caregivers with patient-centered train-
ing for this special needs population. The
timing was right for the McCalla family
to fill what they perceived as an important
need in our community — assisting older
adults to remain at home in a comfortable,
familiar environment when illness, injury
or age makes life more challenging.

Vern Sr. had just retired so together with
his brother, his wife Francesca, and son
Vern Jr., they researched the industry and
decided upon a franchise with ComForcare.
“The company had 10 years in the business
and provided expertise in every area we
needed,” says Francesca. They have been

in business for a little over a year and feel
that the experience, training and compli-
ance information the franchise provided
allowed them to hit the ground running.
Things like proprietary software for their
particular business, payroll, updated Certi-
fied Nursing Certificates, information about
what the Veteran’s Administration provides
for patients, what folks can get at low cost
from their insurance companies — the list
goes on and on — all these resources saved
them time.

Although they originally opened Com-
Forcare in Lafayette, they realized after a
while that it would be better for them to
operate the business in Orinda, where they
have lived since 1991. “It’s funny,” says
Francesca, “The same moms who used to
drive Vern Jr. on field trips in school are
now asking us to provide care for their par-
ents!” Vern Jr. is the CEO of ComForcare
and has a passion for the business because
his grandmother has always been an im-
portant part of his life. He holds the same

Lamorinda Seniors Save Money Thanks To
New Senior Helpers Discount Card

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

Anew Lamorinda Senior Discount Card
is available to local seniors thanks to
Senior Helpers, an in-home care provider
for seniors. The card entitles seniors to
discounts of between 10-20 percent at se-
lect restaurants, clothing stores, auto repair
shops and other Lamorinda businesses.

The card is free of charge to seniors 65
and older. A total of 30 businesses in the
Lamorinda area are participating in the
program at the start with additional busi-
nesses to be added.

“Seniors age 65 and older make up al-
most 20 percent of our population,” says
Kevin Reneau, the owner of Senior Help-
ers in Contra Costa and program founder.
“My goal in starting the discount card was
to provide a significant discount to our
seniors while also giving a boost to local
businesses.”

Reneau says the business community’s
response to the program has been over-
whelming. However to get the program up
and running, he limited the initial participa-
tion to just 30 businesses, 10 each from the
three Lamorinda cities.
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- Regular & Chicago style pizza
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John Kirby

Owner

EFO -
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda -

wishes to thank its
Business Partner

Sherrie and Billy Perlistein,
Prudential California Realty

for generously supporting
the Orinda schools.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The McCalla family (Vern Sr. and Vern Jr.) started
ComForcare in response to another family mem-
ber.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

For more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.org/businesspartners/Business-
PartnerList.html

standard for their clients’ parents as he does
for his own grandmother. Vern Jr. also has
a sociology degree with a business minor

[SEE CARE page 6]
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EDITORIAL

Even More Important to Celebrate
This 4th of July After Trying Times

B etween the housing and auto industry
crisis, high unemployment, stock
market woes, and the state budget crisis,
2009 has not been a particularly joyous
year so far.

Businesses in Orinda have struggled as
consumers have less to spend. Of course,
that translates into less taxes for the City
of Orinda. Add the Governor Schwarzeneg-
ger’s decision to “borrow” property tax
funds (the state is required to repay these
funds within three years with interest) to
help balance the state budget, and the city
finds itself in a precarious position. At its
May 19 meeting, the Orinda City Council
declared a state of severe fiscal hardship.
The declaration, which was sent to the
Governor, does not have the power to stop
the action. Since the early 1990s, the state
has legally been able to siphon local prop-
erty tax revenues from California cities.
Through fiscal year 2007-8, Orinda has paid

Letters to the Editor

Thoughtful Letter

Kat Holoch's thoughtful letter (June The
Orinda News) makes a compelling argu-
ment for the need for senior apartments
near BART. But she does not address why
the planning commission seems to think
the only way to do this is to raze the block
containing Longs and Orinda Hardware,
and replace it with a five-story monstrosity,
effectively ruining our wonderful down-
town. This location makes no sense!

The proper place for such a development
would be just north of 24, on Orinda Way
— which is much closer to BART than the
hardware store. There is ample space there
for such building, and there are already tall
structures all around, so there would be
no disruption of the neighborhood. Most
importantly, the things a senior apartment-
dweller would likely want access to — the
library, community center, park, and only
grocer in town — are very close. Putting
seniors in the hardware store block instead
would leave them isolated, a long walk with
hills and stairs from these destinations.

Orinda City Planning Director Em-
manuel Ursu has said in public meetings
he'd like to see Orinda's downtown be
"more like Palo Alto." The planning com-
mission, dominated by developers, wants
a 5-story behemoth instead of our friendly
little neighborhood. And Ms. Holoch,
who consults to developers, clearly seems
to support this idea as well. What do the
17,000 Orindans not in the development
industry think? We need to hear from them;
I would imagine most might want Orinda
to be like the town they live in now, not the
Palo Alto or Pleasant Hill the developers
envision.

the state $3,007,312 — money that could go
a long way towards improving Orinda’s
infrastructure problems.

The city is not the only one crying foul.
The Orinda Union School District received
notice in June that it would not receive
$500,000 in anticipated state revenue for
the 2008-9 school year and that the district
would see an 18 percent reduction in the
amount of funding for 2009-10.

But thanks to the tenacity of local
residents and their willingness to contribute
both money and time, Orinda is in much
better shape than many Bay Area cities.
While the economy still has a long way to
go, there are a few bright spots. Local real-
tors have noted a rise in home sales, some
stocks have even gone up recently, and the
unemployment rate is lowering slightly (at
least at press time).

Given the difficulties many have faced
this past year, it is even more important

— Scott Zeller

It’s Punahou not Punahoe

I loved the story about the lost Hawaiian
bracelet found by Moraga Orinda firefighter
Dan Johansen at Briones Reservoir. What
a great lost and found story!

However, as a Punahou graduate (1984) 1
couldn’t help but notice that you misspelled
Punahou (“Punahoe’). The reason this
deserves some attention is that President
Barack Obama was a 1979 graduate of
Punahou School in Honolulu.

— Maya Byrne McBride

Bailout Wall Street Banksters
But Terminate Teachers

As an Orinda resident for over 30 years
and an American for more than 60, it is pa-
thetically shameful to see what our govern-
ment now characterized as “of the banks, by
the banks and for the banks” has become.
At the national level, Wall Street syndicates
in partnership with the corrupted politicians
who now control Washington to bailout the
“banksters” and saddle the people and our
children with tens of $trillions (as in twelve
zeros) of debt. At the local “Main Street”
level, such as our Sleepy Hollow School,
we terminate our outstanding and dedi-
cated computer teacher, the Wagner Ranch
nature area program and teacher, and our
librarian—and deprive our children even
more. Have we lost our senses? Enough
is enough. We need to start taking back
our destiny.

— Chris Kniel

to find those bright spots and to celebrate
our victories and special occasions with
our family and friends whenever possible.
And what better way to celebrate than by
going to a parade.

The Orinda Association has planned an
old fashioned 4™ of July where many of
your neighbors and friends will be march-
ing in the colorful parade. In fact, some
years it seems as if everyone in town is
in the parade. If you like to get up early,

join the Orinda Roadrunners for a pancake
breakfast and/or participate in the Roadrun-
ners’ Fun Run. Following the parade, make
your way to the Community Center Park
where the Bob Claire Orchestra will play
and where there will be lots of activities for
the children. Bring your own picnic or pur-
chase refreshments from the many vendors.
For details on all the activities, go to pages
9 — 11. Happy Independence Day!

— Sally Hogarty, Editor

Orinda Resident Robert Bowen Griesche

B ob passed away on May 3 in the arms
of Lillian, his wife of 65 years. Bob
was born in Berkeley, the only child to
Bessie and Gus Griesche. He attended
schools in Berkeley and was proud of being
an Eagle Scout.

In 12th grade English class, he met Lil-
lian Price and started walking her to class.
They dated for five years while Bob at-
tended Cal Berkeley, and while in ROTC at
Cal he enlisted in the Army. Upon receiving
his BS in Business Administration from Cal
in 1943 as a corporal, Bob was accepted
into Officer Candidate School (OCS). After
Bob completed OCS, Lillian and he married
in Berkeley in 1944. Lillian’s father, Rev-
erend James Allan Price was the minister,
and he and Lillian’s mother welcomed Bob
into the large Price family.

Bob proudly served his country during
WWII as a First Lieutenant Supply Officer
and was stationed in the Philippines from
1944 to 1946.

Bob and Lillian lived in Berkeley and
Concord when their three children were
born. For many years, they lived in Bob’s
childhood home on Sonoma Avenue in
Berkeley. During this time, Bob worked for
Henningsen and Associates. He was active
at North Congregational Church, and then
First Congregational Church.

After building a home in Orinda in 1963,
Bob worked for The Wood Products Indus-
try Fund, commuting to Burlingame. The
couple joined Orinda Community Church
where Bob was an usher. His last job before
retiring in 1987 was as a business manager
for a law firm in Oakland.

Once retired, Bob enjoyed volunteer-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Robert Bowen Griesche

ing at Mended Hearts, where he served as
treasurer for many years. He enjoyed swim-
ming at Meadow Pool and took computer
classes at Rossmoor. He loved to stay in
touch via email.

Friends and family remember Bob as a
sweet and generous gentleman who loved
to tell jokes and work on his investments
and spreadsheets. He was curious and de-
tail oriented and would often surprise his
family by knowing intricate details and far
away locations. The family enjoyed many
vacations including Berkeley Tuolumne
Camp, annual summer trips to Lake Tahoe,
a tour of East Coast historical sites, trips to
visit newly born grandchildren, including
visits to Germany.

Bob is survived by his wife of 65 years,
Lillian, his three children Allene Pistorius,
Anne Leahy Jones, and Robert Price Gri-
esche; his four grandchildren Anne, Maria,
Nick and Sara; and two great-grand chil-
dren Theodore and Hanne.
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ALCOHOL STATS / POLICE BLOTTER

Statistics of Teen Alcohol Use in

California

By MAGGIE SHARPE
Staff Writer

¢ ‘N othing good happens when alcohol

gets into the hands of minors,”
says John Carr, the information officer with
the State Department of Alcohol Beverage
Control (ABC). “It’s hard on the families
and friends when these tragedies happen.”

Carr says that during graduation season,
it’s especially important to talk to minors
about the dangers of underage drinking.

“For example, in 2007 (the last year for
which ABC has statistics), 188 persons un-
der the age of 21 died in alcohol-related car
crashes in California,” says Carr. “Those
were minors who were in a car, not neces-
sarily behind the wheel.”

According to the California Healthy Kids
Survey of the Acalanes School District,
conducted in fall, 2007, 38 percent of 9th-
graders had used alcohol at least once in
their lives, while 66 percent of 11th-graders
had used alcohol. Among 9th-graders,
22 percent had used alcohol in the past
30 days, while 43 percent of 11th-grader
said they’d consumed alcohol in the past
30 days.

When surveyed on whether they’d been
drunk or high on school property, 11 per-
cent of 9th-graders answered yes, and 22
percent of 11th-graders said yes. Twenty-
two percent of 9th-graders said they’d been
very drunk or sick after drinking; that figure
was 48 percent for the 11th-graders.

Some 12 percent of 9th-grade students
said they had been binge drinking within
the past 30 days, while 29 percent of 11th-
graders said they’d been on a binge in the
last 30 days.

Significantly, 95 percent of the 9th-
graders and 95 percent of the 11th-graders
reported feeling that frequent use of alcohol
and other drugs is harmful.

Sean Slade, regional manager for the
Healthy Kids Survey, which is supported
by federal Title IV funds, says there is not a

ORINDA CLEANERS

First Class Quality Cleaning
with Fair Prices
EXPERT ALTERATIONS
37 Moraga Way e Orinda, CA 94563

7-6 Phone:
MON-FRI

8:30-4
254-5155  SAT

significant difference between the Acalanes
School District numbers and the state aver-
age in 9th grade, but by 11th-grade it’s a
different story.

For example, 43 percent of 11th-graders
in the Acalanes district reported drinking
alcohol in the last 30 days, compared to
the state average of 36 percent. Similarly,
48 percent of Acalanes 11th-graders said
they’d been very drunk or sick from drink-
ing in their lifetime, compared to the state
average of 40 percent.

“Obviously something is happening be-
tween 9th and 11th grades,” says Slade.

He says that it is typical in affluent
areas to have a slightly higher alcohol
and marijuana use, but that students also
report fewer safety concerns and incidents
of harassment.

“We see a higher alcohol use in places
like Berkeley and Marin, mainly because
hypothetically students have more spare
time, easier access and more money to
spend,” says Slade.

ABC Director Steve Hardy encour-
aged communities across the country to
participate in Operation Save a Teen in
May, 2009.

“May is a month when families should be
celebrating landmark events such as high
school and college graduation and a wide
variety of outdoor community events,” said
Hardy in a statement. “Everyone needs to
work together to keep those events from be-
ing marred by alcohol-related tragedies.”

For more information, visit the National
Liquor Law Enforcement Association web-
site at www.nllea.org. For more information
on the California Healthy Kids Survey, visit
www.californiahealthykids.org.

EFO -
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda -

wishes to thank its
Business Partner

Chase Bank
(Washington Mutual)

for generously supporting
the Orinda schools.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

For more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.org/businesspartners/Business-
PartnerList.html

L. J. Wilson Construction

925 ¢ 254 « 1884 office
925 « 818 ¢ 1550 cell
larrywilson51@msn.com

License #B 366563

{7 Kitchen and Bath Remodels

{7* Room Additions
[P~ Decks {7~ Structural Repairs
[P~ Design P> and Much More
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

LONGTIME ORINDA RESIDENT
OVER 30 YEARS SERVICING THE EAST BAY AREA

www. ljwilsonconstruction.com

POLICE BLOTTER

May 2009

False Residential Alarms: Officers
responded to 127 false alarm calls
throughout the city.

Auto Burglary (theft from a locked

Commercial Burglary: 1 incident
reported on Ivy Dr.

Vandalism: 3 incidents reported on
Diablo View Dr., Las Vegas and Casa

vehicle): 5 incidents reported at La Enci- Vieja.
nal, Theatre Square, California Ave., Domestic Violence: 1 incident was
Monte Vista Rd. and Via Floreado. reported on Oak Rd.
Petty Theft From Vehicle (theft of
less than $400 value from an unlocked Arrests

Alcohol — Drunk in Public: 5 indi-
viduals were arrested on Camino Pablo,
El Camino Moraga and 3 on Moraga
Way.

Recovered Stolen Vehicle: 3 inci-
dents reported on Dover Ct., Tahos Rd.,
and Orinda Way.

Driving Under Influence — Misc.: 3
arrests were made at Hwy 24 off-ramp
EB at St Stephens, Lombardy at Sleepy
Hollow, and Ivy Dr. at Moraga Way.

Driving Under Influence — Misde-

Stolen Vehicle: 2 incidents reported meanor: 1 arrest was made on Glorietta
at Descanso and Bates Blvd. at Davis Blvd.

Rd. Misdemeanor: 1 misdemeanor arrest
Armed Robery: 1 incident reported made in the 100 block of Hillcrest Dr.
on Moraga Way. Warrant Arrests: 2 individuals were

Residential Burglary: 3 incidents arrested on Camino Pablo at Santa Maria

vehicle): 1 incident reported on Meadow
View Rd.

All Other Petty Thefts: 2 incidents
reported at Moraga Way and Camino
Sobrante.

Grand Theft — From Vehicle (theft
of more than $400 value from an
unlocked vehicle): 1 incident reported
on North Ln.

Grand Theft Other: 2 incidents re-
ported on Vista Del Orinda and Donna
Maria Way.

reported on Culver Ct., Mossbridge Ln. Way and Moraga Via.
and Haciendas Rd. — Compiled by Jeanette Irving,
Orinda Police Department

GET THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE...

TOTAL CLEAN

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

Our Money Back Guarantee
If for any reason you are not happy with our
work, we will reclean the area for free.
And if you are still not pleased,
you pay nothing.

Directors Kim Winter and Janet McGill

Protecting You and Your Home Since 1985
Our employees are insured and bonded. Social Security and Workers’
Compensation is paid and we assume absolutely all liability for our employees.
Top Quality Customer Service
We meet with each of our new clients, and we take the time to review each home and each cus-
tomer’s needs. Total Clean was recently rated “Top Quality” by a Bay Area Consumer Group,
and we are dedicated to providing the highest quality of service possible.

A clean house is just a phone call away. 376-1004

For Outstanding Real Estate Results

Residences
Investment Properties
Retirement Re
Industry Advice

Sin e-.—ﬁwf-:.. .'{’
David Pierce

has been helping clients realize their

goals and achieve their objectives.
-

Foryour cd'mpli%mr(y consultation, /
11[Dawdturdav. " W,

o7 ;rf- 3 ! ad /‘:%\L?

el : . ._../: 2 4L e

. 510:325.765:

david.p erce@prurpglty.cum

www.davidpierce.net
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HOME SWEET HOME

& DISCOUNTS from page 3

& CARE from page 3

provides a genuine savings for local se-
niors,” says Reneau. “Judging from the re-
sponse, the program will be expanding.”

Participating businesses in Orinda
include Shelby’s Restaurant, Europa
Hofbrau, Orinda Motors, Village Pizza,
Orinda Books, Loard’s Ice Cream, Dan
at Penny Lane Hair Salon, Natural Life
Nutrition, Hilton House Consignment, and
McCue Photography.

Over 6,000 cards were printed and are
being distributed to seniors through local
senior centers, senior organizations, and
senior living facilities along with all par-
ticipating merchants. The cards are also
available at the Senior Helpers offices at
1550 Viader Drive in Moraga.

For more information, contact Kevin
Reneau at 925-376-9900, kreneau @senior-
helpers.com.

from the University of Oregon.

The McCalla family offers several
tiers of home care services throughout
western Contra Costa County including
bathing, grooming, meal preparation,
medication reminders, safety supervision,
personal assistance, senior transportation/
errands, companionship, chore services/
light housekeeping, and family respite.
They meticulously screen, test and train
each ComForcare employee. If not, the
following shift is free — no catches, no
strings. Stop by and say hello Monday
through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
at 19 Orinda Way, Suite M, adjacent to the
Chevron gas station and Village Pizza. Or
give them a call at 925-258-9840 (phones
are answered 24/7); check out their website
at http://wcontracosta.comforcare.com/
Services_Franchise_Home.aspx.

SAVE THE DATE FOR EFOQ’s
30th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

“PEARLS of WISDOM”

AUGUST 29th = 5:30 in the Evening
Poo 'dg-at the Orinda Countg Cluk &

APRIL MATTHEWS

IT’S APRIL IN ORINDA

In Lafayette and Moraga too!

Orinda Schools Appreciate Your Help,
Please Donate Today, www.orindaefo.org

dreamhomelamorinda.com
www.villageassociates.com

925.253.2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

REAL ESTATE

e

100% Pure Pharmacy>™

a-poth”-e-car-y
'

cist.

sold; a drugstore.

drugs.

The apothecary
in your neighborhood.

ne that prepares and sells drugs and other medicines; a pharma-
2. The art of preparing and dispensing drugs. A place where drugs are

3. A health professional trained in the art of preparing and dispensing

Medicine Shoppe
Alan Wong, R.Ph.

Next to Hollyhock and McCaulou’s
282 Orinda Village Sq. ¢ 254-1211
©2002 Medicine Shoppe International, Inc.,
A Cardinal Health Company
www.medicineshoppe.com

HOME SWEET HOME

Summer Time, Fun Time

Janice Gatlin

lanning to stay home more this sum-
mer? Here are some great ideas to
enhance your summer fun.

For everyday use as well as large gath-
erings, an outdoor kitchen is a terrific ad-
dition to any home. It will also add value
to your property. Outdoor kitchens range
from a simple bar-be-que surrounded by
an appropriate counter surface, to a mini-
kitchen with sink, cook surface and counter,
up to a lavish design incorporating those
elements. Appliances for outdoor use are
specialized. Some are made to be built-in,
others can be used in modular, stand-alone
systems. Extend your outdoor living into
the evening with a fire pit (check local
regulations regarding wood burning pits),
some soft, low-voltage lighting and propane
heat lamps. Want to keep it green? Look for
solar powered yard lighting.

For children, the backyard becomes a full
playground with the addition of an activ-
ity set (swings, slide and climbing area)
and a sand pit. Both of these are easy to
assemble and provide hours of fun. Add to
that an outdoor drinking fountain for those
hot afternoons.

Create a relaxing, flowing oasis for
yourself with a pond and waterfall feature.
Ponds range from the most simple: dug into
the ground and lined with hard or soft plas-
tic liners with a small, prefabricated pump
to create a waterfall, to more elaborate stone
ponds and stone waterfalls. Enjoy wildlife
photography? Bring it to your own back
yard. To attract birds, there are many types
of seed and suet feeders, but you can also
plant landscaping that will attract wildlife.

Handyman & Remodeling

Serving Orinda for 28 Years

254-9545

atbRemodel.com
References Proudly Given
“Zug Small Jobs Welcome
4

L K
()

Lic#760085e Bonded e Insured
Always the Best...

Home Repairs & Remodeling

Many bushes, trees and flowers provide
natural sources of food such as fruit trees,
nectar producing flowers, berry plants and
trees which produce nuts.

If squirrels are bothering your bird feed-
er, check out some squirrel-proof feeders
and baffles. If you’d like to attract more
squirrels, provide a squirrel feeder or two.
These come in many varieties from simple
dried, corn-on-the cob to little huts into
which the squirrel can crawl. I have one
that I love: it requires the squirrel to press
a handle to release the food.

In addition to birds, you can attract a
wide variety of butterflies by adding cer-
tain plantings. Some examples are Aster,
Strawberry, Golden Rod, Sunflower, Ice
Plant, Black-eyed Susan, Butterfly Bush,
Cosmos and Privet.

Consider a kitchen garden this year. It
doesn’t take much room, you can use raised
beds made of wood or carve out a sunny
corner of your yard. Some great plants for
small space gardens: tomatoes, squash,
strawberries, bell peppers, miniature fruit
trees and some melons. Herbs do very
well in containers. A 2’long by 10” wide
container should provide room for at least
five different types of herbs. For irrigation,
you can set up a simple drip system right
from your faucet using a portable timer and
drip tubing, running lines to each container
or plant.

Create a shady area in your yard for those
hot summer days by building a simple
overhead trellis. Trellis’ can be attached
to your house or built as a free-standing
structure. They can be covered by screen
mesh or by vine-type summer plants such
as grape, Bougainvillea, Clematis, and
Moonflower.

There are many websites which provide
extensive information for each of the ideas
above. We are also happy to help with any
of the construction or installation phases
of your projects.

Janice Gatlin is the owner of Always the
Best Home Repairs & Remodeling which
has been serving Lamorinda for 28 years.
She can be reached at 925-254-9545. www.
ATBremodel.com

Proud Sponsor of the OA

4th of July Celebration

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713

— Open Daily —

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell \ Nursery

American Rose Society Rose Care Seminar
at McDonnell Nursery, on Saturday, July 11, 10:00 a.m.

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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SEASONED SHOPPER

Think Green in July

hink green, as well as red, white and

blue in July when shopping at the
Orinda farmers’ market. Luscious red to-
matoes, white nectarines and peaches, and
buckets of blueberries are sure-pleasers,
but the diverse displays of green produce
are amazing.

Cucumbers are a warm weather, sun-
loving vegetable and one of the coolest I
know. They’re about 96 percent water with
the inside temperature capable of being
up to 20 degrees cooler than the outside
temperature. “Cool as a cucumber” as the
saying goes! No surprise that this succulent
fruit is associated with adding a crispness to
summer salads, salsas and sandwiches.

All cucumbers boast a shiny, naturally
waxy skin that helps hold in the moisture.
Skin color ranges from green to almost
white and may be smooth, ridged, rough
or slightly spiny.

I don’t hold a grudge towards the com-
mon place field, slicing or garden cuacumber
with their relatively tough, dark green skin,
but there’s so much more to peak my inter-
est during the summer months.

Bins of new harvest pickling cucumbers
cozy up to buckets of fresh dill for all of us
pickle people, and slender, tender-skinned
English cucumbers are renowned for the
mild taste (and no after taste).

Other novelty members of this gourd
family include lemon cucumbers, so named
for their color and shape, not their flavor.
Lemon “cucs” are mild tasting and show off
an intricate pattern of flat edible seeds when
sliced crosswise. Other notable varieties
include the small, slim Japanese cucum-
bers and the long, light green and curving
Armenian cucumbers that are technically a
ribbed melon with a cuacumber flavor.

Okra is a one-of-a-kind vegetable and

Scasoned Shopper

BARBARA KOBSAR

usually green (but may be whitish or red-
dish). I like to pick out the ridged, tapered
pods of okra at the 2 to 4 inch size when
they’re at their prime. Okra is synonymous
with the word gumbo but lends itself to the
same methods of preparation as asparagus
— simmering, sautéing, steaming, micro-
waving and marinating.

Whatever method I use for cooking okra,
I like to leave it whole to maintain the
crisp texture. It combines beautifully with
other summer vegetables like tomatoes,
onions and peppers. Once cut and cooked
it releases a viscous substance that serves
as a thickener — as in gumbos, soups and
stews.

To prepare whole okra, wash well and
remove any fuzz with a small brush. Trim
off the stem end carefully to avoid piercing
the pod and releasing the juices. Add to
simmering water and cook 4 to 6 minutes

until just tender, or place in a microwave
safe dish with 1 to 2 tablespoons water and
microwave on high for 3 to 4 minutes.

Summer herbs bask in the sun from July
to September. Revered for flavoring food
and drink, herbs have a long history of
medicinal uses, and show their decorative
side in wreaths and bouquets.

One can never get enough fresh basil with
its sweet spicy scent. Slivers of basil are
a “must’ with thick slices of vine ripened
tomatoes, and a main ingredient in pesto.
Large, green leaves of sweet or common
basil are most prevalent, but I’'m always
happy when I discover purple opal basil at
the markets and maybe even a sighting of
lemon, cinnamon or anise flavored basils.

Cilantro (Chinese parsley) is the leaves of
the coriander plant, which also produces the
coriander seeds. As a member of the parsley
family the leaves are lacy but flat, the flavor
and aroma reminiscent but stronger than
parsley, and an acquired taste for some. But
fresh summer salsas just wouldn’t be the
same at my house without cilantro! Rose-
mary, sage and thyme are the grilling herbs
of summer. Sprigs of each can be placed in
between meats and vegetables on a skewer
or set on the coals to smoke.

The Orinda Farmers’ Market is open

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Lemon cucumbers are named because of their
color and shape.

every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Orinda Way in front of the Community Park
and Rite Aid. For more information and up-
dates visit the website at www.cccfm.org or
call the market hotline at 925-431-8361.
Barbara Kobsar, the Seasoned Shopper,
can be reached at cotkitchen@aol.com.
[See SHOPPER page 18]
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| Kirey CARPET |

| CLEANING I
| 10% Off All Services I
| Call today! I
| 925-254-2866 1
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tion.org for more information.

Coupon Clippers - Shop Locally and Save!

- "

Advertise Your Business
Here. Just $55.55. |
Email for info.

news @ orindaassociation.org

—

Coupon Clipper’s ad $55.55 each coupon per issue (color not available). Contact news@orindaassocia-

Save Gas
Save Time
Save Money

Shop Your Local Orinda McCaulou’s

%{ .................................................................................................................................... %{
Bring in this

Coupon

One Time Purchase — Storewide

20

Bring in this
Coupon

One Time Purchase — Storewide

207

OFF

Good in Orinda Only. Present Coupon at point of purchase for 20% Off one time purchase.
1 coupon per family. Not valid on previous purchases or other coupons. Mo cash substitutes.

Exp. 7/31/09

;3( _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Yo

0' F F Greeting Cards Travel Ledgers Unique Gifts Books
Stationery Puzzles Aromatherapy Paper Plates
) Gift Wrap Seasonal Cards Journals Napkins
Good in Orinda Only. Present Coupon at point of purchase for 20% Off one time purchase Ribbon Boxed Note Cards Address Books Candles
1 coupon per family. Not valid on previous purchases or other coupons. No cash substitutes. Calendars Thank You Notes Photo Albums Picture Frames
Exp 7/31/09 Guest Books Gift Bags Conversation Starters Bridge ltems

And Much More!

oliyfeet.

220 Village Square Orinda (925) 253-9950 Monday - Saturday 10:00 — 6:00

" MCaulous

250 Village Square Orinda (925) 254-3448
Monday — Saturday 10:00 — 6:00
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¢ BUDGET from page 1

Sue Severson. “It’s the practice of borrow-
ing and the fact that the state isn’t facing
up to its obligations that has caused Cali-
fornia to be in this fiscal mess. In addition,
there are many state unfunded mandates
and other state maneuvers that negatively
impact our budget. Orinda is still waiting
to be paid from previous state borrowing
of local funds. It is unconscionable for the
state to act so irresponsibly by overspend-
ing beyond its means, then rob local dollars
from cities like Orinda that have prudently
managed their limited resources. This cre-
ates havoc at the local level in our trying
to deliver essential services and meet com-
munity expectations.”

“We are hopeful that the governor hears
the message that we already have a fiscal

EFO -
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda -

wishes to thank its
Business Partner

Linda Friedman
Village Associates Real Estate

for generously supporting
the Orinda schools.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

For more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.org/businesspartners/Business-
PartnerList.html

SUSH1I

Your best catch is Orinda’s

NIWA RESTAURANT
S.F. Chronicle 1/4/2002

R RESTAURANT
I\, Sushi Bar

W -
Japanese Cuisine
&

Chinese Cuisine
Mon.-Thur.: 11:00 am. - 2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri.: 11:00 am. - 2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. -10:00 p.m.
Sat: 11:45am. -10:00p.m.
Sun: Closed

(925) 254-1606
1 Camino Sobrante #6
(across from Safeway)

Try our VIP card to get $30.00 off.

problem in our community without it being
exacerbated by the state,” says Orinda City
Manager Janet Keeter. ‘“We are already
projecting a shortfall fiscal year ending
2010 and a bigger shortfall fiscal year end-
ing 2011 without the state take-away. We
will be addressing the shortfalls through
budget cuts. If the state proceeds to take-
away property tax from the City of Orinda,
then we will be forced to draw down from
our reserves to offset the loss.”

“These resolutions are part of a grass-
roots effort to make clear the local impact of
the state’s borrowing,” says Eric Figueroa,
East Bay regional manager for The League
of California Cities. The league recently
launched www.Save YourCity.net, an inter-
active forum allowing mayors, city council
members and concerned citizens to tell
policy makers how communities will be
devastated if forced by the state to bail it out
of its budget deficit. Each uploaded video
is automatically sent to the Governor and
legislators. “More than 200 city officials,
business and community leaders, and the
public have already submitted video testi-
mony,” says Figueroa.

“The state needs to recognize that the
effects of the economic downturn are wide
spread and taking local property taxes dur-
ing these tough economic times will further
devastate our community and hurt everyone
in our city,” says Orinda Councilmember
Victoria Smith. “Our city simply can’t sus-
tain the loss of any more property tax funds
or be saddled with any more state mandates
as they will only deepen the financial chal-
lenges facing our city.”

ol ﬂn.a
" yonlloop

ENGINEERING COMPANY

Civil & Structural Engineering
Earthquake Strengthening
Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls
Drainage
Remodels
Additions
New Construction
Licensed Engineers
Leak Investigations
Expert Witness
Property Purchase Inspections

K 510/ 524-8058
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WHEN THE RIVERS
RAN RED

TORY OF COURAGE AND
ERICA'S WINE COUNTRY

MACMILLAN * 526.95

276 VILLAGE SQUARE ¢ 925-254-7606

MONDAY-FRIDAY 10-6, SATURDAY 9-5, SUNDAY 10-4

AUTHOR APPEARANCE 22-cer272¢ %ma%

WHEN THE Rivirs Ran RED

An Amazing Story of Courage and Triumph  _2
in America’s Wine Country /

Thursday © July 2 ¢ 7 PM
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" |
a timeless culture

Local vintners will be on
hand to share their expertise.

- WWW.ORINDABOOKS.COM

Inside Joe Btfsplk — or not!

As we enter the summer of 2009, there
seems to be a lamentable lack of
“tra-la,” and a rather more delayed “bah-
humbug,” as a grouchy accompaniment to
the commentary of financial gurus, doom-
sayers and forecasters of further economic
and societal disasters.

Perhaps it’s time to take a break — no need
to feel like Al Capp’s Joe Btfsplk whose
gray cloud followed him around. What
better time then to move out from under
that cloud and pick up some light and lively
fiction, a few fabulous novels that are as
sweet as chocolate, perhaps with a touch of
cinnamon to give them a little edge!

A recent much-reported survey by the
National Endowment for the Arts con-
cluded that, for the first time since the
survey began, adults are reading more
literature, reversing 20 years of downward
trends. Happily, young adults led this trend
— thank you Harry Potter and the sexy
vampires of the Twilight series. When you
find out how much fun reading is when
you’re young, you open so many doors and
windows that will delight you for the rest
of your life!

Those of us who picked up the read-
ing habit early consider deciding what to
take along as summer reading is almost
as important as remembering to pack the
sunscreen and the water bottles. At Orinda
Books, we have suggestions that are froth-
ily provocative, or challenging and mind-
opening, and sometimes both. One of our
favorites in the frothy department is James
Collins’s Beginner’s Greek a contemporary
comedy of manners that charmed all of us
at the bookstore in its hardcover edition
last year. Two attractive young people meet
on a transcontinental flight, feel an instant
bond, but a phone number is lost — as is
the potential for a very short book — boy
does have to lose girl to give the story its
spice. In Collins’s spin on Jane Austen, the
two potential lovers each marry someone
else — will they ever find each other? Read
and enjoy. It’s great fun.

Another love story that captured so many
readers in its hardcover edition, The Guern-
sey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, is
now out in paperback. This engaging novel
will find even more fans this summer with
its absorbing story that takes place during
and after the German occupation of the
island of Guernsey during WWIL.

Michael Dirda, Pulitzer-prize winning
book critic for The Washington Post in his
2007 collection Classics for Pleasure put
in a plug for one of my personal guilty

Between the Lines

Marian Nielsen, Orinda Books

pleasures, Georgette Heyer. Well-written,
well-researched and indubitably romances
— they have happy endings — these Auste-
nesque novels (written between the 30s
and the 70s) continue to intrigue readers
with their clever dialogue and beautifully
drawn Regency settings. Some favorites,
The Nonesuch, Cotillion, Sylvester, and
The Grand Sophy have recently appeared
in bright new editions. They are a total
pleasure to read.

A recent New York Times article pointed
out that, in a recession, what people want is
that happy ending, which is perhaps why so
many romance novels are outselling other
books and giving a needed buoyancy to
the book market. Gone With the Wind was
published in 1936 and was certainly the
popular literary highlight of those Depres-
sion years. Simon & Schuster is bringing
out a fat historical novel, East of the Sun
by Julia Gregson, in June in a paperback
edition that they hope will capture some of
those readers seeking escape from the news
of the day. Set in India in the ‘20s as the Raj
is beginning to crumble, it’s a terrific read.
British writer Gregson follows the fortunes
of three young women travelling out from
England as part of the “Fishing Fleet,” the
name given to the large group of English-
women who sailed each year to India in the
hope of finding husbands.

An American writer who takes us on
lively literary escapes is Eleanor Lipman.
Her intricate plots dance off the page yet her
characters always seemed rooted in reality.
The Family Man, her newest, introduces us
to Henry, a divorced gay man and a success-
ful attorney; Thalia, his now grown step-
daughter; and Denise, Henry’s ex-wife and
Thalia’s estranged mother. When Thalia
and her complicated social life move into
the basement of Henry’s upper West Side
townhouse, the fun begins.

But the ultimate escapist summer read
may be Jane Green’s The Beach House,
just out in paperback, about a widow forced
(by the demise of her portfolio) to rent out
rooms in her Nantucket home. It’s warm
and witty . . . alittle sand between the pages
will only be appropriate.

So there are indeed reasons to hum songs
of joy, sing “tra-la”, and generally cheer up!
Pack up some fiction in your old beach bag
and smile, smile, smile!

Summer Reading Program

The Orinda Library offers a summer
reading program (with prizes!) for all
ages. Call 254-2184.

Alexander Gailas

AG

“No one will work harder for you.”

aqfsxac[a gaéfai

Real Estate Broker/Owner
Certified Residential Specialist
Graduate of Realtor Institute

Office (925) 254-7600

Cell (925) 788-0229
www. AGRealtyl.com

AG@AGrealtyl.com
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Enjoy An Old-Fashioned 4th of

—_—
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By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

he Orinda Association (OA) has once

again planned a fun-filled 4th of July
with activities for the entire family. The
festivities begin early and continue until
mid-afternoon with lots of fun activities for
children and entertainment for everyone. In
addition, Chip Herman and Orinda Motors
will have a Mini Car Show in the Com-
munity Center parking lot for all to enjoy.
The Mini Car Show is just a little peak at
the fabulous cars that will be displayed
during the annual Classic Car Show slated
for September 19 at Orinda Motors. The an-
nual event, which includes rides in the cars,

July at Community Center Park

supports the Orinda Association’s Seniors
Around Town program as well as several
other worthy local charities.

Roadrunners’ Fun Run and Haley’s Run
for a Reason

Here’s a great opportunity to get family
and friends together while getting some
healthy exercise. The 5-mile run/2-mile
walk begins at 8 a.m. in front of the Orinda
Community Center. It’s an easy, pictur-
esque way to begin the day. Come by 7:55
a.m. and see Boy Scout Troop 237 raise
the flag.

The Orinda Roadrunners’ began the
walk/run in 1974 and, five years ago, the
organization agreed to also include Haley’s

The Orinda Association’s 26" 4" of July Celebration
Schedule of Events

7:30 — 10 a.m.
7:55 a.m.

Roadrunners’ Pancake Breakfast Comm. Center Park
Flag Raising Ceremony

Comm. Center

8 a.m.

10 am. - 11:30 a.m.
10a.m. - 1 p.m.

11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

Roadrunners’ Fun Run and
Haley’s Run for a Reason
Parade

Book Sale

Bob Claire Orchestra

East Bay Banjo Band
Children’s Activities:

Comm. Center

Library Plaza
Comm. Center Park
Library Plaza
Comm. Center Park

Balloon Twisters

Face Painting

Hotwheels Races

Petting Zoo
Mini Car Show

Comm. Center Parking Lot

=

SALLY HOGARTY

The Bob Claire Orchestra, which played last year on July 2 at Theatre Square, will provide music ranging
from jazz to blues to R&B in the Community Center park following the parade.

Run for a Reason as part of the event. Par-
ticipants in Haley’s Run for a Reason can
pick up registration forms at Safeway or
the OA office.

Prior to or following the run/walk, enjoy
a wonderful breakfast provided by the
Orinda Roadrunners in the Community
Center Park from 7:30 — 10 a.m.

Entertainment
Following the parade, the Bob Claire Or-

chestra will heat up the Community Center
Park with a variety of pop and jazz stan-
dards. This lively 10-piece band specializes
in dance and party music spanning rock,
R & B, jazz and blues. They play a wide
variety of covers including Stevie Wonder,
Steely Dan, Smokey Robinson, Eric Clap-
ton, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Ella Fitzgerald and
Aretha Franklin. Central to their sound is
vocalist Darlene Langston. The orchestra

[See CELEBRATE page 10]

PLATINUM ($2000.00 or above)
Orinda Motors
Anonymous

GOLD ($500.00 or above)
Mechanics Bank
Orinda Optometry
Prestige Printing & Graphics

SILVER ($300.00) (banner purchase)
Beck Family
Diamond K Supply
Steve Harwood
The Hinkamps
LaCroix Davis, LLC

4th of July Sponsors

Law Office of Clay Deanhardt

Mary Smith DDS
McDonnell Nursery

The Meyer Girls
Oakwood Athletic Club
Orinda Juniors

Orinda Rotary

Orinda Shell Auto Care
Mark and Claire Roberts

Sue and Ralph Severson
Westin Family
Wiley Family

BRONZE (under $300.00)
Village Cleaners

Proud Sponsor of the OA 4th of July Celebration

Come see The 5th Annual Orinda Classic Car Show - Saturday, September 19th at Orinda Motors

Orinda Motors Inc.

Extends our prayers to the

brave troops who have

:’ " always defended our freedom

v

Come and see the Orinda Motors Parade of Classic Cars.

Approvad

AR Repair Certified

Hot Wheel Races for the kids in the park after the parade!

Orinda Motors Inc., 63 Orinda Way, Orinda, Ca., 94563 (925) 254-2012 www.orindamotors.com
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will play from 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Banjo aficionados can enjoy the snappy

tunes of the East Bay Banjo Band in the

Library Plaza following the parade.

The Parade

Law Offices of

VICTORIA
ROBINSON SMITH

Attorney at Law

&

Real Estate
Contracts
Landiord / Tenant
Business Litigation

320 Village Square
Orinda, CA 94563
Tel: (925) 253-1844
Fax: (925) 253-8478
vrslaw@pacbell.net

e 4TH OF JULY

The parade leaves the BART parking
lot a little before 10 a.m. and travels to
the Orinda Theatre area of Orinda before
crossing under the freeway and heading to
the Village side of town. Once again, Steve
Harwood will lend his mellifluous voice
to the role of announcer on the Village
side with Bill Cosden announcing parade
participants in front of Morrison’s Jewelers.
Over 50 entries will delight parade watch-
ers. Swim clubs, preschools and more will
display their spirit including the Orinda Idol
finalists. New this year will be Miramonte
High School alumni in the parade. Several
cars will feature the past graduates from as
far back as 1970. Current Miramonte the-
ater students will wear elaborate costumes
in the parade and then circulate throughout
the park afterwards to entertain youngsters.
Musical groups in the parade include the
East Bay Banjo Band, the Dixie Devils, the
Spirit of 29, and the All-Orinda Volunteer
Marching Band.

Food Booths

Following the parade, everyone is invited
to go to the Orinda Community Park where
The Bob Claire Orchestra will be playing
from 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. The grassy
lawn is the perfect spot for a 4th of July
picnic. If you don’t want to bring your
own food, there will be plenty available.
The Orinda Chamber of Commerce will
be grilling up hot dogs while Petra’s will

animal house

PET & HOME CARE

Summer Vacation Plans?
Going out of town?
Let me take the worry out of
what to do with your home and pets
while you are away.

e Pet Sitting

¢ Dog Walking

¢ Pet Taxi

¢ Home Watch/Security

e Collect Mail and Newspapers
e Water Plants

¢ Insured and Bonded

925-254-3677 Office
925-368-8978 Cell
animal-house@comcast.net

"At the UC .Eye Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you pet.
Because we're part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,
we're here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:

* Pediatric Vision Care * Eye Examinations
* Lasik Surgery * Geriatric Yision Care * Contact Lenses
* Eyewear Center * Specialized Yision Care

Make an appointment and go Blue!

|LIC. BERKELEY
| OPTOMETRY |

Open to the Public 7 Days a week www.caleyecare.com 510.642.2020
Free parking with appointments. Walk over or use our free shuttle!

. h N
BOTH PHOTOS BY SALLY HOGARTY
The All-Volunteer Orinda Marching Band.

have Greek delectables. Two groups will
supply beer — Orinda Rotary and the Sister
City Foundation, which will be serving
Czech beer in honor of Orinda’s sister
city of Tabor. MJ Kettlecorn will supply
the sweet snack food with the Lamorinda
Senior Transportation group serving lem-
onade. And, perfect for a warm July day,
Loard’s Ice Cream will have plenty of ice
cream available.

Children’s Activities in the Park

There will be lots to keep young hands
and minds busy while parents and friends
enjoy the smooth sounds of The Bob Claire
Orchestra. Carla Winter Entertainment will
have two face painters as well as a balloon

Twistyman returns for more balloon fun.

twister in the park. Additionally, Twisty-
man (a big hit from last year’s celebration)
will return with his silly antics and creative
balloon twists. Another favorite attraction
from last year also returns — the petting
z00. Supervised youngsters will be able
to pet rabbits, chickens, goats, and more.
A bubble machine will add to park festivi-
ties as well as costumed Miramonte drama
students. The drama students, some in
Disney classic outfits, will circulate among
the crowd playing with and having photos
taken with youngsters.

For car enthusiasts, Orinda Motors will
once again sponsor the “Hotwheels Grand
Prix” racetrack where children can choose
their favorite car and race their friends.

For additional information about the
day’s festivities, call 254-0800 or go to
www.orindaassociation.org.

Don’t Forget Your Friends on the Fourth!

long with the parade and park festivi-

ties, the Friends of the Orinda Library
will hold an expanded book sale on the
4th of July. The Book Sorting Room will
be open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Offering
hard-bound, as well as paperback books
in every genre imaginable, the Friends’

Sorting Room has some best-sellers going
for as much as 75 percent off retail. There
will also be tables of paperbacks in the
lower level breezeway, offering a variety of
books for pennies on the dollar. For more
information, contact the Friends Bookshop
at 254-1358.

Bob Feole:

MORTGAGE BA L
Broker Number CA DRE #01218426

“Why did I join BWC?”
+ Strong Mortgage Bank with Broker Resources
« Greater Control over the loan process
« More quality financing sources to choose from
« Competitive advantages via use of latest technologies.

Serving Orinda’s mortgage needs since 1990.

BWC MORTGAGE SERVICES

Bob Feole,
Sr. Mortgage Banker

& Broker

Phone : 925.254.8848
Cell : 925.360.4090
eFax : 925.905.2184

Email : rrfeole@yahoo.com
CA DRE#00866775

Expertise in:
- California Native Plants
- Mediterrancan Gardens

- Draught-Tolerant Gardens
- Outdoor Furniture & Furnishings

SETTING ROOTS DOWN, ONE GARDEN AT A TIME

Kim Larsen

www.dragonfly-designs.org

925-788-2213
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Gene Gottiried Named Grand Marshall

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

f you are concerned about safety in your

El Toyonal neighborhood, who do you
call? Gene Gottfried. If you want to help
our local fire district improve its medi-
cal response program, who do you call?
Gene Gottfried. If you want to learn how
to operate a ham radio, who do you call?
You got it — Gene Gottfried. And, the list
goes on and on.

In recognition of his many years of
service improving the safety of Orindans,
the Orinda Association has named Gene
Gottfried the 2009 4th of July Grand
Marshall.

Gene and his wife Phyllis moved from
New York, where Gene had been on the
faculty of the Albert Einstein College of
Medicine at Cornell University, to Orinda
in 1981 so that Gene could accept a posi-
tion in laboratory medicine at UCSF. He
continued his research, working out of SF
General Hospital, until his retirement in
1998. Gene met Phyllis in the Caribbean
island of Barbados while serving as a Naval
medical officer. Phyllis was teaching at the
local college on a Fulbright Scholarship.
The encounter on a romantic island would
lead to a 52-year marriage. “It’s amazing.
I had to go half way around the world to
meet the woman of my dreams,” Gene
remarks.

Gene and Phyllis settled in the El Toyonal
area, made friends, and continued their
busy careers. But, a burglary in a neighbor’s
garage in 1987 started a series of events
that resulted in Gene being one of Orinda’s
busiest volunteers. “The burglary was the
impetus to begin a Neighborhood Watch
program,” recalls Gene. “Before long, we
had 150 families involved. So, we divided
into a dozen groups each with a captain,
and I became the coordinator.”

In 1996, Gene happened by the fire dis-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Gene Gottfried (R) and Ron Shallatt practice
emergency procedures at a CERT training.

SALLY HOGARTY
Gene Gottfried is the 2009 Grand Marshall

trict’s communication van during the 4™ of
July festivities and asked Jack Riley, who
was manning the van, how his El Toyonal
neighborhood could communicate with au-
thorities during a disaster. The answer was
by ham radio so Gene got his amateur ham
radio license and placed a large antenna
on his roof. There are now approximately
60 to 70 ham radio operators in Orinda.
Gene, as Orinda’s Emergency Coordinator
for RACES/ARES (Radio Amateur Civil
Emergency Service), has also overseen the
installation of a ham radio at Miramonte
High School and at Orinda’s emergency
operations center at City Hall.

Gene’s encounter with Riley also began
a long-time association with the Moraga
Orinda Fire District (MOFD). Before long
he found himself on the board as well as
the board of Rescue One, the philanthropic
organization that supports the district’s
paramedic program. Gene helps the orga-
nization purchase equipment to improve
emergency medical responses vital to the
welfare of local residents.

When a board member for MOFD (he
left the board in December 2008 after
serving for six years), Gene was chosen
as the liaison to OPSAC (Orinda Public
Safety Advisory Commission), which lead
to more volunteerism. He not only took the
CERT (Community Emergency Response
Team) course recommended but became a
certified CERT instructor. “We’re planning
a big drill at the Orinda Community Park in
October,” he says. “The drills bring more
awareness to the public about the need to
be prepared.”

Gene may have retired from UCSF in
1998, but he certainly hasn’t left medicine
or his interest in public safety behind. Luck-
ily for Orinda, this Professor Emeritus has
found a way to use his medical knowledge
and the disaster skills to make Orinda a
more prepared community.

You have enough to worry about.
Let us take care of your computer and techonology needs.
On-site help to get you back to work!

www.computersimplicity.com

(925) 265-8060

Cmputer

B SIMPLICITY

OUR GOAL IS SIMPLE

Sessmns begin every 3 weeks'

rie Sherman
with Charlie Ross
of Moraga

Summer
Openings

77 Life

Since 1961

Swimming: Infants thru Adults
Diving: Beginning thru Advanced
Private & Semi-Private ¢ Classes in 90°-92° Water
UV Protected Environment

crman
SWIM SCHOOL

925-283-2100 « www.ShermanSwim.com

Integrity ¥ Expertise

35 year Orinda Resident
(925) 253-4611

Laura Abrams, M.B.A.

Residential Sales Associate

coLDweLL

Orinda Office, Coldwell Banker Real Estate BANKER O

www.lauraabrams.com laura@lauraabrams.com
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LIBRARY GALLERY / MOVE OF THE MONTH

Painters With Fearless Brushes at Library Gallery

By ELANA O’'LOSKEY
Staff Writer

rom July 1 to July 31, the Orinda Li-

brary Gallery will be filled with color-
ful works from two talented area painters
— Benny Alba and Olivia Eielson.

Alba’s oil paintings in the exhibit focus
on water themes from a remote island in
Northern Michigan and some storm and
watery type things in Montana; they are
mostly about color. The smaller display
case will be lined in black so that her
Moonscapes can be viewed as if it were
nighttime. One of Alba’s overriding themes
is “Beauty, Thy Name is Night.” She is
committed to reminding people that the
night is rich and full of meaning.

In addition to paintings, Alba will fill
the large display case with very simple

necklaces made with one-of-a-kind beads
honed with a torch! The process of creat-
ing enamels harkens back to ancient Egypt,
says Alba. Usually the process begins with
copper, upon which you sprinkle powdered
glass — which looks like colored sugar —and
use a seaweed-like glue to stick it down.
You place it in a kiln for three minutes —
the glass melts and becomes a contiguous
sheet. Each time you fire it, the colored
glass becomes more jewel-like — it changes
slightly; there are transparent and opaque
enamels you can layer. When you add dif-
ferent layers, you’re adding depth so that
looking through the surface is like looking
through stained glass, with the gleaming
copper showing through the transparent
colors. Alba teaches enameling workshops
at her Oakland studio.

Alba feels a lot of what art can do for you

OLIVIA EIELSON
Olivia Eielson’s watercolor “The Warning” is among the works of art featured in July at the Orinda

Proud Sponsor of the

OA 4th of July Celebration
]

Mary H. Smith,
D.D.S.
Cecelia Thomas,
D.D.S.
925.254.0824

| £ ‘

General dentistry done with a cosmetic emphasis to improve
and enhance natural looking smiles. Our staff has many
years of experience and training to take care of all of your

dental needs.* Adults, Children, Nitrous Oxide, Implant Den-

tistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, Invisalign Certified °
Complimentary Consultations

I'i';re.l'ean_ )Od)
makeovers
by Living Lean

“l was a size 12 and now | am a size 8,
after 14 weeks at Living Lean.”

| am 66 years old and recently recovered from
breast cancer. In 1.5 months | have lost 20 pounds
of fat and gained 6 pounds of muscle. My body fat
percentage went from 30% to 17%.

| have belonged to various health and fitness clubs
in the Bay Area, but despite my best efforts, they
never yielded any positive results. | was depressed
about my lack of progress until | read a story in the
Montclarion newspaper about the Living Lean Pro-
gram. | immediately called Sheena Lakhotia, the
Director, and set up a meeting with her. She ex-
plained the program in depth and it sounded won-
derful to me. At last, | would see results if | stuck
with the eating and exercise plan. So far, | have lost
20 pounds of fat and gained 6 pounds of muscle.
My body fat percentage went from 30 to 17. Need-
less to say, the Living Lean Program has made a
big difference in my life. | now have more energy
and stamina. Friends have even noticed my leaner
figure. In fact, one friend commented that | looked
younger, healthier, and that my clothes looked much
better on me. Thanks Living Lean!

Kathi Jordan

Kathi Jordan
Montclair

living lean.

The Living Lean Program

Studios in Orinda & Montclair Village.
Call Sheena to get on the waiting list.

(925) 360-7051

by Shesna

Library Gallery.

is give you a release from the daily tensions
of life. When you look at something beauti-
ful or enigmatic you take a mini-vacation
without having to leave the country.

View Alba’s work at www.bennyalba.
com/ and www.varoregistry.org/alba/ — her
paintings are in collections world-wide in-
cluding the American Embassy in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.

Olivia Eielson’s watercolors combine

figurative and abstract elements in dynamic
themes such as “The Flying Figures.” She
has chosen to feature this series of four 40”
x 60” paintings which exemplify a lifetime
theme for Eielson — “What we’re doing to
the planet.”” An angel in her piece “The
Warning” attempts to make people aware
of a smog-filled city below. The other paint-
ings include “The Warning Disregarded,”

[See GALLERY page 18]

Living LLean Move of the Month

Shapely Arms for Summer !

-

third set for fewer reps.

One-Arm Overhead Dumbbell Extension

Targets Triceps, Shoulders and Abs — Take a food can in one hand. Extend your arm overhead
and engage your abs. Keeping your arm close to the side of your head, bend your elbow to lower
the can. Extend your elbow to complete the movement. 2 sets of 12 and use a heavier can on the

— Courtesy of Living Lean, 925-360-7051.

i

CoreKinetics

PILATES
EXERCISE AND REHAB WITH

COREKINETICS
IN ORINDA
PRIVATE AND SEMI PRIVATE SESSIONS
EQUIPMENT AND MAT WORK
RESISTANCE, NON-WEIGHT BEARING
PROMOTES WELL-BALANCED, EFFICIENT
MOVEMENT IN YOUR DAILY LIFE!
925-708-3279
50 Vashell Way #120

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
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ORINDA IDOL

Orinda Idol Finalists 2009

Over 200 aspiring singers turned out for
this year’s Orinda Idol contest held at
Orinda Intermediate School in late May.
The following finalists, who will participate
in the Orinda Association’s 4th of July
festivities, will compete on September 13
at the Orinda Theater for the title of Orinda
Idol. For more information, go to www.
orindaartscouncil.org/orindaidol.html.

GRADES K-2
Niamh Akazawa
Malin Glade
Alex Meckes
Dylan Smith
Layla Wright

GRADES 3-5
Amanda Bovoso
Ryan Ford

SALLY HOGARTY
7-year-old Anika Grimsrud from Del Rey sang
“You are My Sunshine” wearing the perfect dress
and holding her lucky stuffed animal.

Ellie Glade

Kate Marvin

Joe Metheny
Eleanor Roeder
Mary Rockwood
Michael Sorenson
Tessa Viola

Lara Waibel

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Sophie Belinn
Maritza Grillo
Tosca Maltzman
Sarah McCaffrey
Sean McFeely
Julia Meckes
Emily Mikes
Amrita Newton
Emma Patton
Stephanie Sloves

HIGH SCHOOL
Matthew Barber
T.J. Barber
EFO -
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda -

wishes to thank its
Business Partner

Olsen Team,
Village Associates Real Estate

for generously supporting
the Orinda schools.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

For more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.org/businesspartners/Business-
PartnerList.html

Tatyana Belinsky
Elizabeth De Luna
Lindsay Ford
Jacqueline Garell
Erika Henningsen
Neris Newton
Steven Patton
Ilene Rosas

GROUP CATEGORY K-5%

Duet 1: Malin Glade & Ellie Glade

Duet 2: Samantha Martin & Isabel
Mueller

Duet 3: Jocelyn Purcell & Casey
McGonigle

Quartet 1: Sofia Kavanaugh, Lauren Bond,
Kate Partington & Beth Huelsenbeck
Trio 1: Wylie Hughs, Joe Metheny &
Michael Sorenson

GROUP CATEGORY 6-12*

Duet 1: Jackie Patton & Steven Patton
Duet 2: Aaron Baum & Nathan Baum
Trio 1: Haley Reardon, Stephanie Sloves
& Maddie Wheeler

Trio 2: Emily Fuhriman, Isabelle
Johannessen & Tosca Maltzman

Trio 3: Jacqueline Garell, Amrita Newton,
Neris Newton

Duet 3: Kate Avery & Audrey Vogel

* Order by age of youngest group mem-
ber.

JUDGES NAMED RUNNER-UPS** AS

FOLLOWS

GRADES K-2: Julia Bond
GRADES 3-5: 1st Leah Woodcox, 2nd
Aaron Baum

MIDDLE SCHOOL:

1st Isabelle

SALLY HOGARTY
8-year-old Kyle Parr sang Tim McGraw’s “Last
Dollar” while his friend, fellow Wagner Ranch
student 6-year-old Alex Meckes sang “I'll Make
a man Out of You” from the musical Mulan for
their audition.

SIAMEORCHID

A
Exquisite That Yl Culsine

Authentic Cuisine
of Thailand

¢ Family Owned

e 3 Generations of Thai
cooking experience

¢ All sauces made fresh

e Full Bar

Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11-2
Dinner: Mon.-Sun. 4:30-9:00

23 F Orinda Way, Orinda
(925) 253-1975

SALLY HOGARTY

(L-R) 8-year-olds Zoe Warch (Del Rey), Paloma Caldron (Sleepy Hollow), Lindsey Wallace (Wagner
Ranch), and Alexia Hermann (Del Rey) are all smiles before their audition.

Johannessen, 2nd Connor Holton

HIGH SCHOOL.: 1st Melanie Jones, 2nd
Sofie Woodlee

GROUP CATEGORY K-5: 1st Grace
Baer & Ophelia Luchin, 2nd Elizabeth &
Emily Fabian.

GROUP CATEGORY 6-12: Tara
Bagdassarian, Melanie Jones, Katie Marino
& Sophie Woodlee

**Runner-Ups serve as alternates in their
grade group for finalists who choose not to
compete September 13, 2009

y

Ann Shrf ®

ANN SHARF

When you need:

a strong negotiator

proven results for both buyers
& sellers

e professionalism & service
a top producer

Call ANN at (925) 253-2525;

she comes highly recommended...

I can help you navigate through this ever
changing real estate market. Be certain your
largest asset is in the hands of a professional
who represents both buyers and sellers daily.

Website: www.annsharf.com
Email: ann@annsharf.com
93 Moraga Way, Orinda

The Bay Area’s only PRESCHOOL ON DEMAND!

www.totdrop.com

1-888-TOT DROP

YOU make your own schedule. 9am - 1pm
As little as 1 hour or up to 12 hrs/wk. $9/hr..
YOU set your days and arrival & pick up times.
Come occasionally or weekly spots are available.
FREE cancellation when your plans change.

DIAPER WEARERS WELCOME!

Never tried it? Come see what you’ve been missing !
Lafayette, Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill.

1FREE hr. (89 value) New famites ony,

Virginia Varni-Ratto

(925) 253-6215

8 CAMINO ENCINAS #100

ORINDA, CA 94563

see our open homes and many more listings with virtual & multi-media tours on pacunion.com

Paul Ratto
(925) 253-6227

vvarni@pacunion.com pratto@pacunion.com
www.varni-ratto.com * www.fixup2sell.com

Cc
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We wish all of you o8

a very o

Happy 4th of July a

and a Cheer for c?

Our Troops 73
from your
LaMorinda

Home Team!

PACIFIC

UNION

GMAC Real Eatate

925-258-0090
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CONTINUATIONS

¢ LOUDEN from page 1

in the wake of Marianne Payne’s letter were
from parents.

“The information is hearsay, second-
hand information because they weren’t at
the party,” said Chief French, who stressed
that he can’t talk in detail about the inves-
tigation as it is still ongoing and involves
minors.

“When we get the toxicology report back
in about six weeks, that’s when we will
present the case to the district attorney for
prosecution,” said Chief French.

So far, two people have been arrested in
connection with the death of the Miramonte
High School sophomore. Patrick Gabriella,
18, also a student at Miramonte, who played
football and rugby with Loudon, has been
charged with contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor and furnishing alcohol
to a minor leading to great bodily injury
or death. The unsupervised party was held
at Gabriella’s home while his mother and
stepfather were on a trip.

A 16-year-old boy, whose name has not
been released because he is a minor, has
been charged with the same misdemean-
ors.

For many weeks following Loudon’s
death, there has been an outpouring of
grief for the loss of the popular teen, who
was affectionately known by his friends as
J.Lo. Students at Miramonte High School
erected a giant memory board on an out-
side wall, which was signed by hundreds
of students.

One student wrote: “You are one of the
most passionate and likeable people I ever
met. | feel incredibly blessed to have met

Chinese Fine Dining
and Take Out

voted
Best Chinese Restaurant in

Contra Costa County
by S.E Chronicle

1 Orinda Way - 253-9852

M-Th 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sun. 12 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Closed Tuesday

you and proud to consider you my friend
... you will never be forgotten.”

A candlelight vigil in the school quad on
May 29 was followed the next afternoon
by “In Celebration of Joe” on the school’s
football field. Loudon was a talented athlete
and played on the Matador varsity football
and track teams, as well as the Lamorinda
Rugby Club.

Carlo Fiatarone, the youth minister at
Santa Maria Church, where Loudon was
confirmed just a week before he died, was
one of the speakers at “In Celebration of
Joe.”

“This is a tragic accident,”
says Scoutmaster Don
Larwood.

Fiatarone says Loudon was very athletic
and outgoing, but also very spiritual. “He
showed that by how he lived and how he
interacted with other people and how he
treated people,” says Fiatarone. Fiatarone
says Loudon was one of a group of stu-
dents who went to Mexico this spring to
work at an orphanage for boys in Leon,
Mexico. “They did a lot of manual labor
— gardening, painting and clearing brush,”
says Fiatarone. “Joe was by far the hard-
est worker; he was the one who kept us
focused, even working through breaks. All
the kids looked up to him.” Loudon also
showed his humorous side by arranging
a party for the orphans at the end of the
week and choreographing a dance number
to entertain them.

Don Larwood, who was Loudon’s
Scoutmaster in Troop 233, agrees that the
teen “was a wonderful young man. Joe
was strong and trustworthy; he always
epitomized all the goals of scouting,” says
Larwood. “This is a tragic accident.”

Larwood says Loudon was working
towards his Eagle Scout, the highest rank

EFO -
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda -

wishes to thank its
Business Partner

Union Bank

for generously supporting
the Orinda schools.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

For more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.org/businesspartners/Business-
PartnerList.html

in Scouting. Loudon’s Eagle project was
“Shoes that Fit.”

“He was going to provide shoes to St.
Cornelius Parish School in Richmond,”
says Larwood. “We take having shoes for
granted, but sometimes they can’t get them
themselves.”

Two of Loudon’s fellow Scouts plan
on completing the project in his honor.
Although Loudon wasn’t able to finish his
Eagle project, Larwood says a “Spirit of
the Eagle” award will be presented in his
name to his family.

Loudon will also be remembered by the
Miramonte High School track team. At
the June 1 banquet and awards ceremony,
track coach Chris Puppione announced the
creation of a new award: the “Joe Loudon
Most Inspirational Athlete Award.”

Puppione also spoke at the May 29
candlelight vigil for Loudon. “I was
lucky enough to call Joe Loudon one of
my athletes,” said Puppione. He spoke of
Loudon’s integrity, his leadership qualities
and his empathy with friends, family and
community. He also spoke of the pain of
losing Loudon. “This is a temporary pain,”
said Puppione. “What Joe gave us will last
much longer.”

Miramonte sophomore Chris Worthing-
ton remembers how he met Loudon on the
bus on the first day of 6th grade at Orinda
Intermediate School. “I was sitting alone
and Joe sat down next to me,” says Wor-
thington, who says the pair became close
friends. Worthington says his friend was an
inspiration both on the varsity football team
and off the field as well. “He cared about
insignificant people, even those he wasn’t
close to, that’s the type of person he was.”

Worthington remembers a time when he,
Loudon and another friend went to a War-
riors’ game. On the way out, they decided
that whoever was last to reach the car had
to sitin the back. “The person who was last
was a bit upset, so Joe just said, ‘I want to
sitin the back.’ Little things like that is what
he’d always do.”

Perhaps Loudon is best memorialized in
his own words from a poem he wrote that
was read at his memorial:

“I do it for all for the family,

that others would call a team

A brotherhood of athletes

Living for black and green”

Loudon is survived by his mother,
Marianne Payne, his father Bill Loudon,
brothers Matthew and Charlie, stepmother
Lisa Loudon, stepbrother Adam Brown,
grandmother Patricia Payne and many
aunts, uncles and cousins. The family re-
quests that anyone with information about
Joe Loudon’s death, or who attended the
party where he died, call Det. Sgt. Andre
Charles at the Orinda Police Department
at 254-6820.

¢ OUSD from page 1

Toris Jaeger.

Even with the reductions and the first of
three yearly installments of the new parcel
tax revenue, the 2009-10 budget showed
$319,000 in deficit spending. “My num-
ber one priority is to safeguard classroom
teachers,” said board member Pat Rude-
busch. In the district’s 2009-10 budget,
core teaching staff positions were preserved
with 114.5 FTE (full-time equivalent)
classroom teachers for the year.

To that end, the district has asked Par-
ents’ Clubs and the Educational Foundation
of Orinda to shift funding from enrichment
programs to core programs. Thanks to the
local community, the OUSD receives over
30 percent of its funding from local sources.
The parcel tax constitutes 16 percent; the
Educational Foundation of Orinda con-
tributes 4 percent and the various Parents’
Clubs account for 11 percent.

At its June 8 meeting, the board agreed
to reallocate a larger portion of the parcel
tax funds in order to address the 2009-10
shortfall and expected additional cuts for
that year and the following academic year.
The board will vote on the revised budget
at its June 22 meeting in time to submit the
final budget to the county by June 30.

As of press time, the revised budget listed
$22,016,420 in revenue, which includes an
18 percent decrease in state funding. The
additional parcel tax funds allocated leave
the district with $1,484 balance rather than
the $319,000 deficit.

Elimination of Naturalist Position

Kathy Barrett, a member of Wagner
Ranch Nature Area, expressed dismay
that the board would not accept the money
and pledges raised to retain the naturalist
position held by Toris Jaeger. School board
members had previously said that this
would be considered one-time money and
that they were prohibited from using it to
retain a tenured teacher. Maureen Wilbur
said that her children and grandchildren
benefited from WRNA and that “this kind
of science instruction isn’t possible in the
classroom.”

According to Superintendent Joe Ja-
conette, the WRNA will still be available
to school district teachers and students.
“We have a committee made up of teachers
and administrators who will structure the
program for next year. We also have the
current volunteers, who work with students
at the nature area, continuing their duties,”
Jaconette explained.

As a tenured teacher, Jaeger has been
offered a classroom teaching position. “We
just don’t know at this time what school or
which grade level she will teach,” added
Jaconette.
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GIRL SCOUTS

Girl Scouts in Local Troop Honored

By Thama Brentam
Contributing Writer

he Orinda Moraga Girl Scout Service

Unit recently honored girls who have
earned their Silver and Gold awards. Of the
920 scouts in this service unit, there are 132
Cadette Scouts (grades 6 - 9) and 75 Senior
Scouts, (grades 9 - 12).

Silver Award Recipients

The Silver Award is the second high-
est award in Girl Scouts and the highest
award that can be earned by a Cadette Girl
Scout. It requires that each girl design,
plan and carry out a Silver Award Project
that takes a minimum of 40 hours (per girl)
to complete.

Troop# 30346, Leader Janice Kjell,
Campolindo - Anastasia Chilimidos,
Maren Kjell, Rachel Meadows, Eliza-
beth Mediati, and Alicia Glidden worked
together on their Silver Award project.
The troop held fund raising activities and
supply drives to support the J. F. Kapnek
Foundation. Long’s Drugstore in Rheem
was a major supporter of their project. The
Kapnek Foundation works in Zimbabwe to
support a pediatric HIV/AIDS prevention
program and a pre-school program. Troop
#30346 collected 25 boxes of school sup-
plies, games, and toys that were sent to
Kapnek Foundation supported pre-school
programs.

Troop#30662, Leader Jaime Zafanella,
Miramonte — Tara Baghdassanian, Gabri-
ela Blum, Jamie Fiero, Chelsea Godsil,
Katie Latimer, Alicia Macler, Kathleen
Stanaro, Sofie Woodlee, Anna Blain,
Emelia Hildreth, Melanie Jones, Ashley
Juarbe, Cecily Schmidt, Sophie Wegener,
Leah Wolk, and Cassie Zafanella planned a
special day long event titled “iScout” aimed
at encouraging middle-school aged girl
scouts to stay in scouting. Troop #30662
demonstrated the fun older scouts can have
and included a day full of activities includ-
ing games, songs, crafts, and ended with a
campfire and skits.

Troop #: 32905, Leader Marsha Har-
ris, Miramonte — Hanne Andersen, Grace
Hilty, Selena MacDuff, Anne Odell, Han-
nah Swernoff, and Hayley Young planned
a dog fair that was held in the Moraga
Commons. Over 120 people and their
four-legged friends attended the event that
had representatives from pet service orga-
nizations, as well as pet fostering/adoption
organizations such as East Bay Humane
Society and Guide Dogs for the Blind.
In addition to educating the public about
dog care and ownership, they had on-site
adoption and successfully placed two dogs
in new homes.

Gold Award Recipients
The Gold Award is the highest award that

a Girl Scout may earn. Each Gold Award
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recipient has already performed 40 hours of
career exploration, 30 hours of leadership
before designing, planning and implement-
ing a Gold Award Project that meets an
expressed need in the community and will
have a lasting impact on society. The scouts
each spent a minimum of 50 hours design-
ing and executing their projects.

Troop #30189, Leaders Kappy Dye,
Debra Hughes, and Colleen Stagg, Cam-
polindo High School — Emily Gerst’s proj-
ect consisted of a donation drive for Shelter
Inc, which she organized and facilitated for
two months last spring. Emily collected
over $500 worth of donations from vari-
ous church groups, Girl Scout troops and
community donors. The donation drive
benefited the transitional housing program
at Shelter Inc, by providing the families
with basic housewares and personal items
while they save money to get back on their
feet. Gerst will be attending Northwestern
University in the fall.

Jillian Hughes* project “Healthier Lives
through Healthier Cosmetics” was a
fair for middle school girls to learn about
chemicals in products they use everyday.
Hughes also had information about more
natural alternatives and the attendees were
able to make their own (cosmetic) products
to take home, as well as recipe cards so that
they could make the products at home. Af-
ter attending the fair, scouts had earned the
“Fitness to Fashion” badge. Hughes will be
attending Purdue University in the fall.

Sarah DeMateo ran a musical workshop
for the kids at the Shelter’s Inc. low income
apartments in Antioch. Throughout the day,
they played games, made crafts - musical
and otherwise - played the Ocarina, had
lunch, and watched a video about different
musical instruments. DeMateo will be at-
tending St. Mary’s College in the fall.

Amy Stagg’s project “Bringing Lacrosse
to Inner City Youth” was based on introduc-
ing the sport of lacrosse to youth who would
not normally have the chance to experience
it. She asked for donations of lacrosse
equipment then used the equipment to run
two week long programs at both the M.
Robinson Baker YMCA and the Eastlake
YMCA in Oakland, working with youths
ranging in ages from 4- to 13-years-old
each day. She also educated them about the
importance of exercise and the importance
of hydrating and eating healthy which was
also supported by the YMCA’s “soda free
summer.” Stagg will be attending Univer-
sity of Colorado in the fall.

Troop #31562, Leader Brigitte Loss-
ing, Miramonte — Amanda Bains created a
sewing club as her project. The club named
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Lamorinda Girl Scouts recently received silver and gold awards.

“sew4charity” recruited members from
local schools, girl scouts troops, as well as
community members at large. Bains held
regular meetings for members to gather and
sew products to be used at Alta Bates Hos-
pital in Berkeley. She also held instructional
meetings for younger Girl Scout troops
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teaching them how to sew and make items
to be donated. Over the course of several
months, Amanda and her club made “scent
scarves” and “hug-a-bears”, items used in
the preemie ward at Alta Bates Hospital.
Bains will be attending University of San
Diego in the fall.
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STUDENT / STARLIGHT

Enterprising College Student Has

Busy Summer

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

n entrepreneur in the making, Taylor
Smith may soon be in your neighbor-
hood this summer. The UC Berkeley junior,
who hopes to go on to an MBA at Harvard
and eventually own his own company, is
getting a taste of business this summer as
an intern with College Works Painting.
The largest exterior painting contractor in
the United States, College Works Painting
trains college students to run their own
painting franchise. The students do not
paint the houses themselves. Instead, they
learn how to market their “business,” hire
and manage people, do painting estimates,
and work closely with their clients to insure
that the custom painting job fits their needs.
The company, which painted over 12,000
homes last year, boasts a 97 percent cus-
tomer satisfaction rating.
“I work about 12 hours a day, seven days
a week, because I am totally committed
to reaching my goal of over $100,000 in
revenue,” says Smith. “I’ve already learned
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CHARLIE JARRETT
Taylor Smith (L) inspects Tom Lemmer’s home
in Orinda before giving a painting estimate.

a ton about marketing, sales, and hiring
people. Later in the summer, I’ll be con-
centrating mostly on production, making
sure my clients are happy with the job we’re
doing.” Concentrating on the Lamorinda
area, Smith already has contracts to paint a
number of homes in Orinda and Moraga.

Working hard is certainly nothing new
to Smith. The Industrial Engineering and
Operations Research major manages to
play for three intramural basketball teams
and a softball team during the school year
while also being treasurer of his fraternity
and working 15-20 hours a week for the
Microcomputing Facilities at UC.

For more information on the College
Works Painting, go to collegeworks.com.
You can reach Smith at ttmsmith@berke-
ley.edu.

NO DOGS ALLOWED!

Ever wonder why?
Let’s train our dogs to have manners.
Sit quietly.
No lunging or barking at other dogs.
Calmly greet people in public and at
home.
Let me show you how to provide the
leadership your dog craves.

A well behaved dog is always welcome.

Please visit www.italkdog.com for more
information and other services.

TIONSHIP WITH YOUR DOG

59th Annual Frank Isola Rotary Field Day Winners

ORINDA

JILL GELSTER
Winners at Orinda Rotary’s annual field day were presented with plagues and trophies ata luncheon
in May. (L-R) Wagner Ranch Elementary School principal Janis Arnerich, Wagner Ranch third grader
Violet Bathgate, Glorietta fifth grader Ryan Anderson, Del Rey fourth grader Arden Creson, and
Del Rey Elementary School principal Kirsten Theurer. Bathgate and Creson tied in the high point

girl's category and Anderson won in the high point boy’s category.

Cyrano to Swashbuckle His Way

to Starlight Stage

BY DOROTHY BOWEN
Staff Writer

here have been many chances to see

Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond
Rostand in recent years. I have seen per-
formances in Ashland, Utah Shakespeare
Festival, Bristol, England and most recently
at the S.F. Waldorf School. (Full disclosure:
My granddaughter Amelia played the part
of Ragueneau, the baker.)

But none are closer to home than the
Starlight Players’ second offering at the
Orinda Community Center Park’s Out-
door Theater, July 27 through August 15.
Suzanne Loraine will direct the heroic
romantic drama of the noble swordsman
with an overly large nose.

Starlight’s Cyrano will be Eddie Pea-
body, and he is not surprised at all by the
popularity of the play. “It’s an enduring
story of unrequited love — even the ugly can
be beautiful,” he explains. “And it’s full of
regrets — ‘If only I’d said something.””

Rehearsals began in early June following
the opening of Starlight’s Spider’s Web,
directed by Geotty Chapple. He’d worked
with Peabody in the early 90s when they
were both cast in Brian Friel’s Philadel-
phia, Here I Come at Diablo Valley College.
Peabody studied there with Jim Kirkwood
at the end of that famed teacher’s tenure.
“It was good to get the opportunity to work
with him,” Peabody adds.

Peabody went on to the Academy of Dra-
matic Art in Hollywood, where he studied
all aspects of acting including stage combat
that will come in handy for Cyrano. Back
in the Bay Area, he played Theo in Role
Players Ensemble’s Underpants, which

JILL GELSTER
Eddie Peabody is Cyrano in the Starlight Village
Players next production.

played to sold out houses. “Audiences loved
it,” he recalls.

Recently, the Moraga resident has been
in two Shakespeare plays with Butterfield
8. He was the Chorus in Henry V, for which
he was well prepared, having studied the
monologues in the famous history play for
a year and a half at the Academy. Next,
he was in Cymbeline, where he played
two roles, the good guy and the bad guy.
“Shakespeare is my favorite,” he says.

Peabody has never seen Cyrano on stage,
but remembers well the movie version with
Jose Ferrer: “I was totally in love with the
story, the tragedy of it all.” The young
thespian has performing in his blood. His
grandfather, also Eddie Peabody, was a
banjo player in show business for 50 or
60 years.

You can catch Peabody as Cyrano July
27 — August 15. Performances are Fridays
and Saturdays at 8:30 p.m. Sunday, August
9,4 p.m. and Thursday, August 13 at 8 p.m.
Tickets are at the box office before the show
or by calling 925-253-1191 or by going
online to Www.orsvp.org.
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CALENDAR

ON THE CALENDAR

JULY

2 Orinda Books, Vivienne Sosnowski will discuss and sign copies of her new book, When the
Rivers Ran Red: An Amazing Story of Courage and Triumph in America’s Wine Country, 7
p.m., Call 254-7606.

4 Orinda Association’s 4th of July Celebration, pancake breakfast at 7:30 a.m., parade at
10 a.m., park activities/concert 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. Call 254-0800 or go online to www.
orindaassociation.org.

7  Orinda Community Center Auxiliary concert, “Mixed Nuts,” 6:30 — 8:30 p.m., Orinda
Community Center Park, 254-2445.

8  California Shakespeare Theatre presents Private Lives by Noél Coward, Tuesdays through
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Saturday matinee at 2 p.m., Sunday
matinee at 4 p.m. through Aug. 2 at Bruns Memorial Amphitheater, 100 Gateway Blvd.,
Orinda. For tickets and information visit www.calshakes.org or call 510-548-9666.
Orinda Books, Second Wednesday Book Group will read and discuss Saturday by lan
McEwan, 3 p.m., 276 Village Square, 254-7606. The group meets monthly and welcomes
new members.

9  Orinda Theatre Square 2009 Summer Music Series with the band Surefire featuring Bob
Athayde and Friends, 4-7 p.m., free. Visit www.orindatheatresquare.com.

14 Orinda Community Center Auxiliary concert, “The Crisis” (blues and rock), 6:30 — 8:30
p.m., Orinda Community Center Park, 254-2445.

16 Computer Class, 10 a.m. to noon, also July 23, 30, Orinda Community Center, 28 Orinda
Way, Computers — Beginning, hands-on class covers Windows, Excel, Word. Call 254-
2445.

17 Orinda Starlight Village Players present Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmund Rostand through
Aug. 15 at Orinda Community Center Park, 28 Orinda Way. Performances are Fridays and
Saturdays at 8:30 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 9 at 4 p.m., and Thursday, Aug. 13 at 8 p.m. Regular
admission $15; seniors/students $7.50; season tickets $35 regular, $21 seniors/students.
Call 253-1191 or 255-3295 (after 7 p.m.) or email info@orsvp.org. Groups of 25 or more
receive a discount.

21 Orinda Community Center Auxiliary concert, “Stone Soup” (classic rock), 6:30 — 8:30
p.m., Orinda Community Center Park, 254-2445.

Orinda Books, World Affairs Book Group will read and discuss The Limits of Power by
Andrew Bacevich, 3 p.m., 276 Village Square, 254-7606. The group meets bi-monthly and
welcomes new members.

23 Orinda Theatre Square 2009 Summer Music Series with the Michael Robinson Band, 4-7
p.m., free. Visit www.orindatheatresquare.com.

28 Summer Stir-Fries cooking class, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Orinda Community Center, 28 Orinda
Way. Residents, $60; non-residents $66. Call 254-2445.

Orinda Community Center Auxiliary concert, “Phaddohg” (Celtic rock), 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.,
Orinda Community Center Park, 254-2445.

AT THE LIBRARY

All events are free unless otherwise specified.

1 Toddler Lapsit: stories, songs and finger plays for 1- to 3-year-olds and their caregivers,
10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., AlsoJuly 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 and 29. Drop into any story time,
but no more than once a week.

7  Peek-a-Boo: rhymes, songs and bounces. Infants through pre-walkers can enjoy early
literacy along with their caregivers, 11:30 a.m., Also July 14, 21 and 28.

8  Paws to Read. Would your child like to practice reading with a friendly dog? Temperament-
tested therapy dogs will listen while 1st- through 5th-grade readers earn minutes for their
summer reading program, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Also July 9, 15, 22 and 29. Sign up for a 25-
minute session at the library.

11 Saturday Morning Create: special July crafts in addition to story times, 11 a.m. Suitable
for preschoolers and older. July 11: Chalk Talk; July 18: Puppet in a Cup; July 25: Mask
Making with Minerva. No registration necessary.

For more information on library programs, call 254-2184.

CITY/FIRE/SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING SCHEDULE
Acalanes Union High School District, first and third Wednesdays, district office, 1212
Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette, 7:30 p.m.

City Council, first and third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, www.cityoforinda.org.

Historic Landmarks Committee, fourth Tuesday, 3 to 5 p.m., Library Garden Room, public is
welcome, for information, 925-788-7323.

Friends of the Orinda Creeks, fourth Wednesday, 8:30 a.m., May Room, Orinda Library. 253-
1997.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District, third Wednesday, 7 p.m., Administration Building, 1280 Moraga
Way, Moraga.

Orinda Juniors community service and social meetings, the first Tuesday of the month (Sept.- June),
7 p.m. Contact Diane Petek and Ann Sullivan at orinda.juniors @yahoo.com for location.

Orinda Union School District Board of Trustees, OUSD Conference Room, 8 Altarinda Road,
4 p.m.

Planning Commission, second and fourth Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, 253-4210.

CLUB MEETINGS

Diablo Star Chapter #214, Order of the Eastern Star. Second Monday, 7:30 p.m., Orinda Masonic
Center. Contact Karen Seaborn, 925-689-0995.

Friends of Joaquin Moraga Adobe Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. All interested in preservation of
the landmark are invited to attend. For date and location, 254-8260

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary, Postino’s in Lafayette, 7 a.m. every Friday, 254-0440, ext.463.

Orinda Rotary, Community Center, every Wednesday at noon, 254-2222.

Orinda Association, Orinda Library, May Room, second Monday, 7:15 p.m., 254-0800.

Orinda Historical Society, third Wednesday of the month, OHS Museum, 3 to 5 p.m.,
254-1353.

Orinda Job’s Daughters, first and third Monday, 7 p.m., 9 Altarinda Road, 925-283-7176.

Orinda/Tédbor (Czech Republic) Sister City Foundation, Fourth Thursday of the month,
7 p.m. social, 7:30 p.m. meeting, call 254-8260 for location.

Orinda Woman'’s Club, Second Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. to noon; call Jean Barnhart, 254-3881.

Calendar by Maggie Sharpe

Send calendar items to Maggie at m.sharpe66@gmail.com

Fun Things to Do This Summer

If you like to dance, try Tomaj Trenda’s (above)
salsa classes and dances at the Orinda Commu-
nity Center. Go to www.salsawithtomaj.com for
more information. Stone Soup (right) plays on
July 21 as part of the Orinda Community Center
Auxiliary’s Concerts-in-the-Park. See the calendar
for all concert dates.

Couple Has Right Chemistry at Cal Shakes

BY DOROTHY BOWEN
Staff Writer

hen it opened in 1930, Noel Cow-

ard’s Private Lives got mixed re-
views. Critic Allardyce Nicoll wrote,
“Amusing, no doubt, but hardly moving
farther below the surface than a paper boat
in a bathtub, and like the paper boat, ever in
imminent danger of becoming a shapeless,
sodden mass.”

It must have been doubly painful to the
playwright who was also the star, with
Gertrude Lawrence as his leading lady
and a very young Laurence Olivier as her
new husband.

But what did the critics know? The com-
edy has been revived frequently in the West
End and six times on Broadway with stars

by Diana La Mar, a New York based actress,
and Stephen Barker Turner, returning to
the Cal Shakes stage. They have worked
together before. The new, younger spouses
will be Sarah Nealis and Jud Williford.
Liam Vincent will be the housekeeper, who
speaks only French.

Coward’s reputation has waxed and
waned, says Rucker. Wildly popular
through WWII, he went out of fashion after
the war and was frequently attacked in the
press. Then, about 10 years before he died
in 1973, his work was revived again.

“The times have caught up with him,”
says Philippa Kelly, Cal Shakes resident
dramaturg. Also, in these grim times, com-
edies like Private Lives may be as popular
as the screwball comedies of the 1930’s
movies. Private Lives runs July 8 — August

KEVIN BERNE

The cast of Cal Shakes’ production of Noél Coward’s Private Lives: (L-R) Diana LaMar (Amanda), Jud
Williford (Victor), Stephen Barker Turner (Elyot), and Sarah Nealis (Sibyl). Private Lives runs July 8 through

Aug. 2 at Bruns Memorial Amphitheater.

like Tallulah Bankhead, Tammy Grimes
and Maggie Smith.

Now it will be revived again by Cal
Shakes, directed by Mark Rucker. He says,
“It’s about a couple who can’t live without
each other and can’t live with each other.
Anybody is capable of anything, given the
right circumstances.”

The circumstances, in this case, are the
divorced couple honeymooning with their
new husband and wife in adjoining suites
in Deauville. Rucker’s take might explain
why the censors of the day found the play
scandalous. Coward had to go to St. James
Palace to act out the questionable scenes
himself to persuade them it would be fine.

Rucker had read Private Lives long
before he had this chance to direct it. “It’s
almost a perfect play,” he says. But before,
he saw it as an Art Deco period piece with
martinis and cigarette holders. Now, he
says it is about the unbelievable chemistry
between the lovers. The exes will be played

2 at Bruns Amphitheater in Orinda. Call
the box office at 510-548-9666 for ticket
information.

EFO -
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda -

wishes to thank its
Business Partner

Moran Supply
www.moransupply.com
(510) 652-7437
for generously supporting
the Orinda schools.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

For more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.org/businesspartners/Business-
PartnerList.html
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..classified ads

Computer Services

Recent Miramonte Grad providing computer
services in Lamorinda area includes: OS upgrades,
software/hardware install, networking trouble
shooting, consulting. Will find best electronics deal
925-899-8879 or Brett@orindatech.com

Computer Problems? For a reasonable $ call
925-254-1025 or visit sfbayareapcrepair.com.

Macintosh technical services for busy profes-
sionals. Apple certified with OSX. Specialist in
desktop publishing, database & Internet solutions.
Get the help you need today. Call 254-5467.

Orinda’s Heavenly Rummage Sale! St. Mark’s
Church, 451 Moraga Way. Fri. Sat. Aug. 21&22.9
a.m.to 3 p.m. Quality Items - housewares, jewelry,
toys, books, clothing, collectibles.

NelD ywwanitedo

Personal Asst. Part Time. Quicken knowledge
some social secty duties. Some house & garden
overseeing. Send resume - Box 1857 Orinda.

Art Classes at Lafayette Studio marcy@marcy-
wheeler.com

Guitar Lessons at Orinda studio. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Folk and Pop taught by patient experienced
professional. Serving Lamorinda since 1980. Call
Jack Eskridge at 925-254-6317.

Japanese Conversation for Travel & Business.
Private or group lessons. 415-373-6033, jconve@
gmail.com.

LOST

Old infielder’s baseball glove at Del Rey Pinto/
Mustang fields. “David Alan Steinberg” with
address in lllinois on back of left thumb. Sub-
stantial sentimental value. Please call (in order
of likely success): 209-765-8999, 254-1672.
Thank you.

Miscellaneous

Looking to “downsize” in Orinda? Family with
young kids in Sleepy Hollow would like to exchange
their 2000 sq. ft. home, plus cash, for a larger
home in same area (3000-3500 sq.). Matthew
254-5300.

Low Cost Health insurance, COBRA layoffs, for
individuals and group. Also 401K rollovers. Call
Madeline @ 925-253-1012 or 510-724-7070.

Photography & Videography. Preserve your
precious family history with a personal video
biography. Call Sherry Burkart 510-548-7732.
www.sherryburkartphotography.org.

Pet Care

All Ears Pet Sitting Services —Expert pet care in
your home: A.M. & PM. visits, midday dog walks.
Also dog boarding - Orinda resident. Bonded and
insured. Beverly: 925-253-8383.

Vacation Pet Sitting & Dog Walks. Special offer
for new clients! All Fur Love Pet Care 212-7422.
Orinda Res., Insured, Reliable.

Services

Brush Cutting for Fire Safety. Landscape proj-
ects & garden maintenance. Orinda resident w/
experience & refs. Charles 925-254-5533 or
925-528-9385.

European Housecleaning Services. Reasonable
prices, excellent ref. 10 yrs. experience. Elizabeth
925-602-5372.

Knife and Garden Tool Sharpening, Collins
Sharpening, formerly at the Orinda Farmers
Market. Drop off /pick up at our Orinda home.
925-254-6882.

Personal Chef $150 for couples per week. Call
Ken 925-254-0610 or email kpashnehtala@
gmail.com.

Reliable Window & Gutter Cleaning. Friendly ser-
vice & outstanding results! Servicing Lamorinda
since 1983. Please call 925-254-7622 or visit us
@ www.reliablewindowservice.com.

RN Skilled Caring. Dr. appts, meal prep, medi-
cation supervision, 4 hour min. Call 510-910-
8159.

Terry’s Paint Co. L#851058 Res-Com. In/outside
e Anything ¢ Remodel & Additions ¢ 925-788-
1663.

acation Rentals

MEXICO

Cabo San Lucas Beautiful House on the Pacific.
Sleeps 10. Maid service. 254-5539. www.lavil-
lacontenta.com.

HAWAII

Big Island Of Hawaii Lovely Beach House,
3BR/2BA Kohala Coast. 510-527-2009 HaleLea.
com.

TAHOE

North Lake Tahoe - Carnelian Bay 4 BR/4 BA,
3000 sq. ft. Sleeps 12. Rentourtahoehouse.com.
253-9550.

Tahoe Westshore Homewood. Private home.
Sleeps 12. Sunny decks & homeowner beach.
3600 sqg. Ft. 254-9111.

1 Buy 1950’s Furniture. Danish modern, Herman
Miller, Knoll wanted. 1 item or entire estate! Call
Rick at 510-219-9644. Courteous house calls.

¢ SHOPPER from page 7

¢ GALLERY from page 12

Cool Cucumber Tomato Salsa

2 cups seeded, diced tomatoes (choose your
favorite varieties)

1 peeled, seeded chopped cucumber

1 tablespoon minced red onion

1 tablespoon fresh lemon or lime juice

2 -3 tablespoons chopped cilantro

1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and minced
One-quarter teaspoon salt

Mix all ingredients together in a medium
size bowl. Cover and refrigerate for a few
hours to meld the flavors. Serve at room
temperature for best flavor.

Used alone it’s a tasty dip for tortilla
chips or add a spoonful of mayonnaise and
use as a cold sauce for a tuna or salmon
salad.

¢ GARDENS from page 2

between the pond and path.

In Southern Africa, look for cycads, rare
primitive conifer relatives, older than the
dinosaurs, in a cliff-like simulation of their
native Eastern Cape Province. The New
World Desert is one of the oldest and best-
known collections in the garden with some
of the plants dating back to the 1930s. Look
for the monkey-puzzle trees in the South
American collection. The Mexico/Central
America section features a unique collec-
tion of plants, including many utilized by
the Aztecs in Mexico and the Mayans in
Mexico and Central America.

The California collection showcases the
state’s extraordinarily rich native flora with
more than 1,200 species — almost a third of
all known natives — the largest of its kind,
including some 200 endangered species.
Community displays include an alpine fell-
field, vernal pool, pygmy forest, redwood
forest, chaparral, and a unique garden of
plants adapted to serpentine soils. For the
home gardener looking for landscaping
ideas, UCBG is the perfect place for gath-
ering them. The garden displays mature
plants in their habitat, so the visitor can
see what the plant will look like 10 years
down the road.

Much of the work in the garden involves
the behind-the-scenes propagation of plants
for other botanical gardens and research
institutions around the world as well as
safeguarding endangered and extinct spe-
cies. “This is a very serious trust, “ says

Licht. “The garden can’t be reproduced.”
A current project involves a larkspur
(Delphinium bakeri) that grows only in
a small section of Marin County. First a
fire and then a flood ravaged its habitat.
Then came the bulldozer whose operator
misunderstood his directions and inadver-
tently destroyed the habitat and most of the
remaining plants. UCBG, had specimens
and through propagation has several plants
that are now thriving in the nursery. These
plants will be reintroduced into its natural
setting this spring.

Volunteers propagate plants that are sold
to the public at the plant shop and the bian-
nual plant sales held on the last weekends
in April and September.

On a visit to this peaceful retreat, stop
and listen — away from the roar of a free-
way. You may hear sweet strains of a wed-
ding march in the garden, where visitors
are often treated to a glimpse of a beautiful
bride. The amphitheater in the Redwood
Grove is a favored wedding site, followed
by a reception and dancing on the confer-
ence center terrace — a pleasant reminder of
a garden’s role in the cycle of life.

Benches and picnic tables are scattered
throughout the garden, providing places to
pause, listen, breathe deeply, and observe
that which we too often miss in our daily
lives. The conference center can be rented
for gatherings, a wedding, a workshop, or
a meeting. Stroll the garden with a docent
for a deeper understanding of this magical
setting. The garden offers frequent spe-

“The Bird That Casts a Dark Shadow,” and
“Through the Knot Follow,” each with their
own story to tell.

Living this focus means that Eielson
must use her skills as a painter to commu-
nicate what moves her about our planet —
which requires deep dedication to a creative
life. Her initiation began on Earth Day in
1970 — come and see what a creative life
dedicated to awareness about our planet
looks like!

“Art brings a kind of experience to a
community, one that we easily lose in our
rushed world. It is an inner experience of
aesthetic quiet which moves each of us
closer to our dreams and imagination. We
enter the artist’s world of storytelling, giv-
ing human meaning to our world,” explains
Eielson. Her work is in private collections
across the country as well as in Asia and
Europe. Check out her work at www.ol-
iviaeielson.com or www.nordic5arts.com/
artists/eielson_olivia/eielson_olivia.html.

You can always stop by the Orinda Li-
brary Gallery, 26 Orinda Way, during nor-
mal library hours — Monday — Thursday, 10
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

cialized walks and programs to explore
the vital primordial relationship between
plants and people.

The garden is open from 9 am. to 5 p.m.
daily (except Thanksgiving Day, December
24 and 25, December 31, January 1, Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, and the first Tuesday
of every month) and offers frequent spe-
cialized walks. Free docent-led tours occur
Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday at 1:30
p-m., and group tours can be arranged by
appointment.

Admission is $7 for adults, $5 seniors, $5
juniors (13 — 17), and $2 children (5 — 12).
For UCB California Alumni Association
members, UC Retirement Center members,
and Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
members, admission is $5. Admission is
free with current ID to UCBG members,
UC Berkeley and LBNL faculty, staff, and
students, and children under the age of 5,
and to all admission on the first Thursday
of every month is free.

For additional information call 510-
643-2755 or visit the Website at http://
botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu.
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care providers help create a more gender
sensitive and supportive environment for
all, including gender variant and transgen-
der youth.

“Gender is considered a binary concept
and in fact it is not binary. There is a
spectrum of gender. It is not just physical,
but is really an interplay between three
different elements that include the roles
we play, how we dress and who we are on
the inside as well,” says Joel Baum, direc-
tor of education and training. “Basically,
through our conferences and workshops we
strive to create a safer and more inclusive
world for people of all genders. We are
trying to expand people’s understanding
of the complexity of gender,” adds Baum,
whose background includes serving as a
middle school educator, and principal. He
is currently a professor at California State
University, East Bay in the Educational
Leadership Department and serves as di-
rector of leadership development for the
Oakland Unified School District.

“In the educational setting, we are in-
volved at the preschool level up to college

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Stephanie Brill of Gender Spectrum

age. We work with the school’s leadership
first, then faculty and staff, and then we
work with parents. Once a foundation is
in place, we work with students in the
classroom to create a safer place for kids,”
says Baum. Every year a family confer-
ence is hosted for families with gender
nonconforming children in Seattle. School
administrators, lawyers, medical therapists,
and youth group directors gather to share
information and support for families raising
transgender or gender variant children. This
year the family conference is scheduled for
September 4-6.

Stephanie Brill is the co-author of The
Transgender Child: A Handbook for Par-
ents and Professionals. Brill is a midwife
and established Maia Midwifery, but for the
past five years she has focused on Gender
Spectrum Education and Training. She is
also the co-founder of the Children’s Hos-
pital Oakland support group for parents of
gender variant and transgender children.
“We help people create an environment that
supports and celebrates normal variations
in gender identity and gender expression
by people of any age and at any level of

the organization, whether they are gender
variant children, the children of gender
variant parents, or gender variant adult
staff members.”

In addition, Gender Spectrum Education
and Training provide consultations and sup-
port for parents all over the world. “Many
parents who have a non-conforming gender
child look for reassurance and support. We
do training with therapists and medical
professionals who are setting up medical
protocol working with younger children.
We also conduct policy work with law firms
that are trying to establish various policies
responsive to transgender kids, such as an
athletics policy. We have a lot of requests
from researchers working with transgender
children and youth who would like to con-
nect with other families,” says Baum.

“We feel we are about making the world a
safer place for kids. We are about kindness
and respect,” he adds. For more information
or for an appointment, please cal 254-3907.
You may visit the website at www.gender-
spectrum.org.

Flexperience Offers Alternatives to the
9-5 Routine

This virtual business operates out of
Orinda resident Sally Park’s home, and is
guided by co-founders Sally Thornton, Lara
McDonald and Michelle Fowler’s manage-
ment expertise. By connecting experienced
professionals with Fortune 100 companies
that offer flexible contract jobs, they act as
a connector of high-level talent including
individuals with MBA’s and JD’s.

By her own admission, Thornton is not
an entrepreneur and claims extraordinary
circumstances pushed her outside of her
comfort zone. “The genesis was when I
was 8 months pregnant with my first child
and my brother died in a plane crash. I re-
member the moment when my mother and
I were at the crash site and she said that as
much as I love my work, I better find a way
to blend the two worlds of family and work
life because I really don’t know how long
I will have my son. It hit me really hard,”
says Thornton.

“We are a business solution to an issue
that has social relevance. There has been
a lot of debate about women opting out.
Previously, it has been a situation where
professional women either worked an 80-
hour workweek or opted out to become a
stay-a-home mom. Today’s business culture
was developed during the industrial revolu-
tion and society has changed significantly
since then. There is an evolution taking
place, and we offer an interesting middle
ground for professionals,” adds Thornton.

Established 2 %2 years ago, today 80
percent of Flexperience talent is made
up of working mothers. “Women want to
continue their intellectual pursuits, gener-
ate income and enjoy a family life as well.
Our clients include Genentech, Pixar and
Levi Strauss, as well as start up companies.
They need top notch talent and we connect
them,” explains Thornton. The average
project involves about 30 hours per week

Residential and
Restoration
Painting Services

Meficulous atlention to detail
37 years of safisfied customers

David Collins, Orinda

925-254-6882

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Sally Park (L) and Sally Thornton cofounded
Flexperience, a flexible job program.

for six months to complete. There is a cur-
rent demand for reviewing sales contracts
and in some cases renegotiating real estate
contracts. This flexible work arrangement
gives people more trust, and there is more
discretion allowed in how they get their job

Lic# 818633

OWNER/OPERATOR

ORINDA

6\’UE R’DGE

LaANDscAPE Co.

Blue Jay Feldman

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM

RESIDENT 925-25 8—9233

done by the employer.

Park and Thornton like to point out that
studies have shown having women in man-
agement and leadership positions increases
profitability. “The Bay Area is very progres-
sive, and the time is right to bring about
positive work/life balance alternatives,”
adds Thornton. Genentech hired the duo
to examine how the company can create
internal flexibility for their employees. “If
we can help companies solve this issue with
their employees, then we are impacting
more people just that much more quickly.”
Flexperience received certification from B
Corp., a progressive stamp of approval. B
Corp. is a nonprofit that recognizes com-
panies that are creating a positive social
impact.

For more information, please visit the
website at www.FlexperienceConsulting.
com or call 800-850-9591. Flexperience
works with clients and talent who are pri-
marily located within the Bay Area.

DESIGN
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IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
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- Complete Auto Care -
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To send items for consideration, email
Hotz at v.hotz@att.net.

Pizzeria Amoroma

Now folks, this is Italian. Owner Michele
Lavecchia, native of Rome, presides over
a bustling wait staff that delivers up deli-
cious platters of Italian specialties. With
a wood fired oven rolling out pizzas and
an abundance of Li Piatti Freddi (Cold
Plates), and Li Panini (Sandwiches), the
menu also offers daily specials that include
lamb, linguini with half Maine lobster and
filet mignon. The energy here is marvel-
ous. The warm Tuscan inspired interior is
well lit and features mustard shaded walls

Loretta Barra

Previews Property Specialist/Realtor

Experience

You Can Trust!
(925) 253-4642

www.LorettaBarra.com

Selling Homes and Building Relationships!

COLDWELL
BANKER QO

Putting a Personal Face
on the Face of Business

Call me for a free
market analysis!

Valerie Hotz

accented with red brick and a fully stocked
granite bar. You will want to linger over the
extensive wine menu that features Italian
and California wines.

Son of one of Rome’s most famous chefs,
Francesco Lavecchia, Michele is inspired
by his father’s recipes and brings them to
Orinda. “When I was growing up my father
was the chef at Giggi Fazi. It was the Chez
Panisse of Rome, with an emphasis on the
freshest ingredients. On Sundays, I would
drive with my father to the countryside
to visit the farms and buy the freshest
cheese, and prosciutto,” says Lavecchia,
who speaks with a marvelous Italian ac-
cent. Summers were spent working in the

real

restaurant, washing crystal glasses. The
recipes from Giggi Fazi are published in his
father’s book, La Cucina e La Cantina Mia,
which Lavecchia proudly shares with me.
The whimsical watercolor reproductions
gracing Pizzeria Amoroma are taken from
the book and feature various food scenes,
each one representing a dish.

The emphasis on fresh ingredients is the
foundation at Pizzeria Amoroma. “Itis very
important to have good ingredients. You
can’t mess them up. We serve naturally fed
beef and free range chicken. Our cheeses
come from Cowgirls Creamery, our cold
cuts from Framani, and fish is delivered by
Monterey Fish Company. The chef here,
Noe Castro, is a much better cook than I
am,” smiles Lavecchia. “Food is not just
technique. It is the farmer and the land. We
have been a member of Slow Food since
1986, an international organization started
in Italy emphasizing locally grown food,
freshness and sustainability.”

Lavecchia vacationed in San Francisco in
1981 and, falling in love, ended up never
going back home. He served as the sous
chef at Prego on Union Street and in his
words, when he realized his hands don’t lis-
ten well to his brain, moved into restaurant
management. Your path may have crossed
Michele’s if you frequented Spiedini in
Walnut Creek, which he opened in 1986
or, more recently, Ristorante Amoroma in
Moraga. One of the perks of working for
Michele is the chance to be voted Employee
of the Year, a coveted prize which includes
an all expense paid one week vacation to
Italy. “The idea is to immerse them in the
culture, and when they come back they are

LEARN TO DANCE

FREE CLASS COUPON
Learn to dance SALSA with TOMAJ!

No Partner Required! Bring this coupon with
you for a FREE CLASS! Classes in:
Orinda, Walnut Creek, San Ramon
Schedule at: www.SalsawithTomaj.com
Info: 925-254-3459

VALERIE HOTZ
Michele Lavecchia (L), owner of Amoroma, and
his private dining manager, Libby Havicek.

more Italian than ever. We visit restaurants,
wineries, museums, and my family. We’ll
take a cooking class in Tuscany. It is a great
experience for them.”

Lavecchia is married to Mariam Lavec-
chia, who is the banquet catering manager
at Left Bank in Pleasant Hill. The couple
has three children, Nicole, age 17, Madison,
age 16, and Francesco, age 9. Every Sunday
the Lavecchias join in a family basketball
game. “I love soccer and basketball and
can be found chasing my son Francesco
around the court.”

Pizzeria Amoroma is located at 65
Moraga Way and is a member of the Orinda
Chamber of Commerce. Open for lunch
and dinner 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday and 11:30 a.m. to 11
p-m. Friday and Saturday. You may call
253-ROMA for a reservation. For more
information, please visit the website www.
amoromal.com.

Gender Spectrum Education and Train-

ing
Originally established in Seattle, Wash-
ington, Gender Spectrum Education and
Training has opened an office in Orinda
located at One Camino Sobrante. Founding
director Stephanie Brill, an Orinda resident,
conducts seminars and conferences that
increase awareness and understanding of
the normal range of gender variation found
in people. Specifically designed workshops
for educational professionals and health
[SEe BUZZ page 19]
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Margaret, an avid cyclist, suffered
extensive injuries when hit by a

car, After several surgeries, she
transferred to our care and received
intensive medical and rehabilitation
services to help regain her ability

to care for herself. Margaret is now
back home.

taking the time 1o fully understand who you

are and what matters most to you makes

TOTAL MERRILL
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July 21, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.

Ristorante Amoroma
360 Park Street
Moraga, CA 94556

The Deaton,/Hurd Group
Speaker: Justin J. Hurd, CFP*®, ChFC, CRPC*®
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