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Road Repair at Forefront of
November Election in Orinda

By CHRIS LAVIN
Staff Writer

lection Day is fast approaching when

Orindavoterswill decidefor or against
Measure Q, a bond measure that would
provide money to repair roadsand drainage
pipes, as well as upgrade water lines used
to fight fires.

And while aimost everyone agrees that
repairs to some of Orinda's 92 miles of
roads are badly needed, not all believe that
abond measure —with its subsequent line-
item on future property tax bills — is the
right way to pay for them.

If passed by the two-thirds majority
required on November 7, Measure Q would
authorize the city to issue a $59.1 million
bond in order to hire crews to get repairs
underway immediately, before damaged
roads crumble further. And there is no use
fixing theroads, supporters say, unlessyou

SALLY HOGARTY
discuss Measure
Q during a break at the Orinda Association forum.

Ani ed : b,

repair theold, faulty drainage pipesbeneath
them at the same time.

“It just makes sense,” said Art Haigh, a
retired accountant and chairman of the
infrastructure committee that spent two
years studying what needed to befixed, and
how much it would cost.

Even opponents to the measure do not
quibble with the committee's findings.

“The committee did a good job on what
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needed to be done physically,” said Clyde
Vaughn, a retired chemical engineer and
reliable fixture at Orinda City Council
meetings. “But when it came to financing,
they didn’t ook into other possibilities”

Atissueistheway to pay for therepairs.
Issuing a bond will result in an additional
$160 per year on property tax hills for a
house that is assessed at $500,000. Haigh
emphasizesthat thisisthe assessed value—
not a home's actual worth on the market
today — and may be tax-deductible for
homeownerswho itemizetheir tax returns.
Coincidentally, and thanks to Proposition
13, theaverage homein Orindais assessed
at $500,000, Haigh said. “New home-
owners would be paying more,” he added.
“They will be paying for theroadsthey are
using.”

The City of Orindaonly began collecting
property taxeswhen it incorporated in 1985
and, currently, has approximately $9
million in reserves. The city’s $9 million
annual budget cannot cover city expenses
and the costs of repairsto roads and drains
that were already in disrepair when Orinda
inherited them from the county, Haigh
explained.

Vaughn and his fellow opponents,
however, believe that enough money
already existsin the coffers of the city and
thefiredistrict that, if re-designated, could
go along way toward making the needed
road and drainage repairs without floating
a bond. For instance, Vaughn said, the
annual property tax alotment from the
proposed Montanera development in
Gateway Valley could bring an Orindafire
district $2 million, if it had its own district,
rather than sharing it with the Moraga-
OrindaFire District. “Thisjust goesinto a

[See BOND page 10]

Orinda Schools
Top State API

By PAT RUDEBUSCH

Assistant Editor

rinda Union School District (OUSD)

teachers, administrators, and staff had
reason to celebrate last month when the
state released the results from the 2005-06
STAR tests showing the Orinda School
District earning the highest API (Academic
Performance Index) scorein the state. “ The
API results are an affirmation of all that
we've been doing asadistrict to strengthen
our academic programs,” said OUSD’s
Superintendent Frank Brunetti. “Our
teachers, principals, staff, and district office
employees have worked hard these past six
yearsto realign our strategic priorities and
now we're seeing the results.”

While Orinda's schools have routinely
been among the top performing schoolsin
the state, Brunetti says that the district’s
ascent to the top of the state’'s API is no
accident but the result of a strategic focus
put into place in 2000. “We've operated
under aphilosophy of raising the floor and
lifting the ceiling to provide opportunities
for al studentsto reach their potential,” he
explains. “These are very bright and
capable students, and we oweit to each and

[See API page 10]

OA Forum Attracts Standing Room Only Crowds

City council candidates (L-R) Robert Jungbluth, Laura Abrams, Tom McCormick, Sue Severson,
and Amy Worth answer questions at the Orinda Association Forum in October.

SALLY HOGARTY

Searching for the Right College

By PAT RUDEBUSCH

Assistant Editor

t was standing room only in Miramonte's

theater when several hundred parents of
high school students attended Lloyd
Thacker’s presentation on the college
admissions process. Thacker, whose book
College Unranked: Ending the College
Admissions Frenzy presents 20 essays by
admissions officers, is an outspoken critic
of a college admissions process that
seemingly has been taken over by salesmen.
College testing and placement services,
guidebooks, and college ranking services,
together, have grown to a billion dollar
industry that Thacker says fuels much of
the getting-into-college anxiety.

A former admissions officer and college
placement counselor, himself, Thacker has
gone on to found The Education
Conservancy, a nonprofit organization
whose goal is to bring sanity back to the
college admissions process. Working with
college presidents and deans, high schools,
and students, the Education Conservancy
is central to many of the discussions that
will, hopefully, bring about productive
change. His group has been featured on
NPR’s“All Things Considered,” CNN, and
CBS News, as well as in leading national
newspapers. Currently, the Education
Conservancy isworking with the producers
of “60 Minutes” on a segment spotlighting
the college admissions practices.

According to Thacker, who was at the
high school aspart of Miramonte's Stressed
Out Students initiative, a lot has changed
since the current generation of parents
applied to college. “Chill out” may have
been their parents’ mantra, but today’shigh
school students are more likely to be
stressed out. A number of factorsledto this
change in mood, not the least of which is
the increased competition to get into one
of the top-ranked — or brand name —
colleges and universities.

There's no shortage of advice for high
school students trying to navigate the

college admissions process. Browse the
shelves of any bookstore and you'll find
titles ranging from A is for Admissions to
Winning the College Admissions Game. It's
the very notion that students could, or
should, game the system that Thacker and
a growing chorus of others in higher
education find most damaging. That
admission to a brand-name college is
considered a prize to be won, they say, is
creating undue anxiety among studentsand
is denigrating to the true value of an
education.

Miramonte senior Nick Radoff concedes
that he, like many of hisfriends, isfeeling
the pressure of looming college application
deadlines. “I'm stressed, but | think it's
normal to feel somestressover college. I'm
not over thetop withit, but | doworry about
getting into the school | want.” Radoff says
that hehasa“longlist” of collegesthat he's
considering, but he hopesto narrow it down

[See COLLEGE page 6]

November Orinda Dog
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Judy and Chet Martine's golden-samoyed
mix, Andy, is this month's Orinda dog. As the
Chinese Year of the Dog nears its end, so will
this monthly feature on Orinda's faithful canine
companions. For more local dogs, see page 2.
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YEAR OF THE ORINDA DOG

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
JoAnne and Carl Frudden's Darcey enjoys
keeping watch over the neighbor's yard.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Alaska, an Australian Shepard, enjoys a good
bath by owner Tom Lavin.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Kipper may be small, but according to his owners,
the Sninskys, he's a real go-getter.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Ratner family's dog Opus was well taken care of while they were on vacation, but he still missed
them lots.

il
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Jake is one lucky dog. He was rescued from the
Fremont Animal Shelter by the Novak family.

animal house

PET B raCel CARI
Fall or Winter Travel Plans?
Let me take the worry out of

what to do with your home and pets
while you are away.

e Pet Sitting

* Dog Walking

® Pet Taxi

* Home Watch/Security,

¢ Collect Mail and Newspapers
e Water Plants

¢ Insured and Bonded

925-254-3677 Office
925-368-8978 Cell

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
animal-house@comcast.net With a brother in Orinda and a sister in Lafayette, Bill and Hilary Hickman's Brittany spaniel Charlie can
have a family reunion anytime he wants.

Vote YES on Measure
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On November 7, 2006
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YES on Measure Q
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FIX DRINDA'S ROADS
Pt foe by [ P Cvindia'’s Finacs: Gommities, Blsabelh Jewel Tremeen, FPRC 21208418, B0 Boe 244 Orinda, G4 8486 whenwL. FixOrindaRoads.com




THE ORrRINDA NEWS = November 2006 = 3

THE ORINDA ASSOCIATION

A Message From the OA President

Re-invest in Orinda!

N o, we're not asking for that kind of
investment, we'relooking for citizens
who want to invest their time, talents,
energies, and passion to projectsand issues
affecting all Orindans today. The Orinda
Association (OA) board is asmall, hands-
on, active group of Orindans who want to
have animpact on current and futureissues
inOrinda. Wework on avariety of projects
including environmental, civic, and
philanthropic. As a board member, you
choose your area of interest in service; it
could be community information through
public forums, community unity with the
4th of July parade, helping our seniors and
youth through our volunteer programs,
involvement in disaster preparedness, or an
overall interest in keeping the OA astrong,
vital, important community organization
just as it has been since 1946, impacting,
forming, changing, and preserving the
current and future shape of Orinda

To demonstrate the kind of commitment
our board members show, half of our
current board members have been actively
serving for over eight years! So we're
looking for new board membersto join us,
to share with us your new ideas, energy,
and enthusiasm. Check out our new web-
site at www.orindaassociation.org to get an
ideaof therange of projectswe'reinvolved

Kate Wiley

The Orinda Association

The Orinda Association is a nonprofit
corporation dedicated to:

¢ Maintaining and improving the quality of
life in Orinda;

* Promoting awareness and discussion of
issues that are important to the community;

¢ Encouraging and recognizing volunteer
efforts to enhance the beauty, character, and
security of Orinda.
PO. Box 97
24 Orinda Way (Lower Level Library)
Orinda, California 94563
Phone: 254-0800 Fax: 254-8312
www.orindaassociation.org

OFFICERS
President Kate Wiley
Vice-President/Secretary Tony Ratner
Treasurer Jim Luini
Membership Mark Roberts
OPSAC Representative Bill Waterman
Co-Chairs July 4th Parade Lisa Alward
Cindy Powell
Grants Cathy Reaves

in. We meet the second Monday of each
month at 7:15 p.m. inthe May Room, lower
level of thelibrary. Your initial involvement
can be aslittle or asgreat asyou like. We
welcome your fresh ideas, energy, and
commitment. Contact ustoday at 254-0800
or e-mail oa@orindaassociation.org.

Classic Car Show Benefits OA

LLV HOGARTY
Eartha Newsong and Kate Wiley of the Orinda Association accept a check for $3,300 from Chip Herman,
representing early proceeds from the Classic Car show held at Orinda Motors. The check, plus additional
funds still coming in from the event, will benefit the OA and City of Orinda's Senior Ride Program.
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Invites you to attend
“Our 5" Year Birthday Party”

Open House Celebration
Come One, Come ALL'! @

Thursday, December 7, 2006 @
5:30 PM to 8:30 PM
We have music dancing, food, and bar.
Special Holiday Shopping Sale during the event! )
Spruce up your home for the holidays
or do your gift shopping.
Unusual Gifts for the season.

21 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563 ¢ 925-254-1113
Map & Directions: www.hiltonhousedesigns.com
10:00 -5:30 Monday - Saturday

Ovini. CA

Special gift items for this event. ©

GOOD LUCK J ,
MIRAMONTE!

amboni’s
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presenting
- Regular & Chicago style pizza
- Fresh, high quality ingredients
- Gourmet specialities
- Pizza by the slice at lunch
« Salads
- Fast, free, on time delivery for

lunch, dinner, parties and

special events

1 Camino Sobrante, Suite 4
254-2800

_— Open 7 days 11-10 p.m. Monday - Saturday
- 11-9 p.m. Sunday

LD L iaEED VR
STETF 1 S THERR.®
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" Residential Care Home in Orinda

O Licemic 80560117

¥ Trusted Elderly Care By Appointment Only
Luxurious Living in Orinda ~ (925) 253-8886
Frisndly & Loving Caregivers  Orinda, CA 94563

wrere Pt el o o H ot Cown
Privode Rooms #voilable Paomdl sl are Homesl yahon com
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SuttaDunaway

Interier & Architecoural Design

“HEa aps wai i Jlnidl phy Jaf hamc?®
Mew Construction - Remodels - Custom Kitchens

SuttaDunaway Ine,
1100 Morsga Way, Suine 206 Mofage. CA D5
[l BES-3TE- 056 Tax 925-376-7047
JulssuteEaarihlink rag
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EDITORIAL

Important Issues on
Ballot This November

his October marked the 15"
anniversary of the Oakland Hills
firestorm. For many, that tragic event still
seems like yesterday. The Orinda
community was the beneficiary of several
familieswho relocated to Orindawhen they
lost everything in that horrible fire. | still
remember evacuating and wondering if my
family would have a home when we
returned. Luckily, our home survived but
many of my friends were not as fortunate.
Thisinauspiciousanniversary makesthe
upcoming November election even more
significant with Measure Q, the bond
measureto fix Orinda’'s most traveled roads,
replace old water lines, and upgrade the
city’s most deficient fire hydrants, on the
ballot.

By the plethora of |ettersto the editor, it
isobviousthat local residentsfeel strongly
for and against this bond measure. In all
my yearsaseditor, and beforethat, assistant
editor of The Orinda News, | have never
received such an avalanche of opinions
from our readers. | would liketo thank them
for taking the time to put their words to
paper, and | hope you will read them.

Since this is a monthly community
newspaper and this November issue is the
only opportunity for residents to express
their thoughts, | have increased the size of
the paper to 32 pages and included all the
letters that arrived by the deadline.

The Orinda News, whichispublished by

the OrindaAssociation (OA), hasalso been
asked to endorse ayes vote on Measure Q.
While the OA, as a 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation, isallowed to support measures
but not candidates, | have always felt
strongly that papers should not endorse any
measures or advise voters on candidates
running for office. Who are we to tell you
how to vote?

That being said, | do know that Orinda's
roads are some of theworst in the area. In

arecent report on poor road quality by the
Metropolitan Transportation Commission,
Orindaranked number 100 out of 100 cities
in the region. Clearly, something must be
done. Theroadswill only get worse and cost
moreinthefuturetorepair. Evenif theroad
whereyou liveisnot onthelist for repairs,
the major thoroughfares you travel to get
to your home are slated for improvements.
Thesamecan besaid for firehydrants. The
one by your house may meet standards, but

if the one several blocks away is not, you
run therisk of afirein that neighborhood
engulfing your house as well. Should the
city have appropriated more of itsfundsin
the past to fix these problems? Regardless
of your answer, that is the past. The poor
roads and inadequate water pipes and fire
hydrants are areality now.

Is Measure Q the answer to these
problems? Only you can decide. Be sure
and vote on November 7.

Letters to the Editor

SOS Small Shops

When a second Starbucks arrived in
Orinda, | sighed for our local coffee shops.
But when | read a third may open in
Safeway and that Peet’ swas opening across
from Royal Grounds, | decided aletter was
in order. (Kudos to Caffé Teatro for
surviving thetribulations at Theatre Square
and making ago on the other side of town.)
We need abakery or lunch spot, not another
coffeehouse.

What we all love about Orinda is our
village ambiance, with Orinda Theatre on
one side and the library and community
center on the other; convivial restaurants,
Gepetto’s and Siam Orchid to name just
two; the Medicine Shoppe and McCaulous
- al placeswhere people know usby name.
Seifert’s Floral gave me free advice and
even a specialty item (available only to
florists) last month when | made a bouquet
for a friend’s wedding. | love asking the
women at Orinda Books what they are
reading this month.

Thepointisthat thiscozy and convenient
ensemble of shops and eateries is not
possible, if we encourage large chains (is
Wal-Marts next?) in Orinda, instead of
patronizing and encouraging our village
businesses. Small storesareclosingall over
the country. Maybe Orinda will resist the
trend. | hope so —if we do, we will be the

exception. If we want to retain the charm
we need to uphold our city codesand invest
our time, dollars and foot power.

— Cinda MacKinnon

BirdHaus a Great Event

Never in my 38 years of living in Orinda
have | had so much fun at a community
event as| did at Orindaldol. My hat's off
to al of thefinaliststhat participated and a
big thank you to Petra Michel and the
Orinda Arts Council for sponsoring and
organizing such a great event. | look
forward to the 2nd Annual Orindaldol next
year.

— MikeVigo

Orinda Arts Council Weekend

Congratulationsand many thanks are due
tothe OrindaArts Council for bringing two
outstanding events to our community in
mid-September.

The BirdHaus benefit auction and gala
was a smashing success with over 200
people attending and having a wonderful
time checking out dozens of creative
habitatsfor our winged friends. Artsin our
schools, as well as the Mt. Diablo chapter
of Habitat for Humanity, will be the
fortunate recipients of the funds raised.

At least 1000 people rotated in and out
of the Orinda Theatre viewing some or all
of the Orinda Idol contestants. The

whistles, whoops, and cheers supporting al
thefinalistsranging from kindergartnersto
high school students were a treat to hear.
It was atruly exciting event.

On behalf of all Orindans, | want to thank
the many volunteers from our community
who made these events so successful. Petra
Michel, Nancy Daniels, and Susan Garell
deserve special mention. We should all
hope that we see art celebrations like this
every year.

— Bill Judge
NO on Proposition 90, the
Taxpayer Trap!

There's a dangerous initiative on the
November ballot that's disguised as a
simple measureto protect our homes from
eminent domain. Themeasure also contains
(way in the back-in fine print) aclause that
saysthat if the state or aloca government
adopts any regulation that diminishes the
value of someone's property or business,
the government has to pay compensation
to the owner.

This would mean that if in response to
public concerns about traffic or other
impacts of aproposed devel opment thecity
were to reduce the density or require the
developer to construct an alternate access
road, the city would have to pay for the
developer's lost profits! If a business near
your homewas polluting with excess noise
or noxious fumes and the city passed an
ordinance restricting those activities, the

city would have to compensate the business
owner. Even development restrictions
approved by the voters would require
payment to developers!

If Prop. 90 passes, the public will no
longer have the right to a quality
environment. Developers and big business
will have the right to pollute and despoil
our communities unless we pay them not
to! Cities and counties will be forced to
choose between protecting their residents
and paying ruinous judgments to
developers.

The proponents say that the measure
would prevent government from taking
your house or small business and turning
the property over to a private developer to
build aWal-Mart. That may betrue but what
they don't mention is that this initiative
would also make it nearly impossible for a
community to stop a developer from
building a Wal-Mart next door to your
house!

| urge everyone to read this measure
carefully. The eminent domain protection
isjust aTrojan horsefor the real agenda of
gutting California's planning and
environmental laws. These laws have been
developed over nearly acentury to balance
the public interest and property rights and
to protect us from the negative impacts of
development and business activities. Please
vote no on Prop. 90.

— Fred Smith
[See LETTERS page 22]
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POLICE / CITY MANAGER

False Residential Alarms: Officers
responded to 53 false alarm calls
throughout the city.

Auto Burglary (theft from a locked
vehicle): 8 incidents in the areas of
Brookwood Rd., Valley Dr., Las Vegas
Rd., El Gavilan, Camino Sobrante,
Orchard Rd., and Bates Blvd.

Petty Theft From Vehicle (theft of
less than $400 value from an unlocked
vehicle): 4 incidents in the areas of
Brookwood Rd., Las Vegas Rd., El
Toyonal, and Bated Blvd.

All Other Petty Thefts: 3 incidents
in the areas of OrindaWay, El Gavilan,
and AcaciaDr.

Grand Theft From Vehicle (theft of
more than $400 val ue from an unlocked
vehicle): 3 incidents in the areas of El
Gavilan and LomaVista Dr.

All Other Grand Thefts: 1 incident
in the area of Bear Creek Rd.

VehicleTheft: Noreported incidents.

Residential Burglary: 7 incidentsin
theareas of GloriettaBlvd., Lost Valley
Dr., Bobolink Rd., Underhill Rd., Canon
Dr., and Donald Dr.

Commercial Burglary: Noreported
incidents.

Vandalism: 4 incidents in the areas
of Orinda Way, Moraga Way, Via Las
Cruces, and Don Gabriel Way.

Identity Theft: 4 incidents in the
areas of Robert Rd., Via Hermosa, Los
Conejos, and Rheem Blvd.

Credit Card Fraud/Forgery: No
reported incidents.

Special Notes: False Alarms - A
municipal ordinance requires that the

POLICE BLOTTER

Compiled by Haleh Williams-Cain,
Orinda Police Department

September 2006

City of Orinda bill alarm subscribers
with more than two false alarmsin any
90-day period, or eight in any 12-month
period, for the cost of apolice response.
Effective March 9, 2006, thefeefor each
excessive false alarm is $240. Orinda
Police respond to an average of over
2000 falsealarmseach year. Thismeans
that patrol officers spend valuable patrol
time responding to false alarm calls
instead of utilizing the time for other
police work. Additionally, officers
attempting to respond quickly increase
their chances of becoming involved in
traffic accidents, creating a hazard for
officers and citizens alike. Alarm
systems are a valuable asset to crime
detection and crime prevention. The
City of Orindaistrying to promote the
effective and proper use of alarm
systems. You can reduce the likelihood
of additional false alarms (and
associated fees) if you:

 Familiarize all residents’employees
with proper operation of the alarm
system;

e Have your alarm tested and
inspected by your alarm company on a
regular basis;

* In the event of an accidental
activation of your alarm, immediately
contact your alarm company. Thiswill
terminate any further action by the
police.

Through cooperative efforts, the city
can reduce the number of false alarms
and improve police services to the
citizens of Orinda.

City Manager Reflects on First Year

By JANET KEETER
Orinda City Manager

he past year has not only been a

whirlwind of activitiesand challenges,
but also an eye-opener for me—ayear that
has flown by with barely a glance
backwards. | was first attracted to this job
by the beauty and high standardsthat make
Orinda so unique. Orinda is a community
of caring citizens, willing to not only speak
their minds, but to alsoroll up their sleeves
and get involved in finding solutions to
problems.

The quote that comes to mind when |
reflect on this past year is from Margaret
Mead: “Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can change
the world; indeed, its the only thing that
ever has” This quote is indicative of the
citizenry of Orindaand what | have found
to be an amazing dedication by residents
to make this community the best that it can
be.

My introduction to Orinda's volunteer-
ism began on my first day, August 1, 2005
when | attended the monthly Mayor’'s
Liaison meeting. | wasintroduced to acadre
of 20 pluscommunity representativesfrom
local garden clubs, service clubs, school
officials, churches, and safety repre-
sentatives, to name afew. Soon thereafter |
became more acquainted with city
committees and commissions such as the
Orinda Public Safety Advisory
Commission (OPSAC), Infrastructure
Committee, Planning Commission and the
Parks and Recreation Commission.

What has become quite apparent to me
over the past year isthat the City of Orinda
cannot “goit alone” Theorganizationrelies
heavily on volunteers to supplement what
thislean staff can accomplish, whichinand
of itself is quite a bit.

[See CITY MANAGER page 6]

SALLY HOGARTY
City Manager Janet Keeter completes her first
year on the job.

A
MNEGOTIATION
AN ART

After you call the rest, call the best.
Make us your last call for tires.

e One Stop Tire and
Wheel Headquarter’s

e Wheel Alignments

e Competitive Tire
Prices

¢ Express Oil Change
17 Point Express
Service

e Complete Lubrication
Services

e “While You Wait”
Drive Through Service

e Shuttle Service

63 Orinda Way
Phone 925 254-8989

Approved
Auto Repair

@ ORINDA MOTORS

Express Oil Change

& Tire Center

¢ Certified Technicians

e Locally Owned and
Operated

¢ Reliable, Responsible
and Responsive

e Backed by the
Excellent Reputation
of Orinda Motors

e Conveniently located
within walking
distance of: 12
restaurants, 3 coffee
shops, Safeway, the
library, and park.

Open 6 Days a Week
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0 COLLEGE from page1

to about seven to which he'll apply. “The
biggest stress factor now is getting
everything together. My parents aren’t
putting as much pressure on me as some,
but they're definitely concerned.”

While Radoff acknowledges that he
wants to attend a good school, he hasn't
bought into the hype of college rankings.
“Theidea of agreat collegeis often based
on prestige. But there' smoreto it than that.
I want to find a school that can give me a
good education and prestige doesn’t
necessarily mean a school is the best
choice”

Radooff’s mother, Cindy Boyko, says
that it’s been hard to find the right balance
between caring and getting overly involved.
“1 used to think that there were only afew
great schools out there,” she says. “But as
Nick has been getting information from
schools, and we delve a little deeper into
what they have to offer, you find that there
arealot of good schoolsout therewith great
programs. It certainly takes a lot of the
pressure away.”

It'sthe very focus on the so-called brand
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name schools that is at the heart of
Thacker'scritique of the college admissions
process—and he'snot alone. Ironicaly, the
admissions frenzy today may have been
spawned in the mid-1980s when colleges
started seeing adeclinein admissions. After
a surge in students fueled by returning
veterans and the baby boom generation,
changing demographics foretold adrop in
college applicants.

Then, in 1983, USNews & World Report
published its first ranking of colleges and
universities. A perennial top-seller, the
magazine's annual edition of “America’s
Best Colleges,” measures data points
ranging from alumni giving to a college's
acceptance rate. The US News measures
became increasingly important to both
families of prospective students and the
collegesthemselves. A growing number of
critics, however, charge that the things US
News measures may reflect variables such
asaschool’s wealth or admissionsrate but
not the quality of learning.

Oneresult of the changing demographics
and the increased focus on rankings such
asthose done by Us News & World Report
is that colleges began marketing their
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programs more heavily. The actual number
of seats in college classrooms hasn’t
changed markedly, but the number of
applications has grown. The effect has
inflated some school’s selectivity measure
(i.e., produced a lower acceptance rate).
And this, Thacker says, has become a
vicious cycle with more and more students
applying to the same handful of colleges.

According to Barbara Aronson,
Miramonte's college and career center
advisor, over the past five years, 97 to 99
percent of the school's graduates have gone
on to college, with roughly 85 percent
attending four-year schoolsand 15 percent
heading to two-year programs. "Many
students apply to eight to 10 colleges plus
four or five UC campuses,” Aronson says.
As this year's seniors begin their college
search, Aronson urges studentsto first, and
foremost, consider who they are. "They
need to evaluate their strengths and
weaknesses and likes and dislikes as they
try to find agood fit."

Ariel Chin hasidentified 17 collegesthat
she's interested in and hopes to apply to
ten schoals. “1'm feeling stressed because
| feel like I’'m aways behind,” Chin says.
“l haven't narrowed down my list of
colleges yet, and | need to get that
information to my teachers and counselor
a month before the application deadlines
so they can write letters of recom-
mendation. With rolling admissions and

different deadlines, it's alot to keep track
of”

Chin hasgoneto visit several schoolsand
has found the campus visits to be helpful
in getting thefeel of aschool’satmosphere.
“| really likethebigger schoolswith strong
athletic programs and school spirit. I'm
looking at several Big 10 and Pac 10
schools, but | also like some of the smaller
liberal artsschools.” When visiting college
campuses, Chin recommendslooking at the
dorms, learning about student activities, and
trying to decideif thelocationisonewhere
you'll be happy.

In his book, Thacker provides a number
of suggestions for students, parents, and
college admissions officers that can make
college decision-making moreeffective. He
urges studentsto resist taking standardized
tests such as the SAT more than twice and
to apply to no morethan four to six schools.
Additionally, he reminds students to make
the most of their high school years by
remaining curious, spontaneous, and
alowing for some downtime. Thacker’'s
advice to parents includes allowing the
student to own the application process and
avoid living vicariously through your
student. The best words of wisdom might
be found in the section on parents’ advice
to others: “There is no such thing as ‘the
one perfect college’” and “What you
discovered is often better than what you
planned.”

0 CITY MANAGER from page 5

The city employs 36, full-time equivalent
staff and contracts with the Contra Costa
County Sheriff’s Department for police
services, bringing the total number of staff
to 50, full-time equivalent employees. The
staffing level has remained relatively the
same since the city incorporated in 1985.
This dedicated workforce serves 17,500
residents, 7,200 parcels, 92 milesof public
roads, 27 miles of public storm drains, and
does this all on an annual budget of $9.6
million. The city’s budget is comprised
primarily of revenues generated from
property taxes ($3,105,000), fees for
services such as parks and recreation
programs and planning and building
inspections ($3,022,110), and sales taxes
($932,000), with the remainder coming
from assorted mandates and grants. To put
revenues and expendituresinto perspective,
police services alone cost $3,245,000. The
city’s underlying rating of “AA," it's
healthy reserve in the event of unforeseen
and unbudgeted necessities, and modest
budget increases over the years were all
indicationsto meof aconservativefinancial
approach to running the city.

What did surprise mewasthe substantial
difference between Orinda's assessed value
vs. market value of homes and how that

equatesto city revenues. In astudy recently
completed by the city’s financial advisors,
Stone & Youngberg, the median Orinda
residence has an assessed value of
$458,427. The City of Orinda receives 7
percent of 1 percent of the assessed value,
equating to approximately $340 annually
for ahome assessed at $458,427.

The issues that have become my top
priorities over the past year, and will
continue to be top priorities until
accomplished, include infrastructure
improvements; enhanced communication
with the public; Pine Grove residential
development; developing theformer library
site for senior, affordable housing to meet
state-mandated requirements; and
downtown revitalization. In addition,
disaster preparedness, the Orinda Gateway
project, and siting a maintenance and
corporationyard areactive priorities. Some
would say that these are daunting
challenges, but in the spirit of optimism, |
see the priorities as opportunities to build
upon what is already a great community. |
am fortunate to work with such an
exceptionally talented staff and look
forward to great things happening in
Orinda’s future.

One of the questions | ask myself is,
“How long will it be before | am no longer
called ‘the new city manager?”
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Bontemps, Phillips, Sorenson, West Seek Seats on OUSD School Board

he five members of the Orinda Union School District (OUSD) board of trustees
are elected volunteers who set policy and make budget decisions for Orinda’'s
four elementary schools and one intermediate school.

Riki Sorenson and Pam West are running for re-election and Jack Bontemps and
Wayne Phillipsare seeking their first term on the school board. The editorial committee
of The Orinda News asked the four candidates the following questions:

1. Why are you running for a seat on the Orinda Union School District board of
trustees and what relevant experience do you bring?

2. What will be the biggest challenges facing the Orinda schools in the next four
years, and how would you suggest addressing these?

3. There's much in the news about high-stakes testing and the increasing pressure
on students. What are your thoughts on this subject?

4. If the sale of the former Pine Grove School site stays on track, the district will
receive $25 million. How should that money be used?

5. What do you foresee as the facilities needs of our schools within the next ten
years, and how would you suggest addressing these needs?

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Jack Bontemps

B Qualifications

| am running because | can think of no
better way to make a contribution to my
community than by supporting its greatest
assets—our schools. Asachemical engineer
for Chevron, | gained extensive experience
in fiscal management, strategic planning,
information technology, logistics, and
personnel matters. My service on Orinda
Rotary’sboard includesinitiating adistrict-
wide teacher recognition program, as well
as a Rotary/school partnership to develop
the Kids ‘n Kreeks science curriculum at
each Orinda school.

As president of the Orinda Parks and
Recreation Foundation, | led an OUSD task
force to develop along-range plan for the
Wagner Ranch NatureAreaand served also
onthedistrict’smaintenanceyard relocation
committee. For the past six years, | have
served on the Lawrence Hall of Science
advisory board working with staff to bring
hands-on science curricula to students
nationwide.

B Biggest Challenges

Our school district needs to continue to
implement the strategic plan emphasizing
math, literacy, science, and technology.
Success will depend on the involvement of
al community stakeholders in achieving
annual objectives — parents, students,
teachers, and district administration.

A large challenge coming up will be
updating the district'smaster facilities plan
and reviewing future needs, including
identifying major replacements to 50-60
year old buildings. Teacher methods have
evolved over past decades, demanding
facilities that support modern techniques.

Several district projects need to be
completed:

a The final Pulte purchase and building
agreements of the Pine Grove site.

b. The corporation maintenance yard will
be relocated on a new site, to be
determined by relative economics of
identified choices.

c. A replacement for the existing OUSD
officewill bebuilt onthe Pine Grovesite.
It will be important to continue to

strengthen OUSD communicationswith our

community, especially concerning educa-
tiona strategies and measured successes.

Wewill continually express appreciation of

community financial support and enormous

volunteerism at al schools.

B High Stakes Testing

OUSD has established education
strategiestoimprovelearning processesand
student skills. Curriculum, teaching
methods, teacher hiring and development,
technology, incorporation of music and
visual arts along with core subjects are al
addressed in annual objectives. These
efforts coupled with parent support and
hundreds of volunteersin school activities
have yielded increased improvement in
student education. It is worthwhile to
occasionally measure student skill
development over time. Such measuresare
good indicators of successin our education
process. OUSD does not “teach the tests.”
Focus is on student learning. Not only do
recent academic performance index (API)
test scores place Orinda's elementary
schools highest in California, but equally
important is that scores have been
improving — one measure that the process
isworking.

B Pine Grove Funds

An endowment fund should be
established, which conservatively, should
yield about $1.5 million annually. This
revenue stream can be applied to identified
specific projects and equipment needs,
relieving the district’s general fund.
Expenses covered by endowment earnings
can be directed to major maintenance
equipment, facility infrastructure,
technology, preventive maintenance, and
more, easing the pressure on tax payersand
contributors.

B Future Facility Needs

As mentioned above, OUSD school
facilities are 50-60 years old, and in some
ways, inadequate to fully support teachers
and today’s teaching methods. Renewed
facilities will include modern libraries of
digital media and access — elementary
searches for information beyond school
walls, technology infrastructure, pre-
sentation media replacing “black” and
“white” boards, visual presentations of the
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graphics behind mathematics and science,
proven student software aids for personal
agendas, capturing thoughts, writing
essays, and presenting summariesto others.
Remodeled and new classrooms need to be
well lighted, encourage group interaction,
comfortable and energy efficient.

During the next several years, thedistrict
master facilities plan will be updated
reviewing future needs. Architectural
reviews will be needed to identify
improvements; some major repairs, others
replacements. Revenue sources may

include additiona statefundsfor classroom
“modernizations.” Ultimately, schoolswill
need major funds from sources such as
community supported bonds.

SALLY HOGARTY

Wayne Phillips

B Qualifications

Good schools increase the value of my
property here in Orinda. Paying attention
to business and trying to improve my own
bottom line is why I'm offering my
experience and skills. One of the benefits
that | get (for living in an area with really
good schools ) is having really good

Kelly Hood, MD

is pleased to announce the opening of
her new office in Lafayette.

Dr. Hood bhas 16 years experience in
general dermatology and dermatologic
surgery both adult and pediatric. Special
interests include: skin cancer, acne, Botox
and Restylane cosmetics.

970 Dewing Suite 301
Lafayette, CA
925-283-5500

neighbors. Another is that as the realy
good studentsgrow up, they’ Il also become
really good neighbors.

Asaformer English, Spanish, and French
teacher (and student), as a scientist and
retailer, asatheatergoer, musician, and art
appreciator, my eye sees a very broad
swathe of thecommunity. My educational
background (MBA, in particular) should be
very appropriate.

| bring professional business experience
to apply to the real problems that face any
organization, but especialy one as large,
as expensive, and as complex to run as a
school district. | want to ensure that sound
business practices continueinthedistrict’s
affairs.

B Biggest Challenges

Orindawill have afew more studentsand
higher home costs. Ensuring that we don’t
end up importing teachers, because they
can't afford local homecosts, istheonearea

[See PHILLIPS page 8]
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0 PHILLIPSfrom page 7

that | think needsamental shift on the part
of the trustees. | intend to recruit within
the community, both for applicants and for
affordable housing to share with new
teachers that might not otherwise want (or
beable) toteach here. We have ahugely
educated “civilian” population that has
been tapped only if, and because, they are
parents and not because of their skills and
educational background. | will be
constantly listening for needs that may be
met within the community, and | intend to
take a strong role in making sure that
happens.

B High Stakes Testing

Students have alwaysfelt pressured, and
thesetimesarenodifferent. Theonly way
to consistently measure high standards is
through testing. Orindaneed not be afraid
of testing - no matter how high the stakes,
but in reality, the stakes are no higher here
than anywhere!

B Pine Grove Funds

I’d like to say that the district needs to
involve studentsin research, research, and
more research. Not just “technology/
computers’ (which, by theway, is presently
being used only at a very low level in the
district) but chemistry, biology, and
sociology. It would pay huge dividendsto

ORINDA CLEANERS

First Class Quality Cleaning
with Fair Prices
EXPERT ALTERATIONS
37 Moraga Way e Orinda, CA 94563

7-6 Phone:
MON-FRI

8:30-4
254-5155  SAT

start integrating (and implementing) home
technology with school technology to
improve communication among teachers,
students, staff, parents, students, and the
community for matters like school work,
grades, and test scores.

Unfortunately, funds from the sale of
Pine Grove will probably be restricted to
very narrow, specific uses - rebuilding or
upkeep of existing schools, paying off
existing mortgages. In short, a fund that
may only be used for buildings and
grounds. It may depend on how the Pine
Grove property wasoriginally acquired and
any agreements made at that time.

B Future Facility Needs

Standard wear and tear, that the present
staff already knows how to deal with, may
cost even more than $25 million per schooal.

The Pine Grove $25 million may well go
here.

SALLY HOGARTY

B Qualifications

| have three children attending schools
in the Orinda Union School District
(OUSD), and have been actively involved
as a volunteer since my oldest was in
kindergarten; heisnow a 7" grader. | have
served on the school board since 2002 and
have developed a thorough understanding
of this exceptional school district. Though
many districts have struggled through lean
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years of state revenue, OUSD, with the
financial support of Orindans, has excelled
and improved through an intense strategic
effort. | have been actively engaged in this
strategic effort and hope to continue aswe
confront future challenges. My training is
in engineering and education, so | bring a
scientific and technical perspective to the
board; asaformer teacher, | am empathetic
to the demands we place upon our talented
faculty.

B Biggest Challenges

Our first challengeisto completethe sale
of the Pine Grove property and find ahome
for the city/school district corporation
yards. We can only accomplish both with
the active support and cooperation of the
city council. We hope to have it!

OUSD relies heavily upon volunteer
dollarsfrom our funding partners: EFO and
parentsclubs. Their work isexhausting, but
vital, to OUSD’s ahility to provide awell-
rounded education that includesart, music,
library, and computers. We must work
collaboratively to ensure we maximize the
use of these precious dollars.

Academically, OUSD has achieved the
pinnacle of success, being recently
identified as the highest scoring (API)
elementary district in California. That does
not mean it cannot improve... not by
working harder, but by working smarter.
For example, the district’s emphasis in
language arts has empowered faculty to re-
think how they teach writing. Teachers are
energized asthey find better waysto reach
kids.

B High Stakes Testing

In elementary and intermediate school,
the pressure of testing should not be on
students, but on teachers and admin-
istrators. When our kids excel on these
assessments, it is because teachers have
worked diligently and innovatively to teach
therigorous state standards. Asaboard, the
data we obtain from the testing provide us
with critical information that allows us to
better focus our resources in strategically
improving instruction. When a teacher’s
students do not excel in a particular area,
the administration identifies support
remedies to help that teacher. For the
teachers, thereis pressure, but thereis also
validation when studentsdo well. Thisyear,
with the state’s highest API, our teachers
and administrators can point to the result
and say “We Did That!” | am thrilled for
them because they earned it!

B Pine Grove Funds

Itisunfortunatethat the Pine Grove sales
process has dragged on for so long, as the
school district haslost millionsin potential
interest dueto delays. | feel the Pine Grove
money should be carefully invested in an
interest-bearing fund, with only theinterest
directed toward district expenses. In fact,
the state requires that the principal could
only be spent on facilities. By preserving
the principal, revenue generated can be
applied to the district’s on-going
operational expenses in perpetuity.

A sound strategy for the use of interest
earned from the principal could include not
only investment in facility improvements,
but short-term academic support programs,

or technology. Given the globalization of
our world and the omnipresence of
computers, we must prepare our kids for
this radically evolving world. The money
should not be invested in staff
compensation.

B Future Facility Needs

OUSD facilities symbolize the grossly
inadequate state funding given to schools.
Cdlifornia invests billions in new prisons
every year, but barely subsidizesits school
facilities. District staff work very hard to
keep facilities clean and safe, and despite a
shoe-string budget, they do remarkably
well.

In a perfect world we could scrap our
school sites and build modern, efficient,
safe, state-of-the-art buildings. Given the
reality that state funding will never
underwrite such an endeavor, we should at
least provide our schools with information
technology centers (combined library and
computer), and updated multi-purpose
facilities (Del Rey and Sleepy Hollow).
Once the District Master Facilities Plan is
revised, the district must consider all
income sources, including Pine Grove
money, to fund identified improvements.

.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

B Qualifications

Since 1982, my four children have
attended public schoolsin Orinda. During
this time, | have served on parent club
boards, on the district’s strategic planning
committee, and am now on the board of
trustees for the Orinda Union School
District.

| am seeking re-election because of my
appreciation of the job, experience, and
commitment to several long-term projects.

During my tenure, OUSD has made
significant stridesin delivering excellence
in education to the children of Orindausing
its strategic plan, maintaining a highly
qualified teaching staff with ahigh level of
employee satisfaction, sustaining a long-
term planning commitment, and carefully
budgeting scarce resources. Using my
MBA background, | have operated my own
businesses for the past 26 years. Thislevel
of experience has helped me to make
prudent decisionsabout suchissuesasfiscal
management, long-term planning,
employee and public relations, and site
development and construction.

B Biggest Challenges

The Orinda Union School District is
[See WEST page 9]
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number one in Californiawith the highest
Academic Performance Index rating.
However, success does not mean that we
can become complacent. Excellence is an
ongoing challenge requiring constant
maintenance and improvement.

I will continue to ensure the
implementation and assessment of our
strategic plan, the cornerstone of our
success. Eachyear thestrategic plan, along
with several other district priorities, is
evaluated. Achievementsand opportunities
for improvement are highlighted using the
famousBaldrigecriteria, and then goalsare
established for the coming years.

Maintaining our status as number one
with limited resources and declining
enrollment will be a definite challenge in
the coming years. This community has
always been a tremendous help to the
district through its volunteer and funding
efforts. | intend to nurture this vitally
important partnership by fostering the trust
this community deserves. The Orinda
Union School District will continueto bea
district we can al be proud of.

B High Stakes Testing

| have had children in the Orindaschools
for the past 24 years. During that time,
tremendous changes have taken place in
both the social and academic arenas of
children and young adults. They face a
more competitive, stressful environment
today than they ever havein the past. | will
ensure that your children attend a school
where learning is a priority, yet each
individual childisimportant. | believethat
children deserve not only the best education
possible, but individual attention and
nurturing.

The district’s goal cannot be to teach to
the test, but to teach to the child. Through
differentiation, excellent teachers with
extended support, and a highly rated

curriculum, we can address the academic
needs of al children. Each child should
be able to achieve his or her individual
academic best.

B Pine Grove Funds

The $25 million realized from the sale
of the Pine Grove siteisan endowment that
will produce sustainable income for the
district. Although the initial proceeds
cannot be used for general fund expenses,
therevenue generated from the endowment
can.

This revenue must be judiciously
apportioned in a carefully determined
manner. Part of the OUSD 2006-07
strategic plan calls for the district to
establish a Pine Grove revenue committee
that will be comprised of community
members, parents, teachers, administration,
and board members. This group will make
recommendations to the board about how
the Pine Grovefundswill beused. Careful,
long-term planning will ensure that these
valuable dollars will not be squandered
away within afew years.

B Future Facility Needs

During the past severa yearsthe Orinda
Union School District hasbeen completing
the “modernization” of our schools based
ontheMaster Facility Plan (MFP) that was
approved in June 2000. That project is
nearly completed and it is time to address
our current needs.

| have advocated for analysis of the
condition our schools, and the district is
now in the process of updating its overal
MFP. | am committed to ensuring that our
schools are well equipped, safe and
functional, as well as to improving our
technological capabilities as part of our
strategic plan in the future. If called upon,
I am willing to campaign hard to get the
needed majority approval to pass a bond
measure.

Orindans Join the Peace Corps

i nil irml Eia |

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Shana Valla (center) with other language teachers at a school in the Ukrainian town of Crimea.

® No heat, no AC, no hot
water, bad food, and the
experience of a lifetime

By Heidi Donner
Contributing Writer

M ost Orinda kids have it figured out
pretty well —go to agood high school
(Miramonte), work hard, go to a good
college, graduate, get agood job or maybe
go to graduate school to get an even better
job. But afew break away from that mold
as they graduate from college and take on
a very different challenge. Some serve in
the military to protect our country. Some
go into the Peace Corps to represent our
country by making adifferencein people's

lives, often onelife at atime.
Shana Valla and Greg Mandelman are
[See CORPS page 20]
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every oneof themto provide theknowledge
and tools they will need as they continue
on as learners and, eventually, take their
place as the leaders of tomorrow. Our
students today will be working with
technology tomorrow that doesn’'t even
exist yet, and finding answers to questions

Mozart is waiting for you!

Pacific Chamber Symphony performs
Eine kleine nachtmusik, 3 German
Dances, Symphbony #41“Jupiter”
Sat. Nov. 11, 8:00 pm
Call Civic Arts Tickets (925) 931-3444
Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church
$25 adult, $20 senior, $10 students, $5 youth
Mention this ad and receive
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one or more adult tickets.
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“Electrifying performances” SF Chronicle

estate needs.

Are you considering
buying or selling your
home? Do you want to
know what your home
isworth in the current
market? Are you won-
dering what is happen-
ing to home pricesin
the area? Give me
acall about your real

that we haven’t even begun to ask.”

Brunetti says that, while his staff is
justifiably proud of their students’
performance, he hopes that the entire
Orinda community shares in their pride.
“Much of what we'redoing today isadirect
result of the investment the Orinda
community has made in our schools
through their support of the parcel tax,
which has allowed usto hire and retain the
best teachers, and their continuing support
of Parents' Clubs and the Educational
Foundation of Orinda. In addition to
improved teacher compensation and
smaller class sizes, these funds provide
classes such as art, music, physical
education, and computers, aswell aslibrary
services and elective courses at OIS.

“Without local support, our schools
would be nothing more than 30 kids in a
classroom with one teacher and no
programs that broaden and enrich a
student’s education,” says Brunetti.
“Cutbacksin state funding have eliminated
many of the enrichment programsthat were
commonplace in the 1970s when
California’s schools were the envy of the
nation. Fortunately for us, Orinda has
worked to maintain the quality and richness
of its programs and our students are
showing that thisinvestment is paying off,”
says Brunetti.

TheAPI isthe cornerstone of the state's
schools accountability initiative. The API
scores are based on student test results on

Leila Schlein
925-899-7927

51 Moraga Way, Orinda
Leila.Schlein@PruRealty.com
www.LeilaSchlein.com

#> Prudential

California Realty

the STAR (Standardized Testing and
Reporting), an academic standards-based
test, and the nationally norm-referenced
CAT/6test. The STAR test aimsto measure
students’ mastery of specific academic
standards in core subject areas. API scores
range from 200 to 1000 points; Orinda's
score of 962 represents a 14 point increase
over the previous year.

Standardized testing has garnered much
media attention since the passage of the
federal No Child Left Behind legislation
in 2001. The federa legislation came two
years after the state enacted its own
California Public Schools Accountability
Act, which identified more rigorous
academic standards and set agoal of having
all students proficient at meeting these
standards. “ The academic standardswe're
working with define very clearly what
students need to learn. The standards are
integrated and connected throughout the
curriculum and reinforced so that student
learning isof ahigh quality and solid,” says
Brunetti. “The move to standards-based
instruction has enabled teachers to better
focustheir efforts, collaborate, and build a
program of very effectivelearning, whereas
before the introduction of standards,
teachers worked as independent
practitioners teaching what they thought
was important. They may have been good
teachers, but you saw big gaps in student
learning.”

According to Brunetti, Orinda’'s API
results show that over 90 percent of the
district’s students are proficient or above
at mastering the standards. “There are
schoolsin Contra Costa County where the
proficiency rate is between 30 and 40
percent and that's just not acceptable,” he
says. “We're fortunate in Orinda to have
excellent, dedicated teachers, principals,
support staff, and administrators all
working together to provide outstanding
learning opportunitiesfor students. Wejust
keep working to improve the level of
learning for all students and provide
opportunities to expand their learning.”

0 BOND from page 1

common pot now,” Vaughn said. He also
said that new city offices were not needed,
and should be put up for sale or lease to
pay for infrastructure repairs. “If we go
through that amount (saved through city
and fire district cut-backs), then | would
be in favor of abond,” Vaughn said.

Based on the infrastructure committee’s
recommendations, if the measure does pass,
the city will contribute an additional
$500,000 per year for the next five years
from it's reserves and East Bay MUD and
thefiredistrict will contribute $3.4 million
to replaceinadequate pipes under theroads
that are to be repaired.

Whilethe Orindacitizens' infrastructure
committee estimated that fixing al of the
roads, drainage systems, and water pipes
in need of repair would cost $143 million,
aprofessionally conducted poll showed that
going for the whole amount would mean
death at the ballot box.

“That's how we arrived at that ($59.1
million) number,” said Alex Evans,
president of Evans/McDonough Co., a
marketing and research company that had
nothing to do with the poll. While
acknowledging that Measure Q funds will
not be sufficient to repair al of Orinda's
roads, the city council has placed priority
on the most heavily traveled roads (i.e.,
those with 500 car trips per day or more).
The council also moved to set aside $3
million from Measure Q, should it pass, to
improve pedestrian and bike access near
schools.

In the coming days, Orinda voters are
bound to see more signs and information
tables throughout town, a supporting
campaign paid for by residents of Orinda
who have been “very generous,” Evanssaid.
Haigh is adamant. “If we don't fix it,” he
said, “It won't get done.”

For more information on the bond
measure, go to www.fixorindaroads.com or
the city website at www.ci.orinda.ca.us.

BOB JUNGBLUTH

FOR ORINDA CITY CounciL

This election is about more than issues, ['s
about asking why volers were nol given an
apportunity o suppaort funding a new city
hall? It's about asking why the old hbrary
wirs nod retrofited o support city offices?
It's about asking why we have nol atiracted
ANy new business o dowatown? And,
mosily, it's about asking why our
infrastructure has been neglecied fior 200

plus years?

This election is about leadership, focos

and commitmeni!

As the founder of a marketing and public
relations consulting practice, | have had the
oppornity 1o work with many elected
afficials and governing kodies, This
experience has given me an understanding
of how to work with the peeple in this
field. It has helped me 1o develop the
leadership skills necessary to focus a
diverse |||'g.;|1lui.-':jl;i|,'||| toward :1|.'|'|i|."'+'i||'|g a
goal, It has made me appreciate the
importance of reaching agreement when
pricntizing a group's oectives. [t has also
instilled a commitment to fiscal
responsibiliny and o budget.
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BETWEEN THE LINES / FISH

t may have been excessive exposure to

Swallows and Amazons at an early age,
followed up when | was a teenager with
liberal doses of Daphne DuMaurier — and
Georgette Heyer saw me through young
motherhood — but whatever thecause, I'm
hooked on English novels. My addiction
has done odd things to my vocabulary
(don't hand me the wrench, | want the
spanner) but it has given me endless hours
of pleasure. Many local readersagree. This
fall, aBritishinvasion at OrindaBookswas
greeted enthusiastically at two author
appearances when Philippa Gregory and
Jacqueline Winspear, both very good
British writers, discussed their books.
Although Gregory was born in South
Africaand Winspear relocated to the States
in 1990, their fiction is thoroughly rooted
in the British I1sles — Winspear's in the
years immediately following the First
World War while Gregory’s most popular
books have been her Tudor novels.

To my delight, in mid-October a new
novel by Kate Atkinson, One Good Turn,
arrived at Orinda Books. Atkinson may be
my current favoriteliving British author —
one who has never disappointed me. Each
of her five novels and her one short story
collection has had what | consider the
attributes that spell reading pleasure:
identifiable characters (at least someone
who provides you, the reader, with a way
into the story); a lively story line; a fine
use of language; agenerous dash of humor;
and, perhaps most importantly, a depth of
feeling that | find moving.

And | am not alone! One Good Turn is
the October Booksense#1 Pick — selected
each month by independent booksellers
throughout the country and New York Times
reviewer, Janet Madlin, recommended it on
“Good Morning America,” agreeing with
those indy booksellers from Vermont to
Cadlifornia

In One Good Turn, Atkinson brings back
Jackson Brodie, her protagonist from Case
Histories (2004), a character who was
obviously too good to set aside after one
novel. Brodie is a former soldier, a
policeman turned private investigator, and,
in One Good Turn, rather restlessly retired.
He is a bemused spectator when a thug,
apparently compelled by road rage, attacks
an unsuspecting driver and is felled by a

Between the Lines

Hooked on English Novels

Marian Nielsen, Orinda Books

laptop computer thrown by aMilquetoasty
detective-story writer. All this, with the
Edinburgh Festival in the background, is
only the beginning of Brodie’s new
adventure.

Intricate plotting is a hallmark of
Atkinson’s novels. She won the Britain's
Whitbread Award for the Best Book of the
Year in 1995 for Behind the Scenes at the
Museum, a many layered account of an
ordinary family’s life written with
extraordinary passion. Shefollowed that up
with Human Croquet, where touches of
Wonderland aswell asMoby Dick (thefirst
lineis“Call me Isabel”) decorate afamily
sagathat is part mystery and part fairy tale.
Emotionally Weird came next — Atkinson
used her own college, Dundee University,
as the setting, enrolling as students some
wildly funny characters—talk about tartan
noir! Touches of magic and fantasy
enlivened these three novels, aswell as her
short story collection, Not the End of the
World, where metamorphoses straight out
of Ovid dance in and out of everyday life.

Atkinson was an only child who found
her playmates in books and was raised on
thegrimmest of fairy talesfollowed by Alice
in Wonderland, which may explain a taste
for the bizarre that nudges its way into all
of her fiction. She says that writing books
is the best adult playground in the world,
as there are no barriersto creativity — it's
a world over which the author has total
contral.

Critics have correctly applied wordslike
“offbeat,” “playful,” and “poignant” to her
work. Jacqueline Carey, in 22004 New York
Times review of Case Histories said, “Her
humor — and sheisavery funny writer —
is the sort that comes from being able to
see the way happiness and sadness can
emerge from the same situation. Her reach
iscertainly long enough to touch cruelty and
grief, but it also extends far in the opposite
direction — all the way to joy.”

We're entering the gift-giving season and
certainly Kate Atkinson’s new novel, One
Good Turn ought to top many wish lists. It
will titillate crimenovel aficionadosaswell
as readers of “literary fiction,” and of
course, those anglophiliac readers like me
who would love to gobble up almost
everything that those talented Brits have to
offer.

0 Aoard’s Dce Cream
5 and Candy L

230 Brookwood Road
Orinda
254-3434

Your Hometown Ice Cream and Candy Store.

Try Our Ice Cream Cakes and Pies
The Largest Selection of Candy and
Ice Cream in the Lamorinda Area
If we don’t have it, we will try to find it.
Also offering catering!

Shop locally and support your community!

Rheem Shopping Center, Moraga

560 Center Street

5376-3431

e

DIANE HURST

The Mayor of Village Square, as Fish was often called, passed away in

September. Frequent shoppers at Village Square will remember the community cat
as he strolled from shop to shop, taking comfort at Orinda Books. Fish adopted Village
Square as his home after the 1991 Oakland Hills fire. Injured in the fire, but still able
to find his way over the hills, Fish was a local hero of sorts, even inspiring a line of
note cards by local photographer Diane Hurst. People wishing to make a donation in
Fish's memory can send a check to the Contra Costa Humane Society, 609 Gregory
Lane, Suite 140, Pleasant Hill, CA94523. Donations can also be left at Orinda Books.

A

MATTHEWS

APRII

THE ART OF
REAL ESTATE

VLSRN PR 24T CELL SER-200-0T T
APRILMATIIFACBELL MET
DinearHoOMELAMOLINDA, COM

CASA ORINDA

RESTAUIRANT

Dinner served nightly from 4 pm

925.254.2981 = 20 Bryant Way = Orinda, CA 94563
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OUT AND ABOUT / JUNIOR LEAGUE

Out
and

A bO’LLt Pat Rudebusch

hapsit'sthe election season. A recent
fundraising appeal captured my
attention more than usual. It was from
Project Second Chance, an organization
associated with the Contra Costa County
Library system that helps adults improve
their reading, writing, and spelling skills.
Since 1984, volunteers with the organiza-
tion have hel ped over 4,000 people gain the
confidence and independence that is
attained through literacy. Two hundred
people this year alone benefited from
Project Second Chance.

The letter from Susan Lynn, Project
Second Chance's director, chronicled alist
of accomplishmentsof thegroup'sstudents:
31 individuals read their first book, 20
learned to write checksto pay bills, 16 can
now follow written medical directions, 11
people passed the written driver's license
test al thanks to Project Second Chance.
And then, right there at the end of the list
of accomplishments was the startling fact
that six of the group's studentswere ableto
vote for thefirst time.

If you'rereading thiscolumn, chancesare
good that you never gave literacy a second
thought. We take our ability to read for
granted. Unfortunately, many Americans
take their right to vote for granted, aswell.
But for some living right here in Contra
Costa County, illiteracy stands between

them and the most fundamental of
American freedoms: the right to vote.

Project Second Chance is sustained
through donations and volunteer tutors.
Last month, Ron Shoop from Random
House returned to the Orinda Library to
share his book recommendations for book
clubs and holiday gift giving. The annual
event, co-sponsored by TheFriendsof the
Orinda Library and Orinda Books,
benefited Project Second Chance.

Shoop'srecommendations, which areall
available at Orinda Books, included Never
HaveYour Dog Stuffed by AlanAlda; Rules
for Old Men Waiting by Peter Pouncey;
Pomegranate Soup by Marsha Mahran; A
Sudden Country by Karen Fischer; Sky
Burial, by Xinran; Lost in the Forest by Sue
Miller; Can't Wait to Get to Heaven by
Fannie Flagg; Lovein the Present Tense by
Katherine Ryan Hyde; and The Glass Books
of the Dream Eaters by Gordon Dahlquist.

If you're looking for a gift this holiday
season, consider the gift of agood read and
a contribution to Project Second Chance.
Literacy is too important to be taken for
granted; so istheright to vote.

For moreinformation on Project Second
Chance visit the website at
www.ccclib.org/psc/psc.html or call 925-
927-3250. And if you don't know where to
vote, go to www.cocovote/us.

Local Family Makes Special Hospice Facility
A Reality for Patients Needing Acute Care

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

I nnumerous national surveys, 85 percent
of Americans said they wanted to die at
home surrounded by family, friends, pets,
and familiar routines. Hospi ces throughout
the area meet this wish by providing
compassionate, comprehensive care at
either the patient's own home, a skilled
nursing, or assisted living facility.
However, some patients experience
periods of acute symptoms that cannot be
accommodated at home. Hospitalization
wastheonly aternative until alocal family
lent its support for a hospice inpatient
facility. George and Sue Bruns were the

primary benefactors of the new facility
named in memory of their son George H.
Bruns, 111. The couple are also major
contributors to California Shakespeare
Theater where the group's performance
venueis also named for their son.

Located in Alamo, the Bruns House is
operated by Hospice and Palliative Care of
Contra Costa and features six private
bedrooms, an open kitchenand living areas,
and lovely gardens. Services are designed
to help patients enjoy the privacy and quiet
that cannot be achieved in ahospital while
they benefit from theintensive, around-the-
clock carethat cannot be provided at home.
For moreinformation, call (925) 887-5678
or go online to www.hospicecc.org.

" The Sabbath Has Kept the Jews"
by San Francisco artist Beth Grossman.

Opening Weekend Events:
Sunday, Nov. 5, 2 - 4:30 p.m.

Chagall'sinfluence" 2 p.m.
Reception: 3 - 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 4 -
Hearst Ave Gallevy at Saint Mary's College

announces two new exhibitions

" Talmud and theArt of Marc Chagall and Ben Zion"
Twenty-four original color lithographs by Chagall and
eighteen original intaglio etchings by Ben Zion.

Installation with hand painted tablecloth and scul pture

Artist'sTalk: "Beth Grossman's Tabernacle and

$5 event donation (includes admission to exhibitions), Gallery members & children free
Exhibitions open to the public: Wed - Sun, 11 am. - 4:30 p.m.
$2 adult donation for exhibit; children free, parking free

Hearst Art Gallery website: http://gallery.stmarys-ca.edu * (925) 631-4379

Dec. 17

",-4

- -

The Sabbath Has Kept the Jews detail

Junior League’s “Artful Living
Tour” Features Orinda Homes

By DANA YOUNG

Contributing Writer

ave you ever wanted to sneak a peek

inside someone else'shome? Chances
are, if you went ahead and snuck into their
home, you'd be arrested.

Thisyear, the Junior L eague of Oakland-
East Bay, Inc. (JLOEB) is giving people
the opportunity to catch more than a
glimpse into some of the East Bay’s most
distinctive and architecturally interesting
homes. And, not only is it legal, but it
benefits JLOEB's charitable endeavors.

The third annual “Artful Living Home
Tour” will openthedoorsof fiveincredible
Orindaresidences. Called the “gem of the
East Bay,” Orinda not only offers a
convenient place to live, but its charming
neighborhoods and top-ranked schools
make it afantastic placeto live.

The tour is unique and educational —
focusing on integral perspectives of
architectural style, landscape design,
interior design, and furnishings.

Most important, the ticket is worth the
price of admission as it gives people the
thrill of exploring some of the most
beautiful and interesting homesin the area
while supporting the League's continued
efforts on behalf of children. All proceeds
fromthe“Artful Living Home Tour” benefit
children at risk.

Prior to unveiling the uniquely-designed
homes, the JLOEB will host akick-off party
on Thursday, November 2, from 6:30 — 9

FAMILY IS WHY
YOU DO IT ALL.
WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.™

We all feel the same commitment
to care for our families. As your
good neighbor agents, we can help you meet
your insurance needs.
Call us today.
Kathleen Conroy, Agent
CA lic.# 0729571
23 Orinda Way, Suite 304
Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-254-3344

'.?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®
kathleen.conroy.b475@statefarm.com
statefarm.com®
State Farm Inurance Companies
Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois

P02641 P02641

I'he ikl & Hawken Biostach
ind Meorsersen Earth SMaching
1re miowy available at hali

repular retail pri
Order today!

906- 1806

Hume Compost
Busy Peup

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
This beautiful fountain leads visitors to one of
the five gorgeous Orinda homes on display during
the home tour.

p.m. at Orchard Nursery in Lafayette. The
“Artful Living Home Tour” takes place
Nov. 3and 4 from 10am. to 4 p.m. Tickets
are $35 per person in advance and $40 on
the days of the event. Participants will
check in at Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 433 Moraga Way, in Orinda.

For more information, call (925) 284-
3740 or go onlineto www.jloeb.org. Tickets
can also be purchased at the Hen House,
20 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette, (925) 962-
1776.

SZECHWAN
RESTAURANT

CHINESE CUISINE
SZECHWAN - MANDARIN
LUNCH / DINNER / ORDERS TO GO

10% DISCOUNT ON

TAKE-OUT ORDERS
(Lunch Special Excluded)

Quality Food and Service
Serving Orinda Since 1980
Tues.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Sun. 4:00 - 9:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays

Tel 925 254-2020  Fax 925 254-4098
\ 79 Orinda Way e Orinda /

Blosback
Available by mail-
order only. Shipping
Cost Included!

=y /

Earth
Mdachine

www.wastediversion.org
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KICKATHON / BLAKE SPAHR

Thank you to our former and current i
Orinda City Council members and their ]
Jfamilies for years of bard work and
dedicated public service in the 21 years
since incorporation.

Dick Heggie Gregg Wheatland

Bobbie Landers Sarge Littlehale

Aldo Guidotti Allan Tabor

Bill Dabel Amy Worth

Joe Harb Bill Judge

Linda Knebel Steve Glazer IF;aL.I(;a Abl rSarIn S}_\M A : -
Joyce Hawkins Victoria Smith esidential Sales Assoclate
Orinda Office, Coldwell Banker Real Estate %ﬂ#ﬁ

www.lauraabrams.com laura@lauraabrams.com

). 7Y
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT ORINDA!
OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 18TH
Saturdays, 9 am - 1 pm

Avenida de Orinda, Orinda Village
(925) 431-8361 www.cccfm.org

- Complete Auto Care -
Scheduled Maintenance - Air
Conditioning - Brakes and Suspension -
Electrical Repairs - Warranty Repair -
Smog Inspection - Wheel Alignments -
Senior Discount - Free shuttle service -
Walking distance from BART

Celebrating Over 6 Years in Business

Thank You Orinda!

Kathy Mitchell Owners Joey O’Brien
925 254-1486 © fax 925 254-8375

9 Orinda Way

e-mail orindashell@aol.com

-
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Kids Helping Kids
By PAT RUDEBUSCH

Assistant Editor

wenty-three students of Lamorinda
Martial Arts took part in the studio's
kick-a-thon for St. Jude's Children's
Research Hospital. Participants employed
three of the most efficient tae kwon do
kicking techniques — dolryo chagi or round
kick; ahp chagi or front kick; and yahp
chagi, or side kick — as they tried to
accomplish the most kicks within an hour.
Altogether, students kicked their way to
raising approximately $5,000 from
sponsors who pledged either a per-kick
amount or a flat contribution. The
internationally acclaimed St. Jude's was
founded by the late actor Danny Thomas
and is known both for its pioneering
research in pediatric cancer and other life-
threatening pediatric diseasesaswell asits
policy of treating any child, regardless of
the parent's ability to pay.
For the past five years, Lamorinda

SALLY HOGARTY
was one
of the youngest students to participate in the kick-
a-thon.

< y old S ha Schul

Martial Arts has taught tae kwon do to
students of all ages. Currently, the studio
has approximately 160 students between
the ages of four and 54 enrolled in its
classes. For more information, visit the
website at www.tkdlmas.com.

Blake Spahr Leaves Rich Legacy

by SALLY TURBACH
Contributing Writer

ollowing alongillness, Orindaresident,

Professor Blake Lee Spahr, died
peacefully in the presence of his wife on
September 29. An emeritus professor of
German at UCB, he had a long and
distinguished career as teacher and
internationally known editor and scholar of
German baroque and comparative
Arthurian literature. He was 82.

Bornin Carlisle, Pennsylvania in 1924,
as a young boy, Spahr traded his pocket
knifefor aGerman grammar text and began
toteach himself German. Already in third
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grade he knew what he wanted to be — a
professor of German. In an ironic twist of
fate, he served inthe U.S. Army Air Corps
asanavigator in a B-17 bomber, and flew
35 combat missions over Europe between
mid-August 1944 and the end of that year.

Spahr chaired both the UC Berkeley
German Department and the Comparative
Literature Department during the turbulent
60s, and helped institute the Dutch
language and literature program at the
university. In1992, Spahr received the UC
Berkeley Citation, and in 2000, hereceived
an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters
from his ama mater, Dickinson College.
Perhaps most remarkable, was the rare
combination of two of the awards Spahr
received — both the Air Medal from the
U.S. government for fighting the Germans
in WWII, and in 1985 the
Bundesverdienstkreuz, Erste Klasse from
the Federal Republic of Germany,
Germanys' highest civilian honor, for his
contributions to German culture.

After his retirement in 1993, Spahr
continued his interest in the arts as an
exacting editor, enthusiastic reader, theater-
goer and French horn player in the Oakland
Community Orchestra. He will be missed
by his many friends and colleagues in
Europeand Americafor his sense of humor
and talent for telling jokes and staging
practical jokes. Heissurvived by hiswife,
Herlinde Baekelmans Spahr, and his
stepdaughter, Amelia Schaller, of Zirich,
Switzerland.
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Abrams, Jungbluth, McCormick, Severson,

questions:

call for Smart Growth?

he five members of Orinda’s City Council are elected volunteers who set policy,
give direction to city staff, and make budget decisions. Besides attending twice-
monthly council meetings, each councilmember serves on several committees. They
also interact with the levels of government between the city and the state on issues
such as transportation, smart growth, and traffic.
Laura Abrams and Amy Worth are running for re-election and Robert Jungbluth,
Tom McCormick, and Sue Severson are seeking their first term on the city council.
The editorial committee of The Orinda News asked the five candidates the following

1. What qualifications and/or relevant experience would you bring to the position?

2. What do you see as the city's top priorities over the next four years and what
opportunities should be pursued to meet these goals?

3. Downtown redevel opment has been atopic of discussion for the past several years.
Still, Phair's has been vacant for over six years and Theatre Square has been a
revolving door for many businesses. What role can the city play in attracting and
supporting businesses that serve the needs of residents?

4. Measure Q, if passed, will provide funding for approximately one-third of the
infrastructure repairs needed as identified by the infrastructure committee. How
should the city council address the remaining infrastructure problems?

5. Californiacitiesarerequired to more actively addressthe growing need for housing.
What do you think Orinda's opportunities and responsibilities are to answer the
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director of the Friends of The Orinda
Theatre. The friends saved our landmark
theater from the wrecking ball. | was
elected to the city council and served as
mayor and councilmember. | haveamasters
inbusinessadministration with anemphasis
in finance, which has helped me work
prudently to maintain our reserves and
manage our financial resources so that
Orinda has earned the much envied AAA
insured bond rating. We have leveraged our
assets working co-operatively with other
agencies. The Wagner Ranch gymnasium
washuiltjointly with city and OrindaUnion
School District funds. The new Orinda
Library was financed jointly with the
Friends of The Library that raised $5.5
million. | have served on the garbage
franchising agency, keeping rateslow while
increasing recycling. | worked to bring the
Farmers' Market to Orinda. | believe in
consensus building and cooperative
decision making.
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B Top Priorities

The top priority is passing Measure Q
and fixing our roads, drains, and water
pipes. Thisisamatter of public safety. We
need hydrant pressure to suppressfires. Our
children deserve saferoutesto schools. We
need roads that safety personnel can travel
over swiftly to save lives! Other priorities
aredowntown revitalization, reviewing our
general plan, and devel oping atraffic safety
plan to educatedriversand create aprocess
for neighborsto addresstraffic issueswithin
their own neighborhoods. We must
continue to outreach to the community to
prepare our citizens individually, by
neighborhood and citywide to deal with
emergencies and regional disasters.
Challengesinclude continuing to work with
the neighborhoods affected by the planned
expansion of the EBMUD filter plant. Asa
member of Fourth Bore Caldecott Tunnel
Study committee, | have worked to
minimize the noise and traffic impacts on
Orinda during construction and final
design.

B Downtown Revitalization

I currently work alongside John Phair on
the downtown revitalization review team.
We have completed publicly held
interviewsof planning firmsand arevisiting
target cities exploring the positive changes
other cities have made to their downtowns
to attract new businesses. | am excited about
working with other property owners, and
the Chamber of Commerce to kick off this
public process starting with workshops
where all Orindans would be invited to
come, share their views, and talk about
what goods and services will be supported
in our downtown. | have also worked for
the last two years on the Theatre Square
subcommittee with the goal of increasing
the number and variety of businesses in
Theatre Square. | have met with the new

lease join with us in supporting

MY WORTH

“"ORINDA CITY COUNCIL

Join those who have endorsed Amy Worth for Orinda City Council

manihy Harmrt

Ly mred Jasaen Haskeii
Rt sredl My Baliloon
Bowvee Bials

o b aviel] Wi i Bl gt
rvomin lsrenswein

L ars] B

§lenn amd Ann

[ Burish e i
ik be @il Canod Comeks
Rartoirs seed Masr © e
Lanor and Muary pn i
Ira Carwles
Dather e |

ks

i gl Tovms [ ymiis

Slanbwrh siafl Fall

BT TEN o |
Kill and Berbaras Linay
Raonmiie arml Clive Drvinish
Fal e Peober Dindlcdepc|
Bash diial From dia Fellip
1o Bk aivil Pl Felus

i Forg

Worth Seek Seats on the Orinda City Council

owners of Theatre Square who share the
same goals and have expressed interest in
working collaboratively with the theater
owner, the chamber, and the city to
revitalize the Crossroads.

B Infrastructure Repairs

In addition to Measure Q, which will
provide $59.1 million, thefunding package
includes $2.5 million from the city's
reserves, $3.4 million fromthefiredistrict,
and $1.5 million in favorable financing
from EBMUD. This brings Orinda's fire
hydrants needed water flow, fixes failing
public storm drains, and repairs public
roads that have 500 or more car trips per
day. The city aready spends roughly $3
million or one-third of our annual budget
oninfrastructure. Measure Q would freeup
that city money to be spent on public
residential roadswith lessthan 500 car trips
per day. The city has been, and | will
continue to be, actively seeking our share
of the scarcefederal and state grant dollars
for road repairs. | would also move to
establish aroad fund account wherethe city
annually depositsany revenuereceived over
budget to be set aside for large in-
frastructure repairs.

B Smart Growth

Orinda is almost built out with high
property values making it difficult to meet
state housing mandates. State funding will
become increasingly dependent on
compliance with these unfunded mandates.
| serve on the committee to address this
issue. One opportunity for our city to fill
the need for additional housing is to
encourage"in-law units." We are currently
revising the second unit ordinance to help
more home owners come into compliance
with these zoning requirements. We are
working with the school district onthePine

[See ABRAMS page 16]
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Grove development whichisonlinefor 80
homes, eight of them affordable housing.
Gateway, which is underway, will provide
about 240 new homes. The Gateway
developer isbuying theold library from the
city for $2.5 million to donate that site for
building senior housing. As Orinda's
downtown properties are redeveloped, we
may have the opportunity, where
appropriate, for second or third story
housing over retail.

SALLY HOGARTY

Robert Jungbluth

B Qualifications

As the founder of Strategic Concepts, a
public relations and marketing consulting
practice, | have had the opportunity towork
with many elected officials and governing
bodies. This experience has given me an
understanding of how to work with the
people in this field. It has helped me to
develop the leadership skills necessary to
focus a diverse organization toward
achievingagoal. It hasmademeappreciate
theimportance of reaching agreement when
prioritizing agroup’sobjectives. It hasalso
instilled a commitment to fiscal
responsibility and abudget. While Orinda
faces some daunting issues, chief among
them the infrastructure, this election is
about more than issues. It's about
leadership, focus, and commitment.

B Top Priorities

| see infrastructure repair as our most
important priority. Obviously, the
infrastructure issues are not going away
whether Measure Q passes, or not. If it
passes, it will only address about one-third
of theproblem. If it doesnot pass, theissue
remains. We must pursue making
infrastructurethetop priority. That isastart.
Beyond that, we must make sure that
funding from sources outside the normal
channels and budgets are applied to road
and drainage repairs. We must also find
existing monies that could be spent on the
roads. This requires budget reviews and
fiscal restraint. And, that is the key to
successfully addressing all issues, not just
roads.

B Downtown Revitalization

We must use existing resources, like the
Chamber of Commerce and other
businesses in town to help determine what
nichemarkets our downtown could fill, and
what local contributions could be made to
bringing new businesstotown. Butit starts
with understanding and accepting that the
marketplace is defining what businesses
will, in fact, serve the community. Once
that is determined, then we can decide what
actions can be taken such as making minor
adjustmentsto the zoning codesin order to
accommodate those businesses. This
strategy helpsto promote all businessesin
Orinda.

B Infrastructure Repairs

It starts with fiscal responsibility. Then
recognizing the priority, staying focused on
the goal, and finally committing the
appropriate resources. Sources of income
from past projects haverarely been applied
to infrastructure. Sources of income from
future projects must be. We must also
recognize that we will have agreat deal of
timeif Measure Q passes from the start of
therepairstotheend. Inthat time, we must
redirect unused maintenance funds from
roads that have been repaired to roads that

are not scheduled for repairs under bond
monies. Thebigger question, that most do
not want to contemplate, is what happens
if the measure fails? | would still employ
the same strategy to make repairs.

B Smart Growth

Smart Growth is easy to support, when
you consider the aternative. But smart
growth is going to mean something
different to each community. If smart
growth means congested apartments and
small condos, then | am opposed. That is
not consistent with the semi-rural plan
Orinda has adopted. Smart growth for
Orinda is maintaining what we have, and
alowing alimited expansion of appropriate
housing as the need arises, much like the
Gateway and Pine Grove developments.

TERRY RIGGINS

Tom McCormick

B Qualifications

My background and experience as an
attorney, business person, and Orinda
volunteer will make me an excellent city
councilmember.

| am a practicing attorney in Orinda,
working ~ with  businesses and
entrepreneurial clients. | advise on
corporate, legal, financial, and strategic
matters. | have acted asan officer, director,
and genera counsel to many start-up and
emerging businesses.

| have also participated in an officer or

Sue Severson for Orinda City Council

- Bennhoff, Lucia& John
Berkowitz, Fred & Sasha
Bitzer, Kelly & Jim
Orinda School Board: Bontemps, Jack & Barbara
Glenn Alper
Linda Landau
Pat Rudebusch
Pam West
Acalanes School Board:
Vanessa Crews, president

Brovelli, im & Carol

Browne, Walden and Sally

Brzezinski, Tom & Peggy
Dillon

Bush, Dan & Amy

Cassriel, Steve

Chaconas, Ted & Cecile

Chan, Tom

Chin, John & Michele Leong

Citron, Eric & Dvora

Aaker, Kay

Ainsworth, Harriet

Akin, Paul & Christy
Albo, Bob & Sarah
Ander_sgln, David & Nancy

Kaible
Andrews, Bob & Pam
Rhodes Clarke, David & Cristy

Arnon, Steve & Joyce
Attard, Paul & Tamara
Axelsson, Karen & Philip
LeBoit
Bains, Ravi & Erica
Barber, Brad & Cindy
Barber, Tom & Carol Ann
Barker, Jeanne

Coe, Jan & Alan
ooper, Micki
Cosden, Bill & Nancy
Cwalina, Gail
Dathe, Steve & Elaine
DeFabio, Richard & Luise
Dolbec, Mike & Cathy
Douglass, Gordon
Barrows, Cathie & Doug Dowell, Jeanne
Barth, Neil & Gene Duncan, Jeff & Anna
Paid for by committee to elect Sue Severson for ity Council 1D #1288709.

is, Luke & Laura Sawczuk
English, Nancy & Bill

on & Patti
Engstrom, Peter & Lisa Gross, Elizabeth & Bill

Ley, . Tor
Libove, Joel & Barbara Nicholson, Cindy & Chris
Linderman, Mark & Nanette i

Nishioki, Gary & Sheila

director role in a number of companies
ranging in size up to $225 million per year
in revenue. For the most part, my
experienceisin privately held and “family”
run businesses.

| have been active in Orinda by serving
on the OrindaAssociation and OBA boards
and volunteered for the Educational
Foundation of Orinda and our schools. |
am also actively involved with our four
children and their activities.

| have al'so been involved in anumber of
non-profit public benefit companies such
as the Alameda County Food Bank and
been on the board of VIP Mentors, Inc. for
23 years, a statewide group that mentors
at-risk youth.

B Top Priorities

1. Fix roads. Proper fiscal prioritizing and
planning in order to repair the city’s roads
andinfrastructure. New ideasare necessary
to plan how to repair and maintain Orinda's
roadsand infrastructure. Theestimated cost
torepair ismorethan $154 million, and the
requested infrastructure bond will pay for
only 38 percent of the problem, if it passes.
This means we need to find almost $100
million, which will take new ideas and
serious planning.

2. Support schools. | am a consistent
supporter of Orinda schools. We should
actively help the school district achieveits
highest and best price for the Pine Grove
site, for the benefit of our schools and
children. A major reason people move to
Orinda is the high quality schools;
therefore, the city should promote the
schools.

3. Reform zoning lawsthat interferewith
businesses. | will work toward attracting
new businesses and customers by
modifying existing zoning laws that
promote businesses so they can provide
more goods, services, and choicesto Orinda
citizens. Oneplan | haveisto incorporate
the Shakespeare Festival into the city
landscape such that visitors to the festival

[See MCCORMICK page 17]
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will alsovisit Orindashopsand restaurants.

4. Makeresidential remodeling objective
and easier. | will support updating the
residential remodeling permitting process
to make it more objective and less difficult
tonavigate. The process should be an easy
and fun process, not one that is subjective
and dreaded.

B Downtown Revitalization

I will work to reform zoning laws that
interferewith local businesses. | will work
toward attracting new businesses and
customers by modifying existing zoning
laws that promote businesses so they can
provide more goods, services, and choices
to Orinda citizens.

One plan isto help Safeway expand. A
second is to incorporate the Shakespeare
Festival into the city landscape such that
visitorstothefestival will alsovisit Orinda
shops and restaurants. A third isto modify
the requirement that only “retail”
businesses can occupy any ground floor
spacein Orinda. A fourth planisto alow
businesses in the old Phair’s building that
are precluded by existing zoning laws.

B Infrastructure Repairs

It will take (a) proper fiscal prioritizing
and planning, and (b) new ideasto increase
revenue and cut costs in order to find the
money to repair Orinda’s roads and
infrastructure. Theestimated cost to repair
ismorethan $154 million and the requested
infrastructure bond of $59 million will pay
for only 38 percent of the problem, if it
passes. Thismeanswe need to find almost
$100 million to repair our roads and
infrastructure.

Clearly the method employed by the
incumbents to spend all money on new
buildings and then plead to the people to
passaninfrastructure bond is not sufficient.
We will now need to set clear prioritiesin

spending, do everything we can toincrease
revenue to Orinda and cut operating cost,
while maintaining necessary services and
safety. Increases in revenue can be
accomplished through updating zoning
laws to help businesses and citizens.
Cutting costs can be obtained through
coordinating some services with
neighboring cities to obtain economies of
scale.

B Smart Growth

Smart growth in Orinda can be
accomplished by allowing higher density
growthin areasthat do not harm thefriendly
neighborhoods of Orinda. There are areas
left in Orindawhere senior housing would
be desirable and would also support local
businesses.

The best and fastest way to encourage
smart growth is to modify existing zoning
laws that either prohibit, limit, or
discourage smart growth. With such
changes, people who own property will
seek to add spacefor seniorsand potentially
students that find living in a secure
environment inviting.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Sue Severson

B Qualifications

My husband and | are 28-year Orinda
residents raising our five children in this

uniquely wonderful community. | have
enjoyed working with parents and
community members in various civic and
educationa endeavors, including nineyears
school board service, parents’ clubs
leadership positions (currently serving as
Miramonte Parents’ Club president),
successful efforts to resume school bus
service for our families, and working on
the disaster preparedness committee. |
know first-hand of the progress achievable
through collaboration, open com-
munication and consensus building and
believe | can offer experience, fiscal
responsibility, and cooperative decision
making to the Orinda City Council.

B Top Priorities

Road and drain repairs must receive the
highest priority from city government.
Every day we experience unsafe pavement
conditions that endanger pedestrians,
bikers, and drivers. We must get ahead of
our infrastructure problems rather than
reacting after our roads and drains are in
their current critical state. The keys to
making the improvements are a
combination of Measure Q funding, greater
allocation of the city budget to
infrastructure, and a serious effort at
building tax revenues. Closely related to
infrastructure challenges is the need to
improve the building and remodeling
approval process, to make it less stressful
and more efficient for homeowners and
businesses. From the city council and
planning commission, we need consistent
and understandable building guidelines,
greater conformity and clarity on city and
county construction regulations, and amore
cooperative, facilitating approach in
working with homeowners.

B Downtown Revitalization

We have all witnessed the constant
turnover insmall businessesin Orinda, and
in the process we have gained a deserved
reputation as being unfriendly to business.

RIS T v P mad py Lorey o) o0

City government needs to enable and
facilitate entrepreneurs who are willing to
invest their resources in establishing local
businesses. We should start by reducing
restrictive regulations on downtown
businesses, by campaigning for our
residents to buy from Orinda merchants,
and by inviting “outsiders” to shop and use
services here. Business growth will both
improve our quaity of lifeand augment tax
revenues. At the council and commission
level, we need to be much more pro-
business and attentive to attracting and
retaining businesses.

B [nfrastructure Repairs
[See SEVERSON page 18]
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| support Measure Q and will work to
ensure that funds raised for road and drain
repair go exactly where they are intended.
Itiscritical for the city council to establish
prioritiesand astrategic focus so use of our
tax dollars is maximized and leveraged to
accomplish the most good with limited
resources. While on the surface it appears
that Measure Q funds will take uslessthan
half the way “home” on infrastructure
amelioration, it does provide ample money
to address the highest priority needs and
all thefundswe can practically put to work
over the next four to five years. During that
time, the city must carve out incremental
funds from the existing budget, add to the
annual road funding amounts, seek grants
from state and federal sources, and
simultaneously facilitate business growth
to augment tax revenues.

B Smart Growth

Orinda’s limited geographic footprint
precludes substantial new housing growth,
but we have opportunities to address
affordable housing as suggested by Smart
Growth. Unfortunately, past city councils
have taken us in the opposite direction.

The Gateway area and Pine Grove are
thetwo large-scale building sites available
presently. Montanera ultimately hurdled
many obstaclesplaced inits path by thecity,
but we lost adecadein the process, and are
waiting to see the promised development
of affordable housing at the old library.
With Gateway decided, itisimperativethat
Pine Grove be designed and developed
properly and expeditiously, as the only
near-term option for higher density,
affordable housing. Sadly, we are
witnessing the city council’s typical slow-
moving, obstructionist approach to Pine
Grove, with the city’sdemands threatening
cancellation of the development.
Minimally, the city council should reduce
roadblocksto Pine Grove, not create them.

We need new vision and |leadership on the
council.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

B Qualifications

| have served as a community volunteer
in Orinda for 24 years and have worked
with people from all parts of our
community to enhance the quality of life
in Orinda.

Through my experience as chair of the
Contra Costa Transportation Authority,
chair of the Contra Costa Library
Commission, chair of the Contra Costa
Mayors Conference and boardmember of
the Miramonte, OIS and Sleepy Hollow
Parents Clubs, | have worked to improve
Orinda and to represent Orinda’s interests
in regional issues. As co-chair of the
successful Measure J campaign, | worked
to secure funds to build the Caldecott
Tunnel fourth bore, maintain the Lamorinda
school bus program, and repair and
maintain local streets and roads.

With careful fiscal management of
Orinda's resources, we have achieved an
outstanding credit rating and improved city
services. | worked toincreaselibrary hours
and construct the new Orinda Library.

B Top Priorities

The top priority for Orindais to use our
limited resources in the most effective
manner to maintain and enhancethe quality

of lifein Orinda. Right now, the repair of
our streets and roads and upgrading our
water systemsto improve community-wide
fire safety must be our highest priority.
With voter approval of Measure Q, we can
undertake our community’s most urgently
needed road, drain, and water pipe repairs
and upgrades.

Through continued, careful management
of our city’s resources, we can provide the
level of palice, public works, planning, and
parks and recreation services that our
residentswant. Orinda should continue to
work cooperatively with Lafayette and
Moraga to combine resources to deliver
important services in an economical
manner such as the joint contracting for a
tri-city disaster preparedness coordinator.
Protection of our local tax revenuefromthe
state will also continueto be atop priority.

B Downtown Revitalization

Orinda’'s downtown offers much to
residents and retail customers — but can
offer much more. The Orinda Theatre,
excellent restaurants, retail shops, and
services contribute to our community’s
vitality. This coming year, we will
undertake a community-wide process to
develop a downtown plan to enhance
existing retail servicesand providethekind
of downtown that our community wants.
Through zoning enhancements, we can
provide property owners incentives to
renovate buildings, redevelop underutilized
building sites, and develop new retail
services to create a vital, engaging
downtown.

The city must work closely with the new
Theatre Square owners making
improvements to ensure that it becomes a
vital retail and entertainment center for our
community. With its historic Orinda
Theatre, surrounding restaurants, and retail
shops that provide goods and services for
residents of all ages, Theatre Square can
become a lively retail and business center
contributing to the vitality of the Orinda
Crossroads.

B Infrastructure Repairs

Measure Q is specifically intended to
address Orinda’smost urgent infrastructure
needs. Developed by a citizen committee
of transportation, engineering, and finance
professionals, it is a comprehensive plan
to solve the community’s most critical
infrastructure needs. Combined with
additional city, fire district, and East Bay
MUD resources, it provides essential
financing for urgently needed
improvements to the community’s fire
safety system and the repair and renovation
of our aging drains, streets, and roads.

During the first nine years, major roads
and drains will be repaired. The required
water pipeand fireflow improvementswill
be completed. Residential streets will be
re-paved with theannual fundsthat thecity
receivesfrom the Measure C transportation
program and garbage franchise fees.
Orinda must seek regional, state, and
federal transportation funds to provide
additional repairs. Measure Q will ensure
that Orinda can successfully compete for
these additional funds.

B Smart Growth

The sale of Pine Grove will accomplish
two important goals for Orinda. First, it
will directly benefit one of our community’s
greatest assets: our excellent schools.
Second, it will provide much needed
additional housing options and recreation
for residents of all ages that are close to
downtown and the regional transportation
network.

Working cooperatively with the school
district and the devel oper, the city must help
create a development, within walking
distance to BART, that will result in an
attractive neighborhood which will be an
enhancement to our entire community.
Working closely with the Association of
Bay AreaGovernments, Orindawill ensure
that the housing devel oped meet the state’s
housing prioritieswill reflect the character
of our community and the housing needs
of our residents.
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“When issues affecting our street and
neighborhood came before the City
Council, Laura Abrams came to our
rescue. She dedicated her time and
attention to us, and we were ex-
tremely impressed with her profes-
sionalism and integrity. We are some
of many Orinda residents who are for-
tunate to have her running for re-elec-
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HOLIDAY SALES

Matador Marketplace Provides Convenient Holiday Shopping

B Annual event open to the
public, November 10-11
By PAT RUDEBUSCH

Assistant Editor

iramonte High School will open its

doors for the 339 annual Matador
Marketplace on November 10 and 11
offering hundreds of handcrafted itemswith
proceeds benefiting each of the high school
classes as well as various clubs and sports
teams. According to Ina Pavey, co-chair of
this year's event, Matador Marketplace is
the single largest fundraising event at the
high school and, as such, has grown to a
virtual shopping bazaar offering a wide
selection of items, many of which can't be
found anywhere el se.

“If you're looking for gifts for the
holidays, whether that be Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Chanukah, or simply unique
hostess gifts, Matador Marketplace is the
place to find them,” says Pavey.
“Marketplace hasgrown tremendously over
theyears. If you haven't beeninfor awhile,
stop by — you'll be surprised at what you
can find.” As much as the marketplace has
grown, some things, like the ever-popular

PAT RUDEBUSCH
Grace Kaplane (L) helps Miramonte students
create one-of-a-kind cooper garden trellises.

apricot pepper jelly, remain the same.
Vanessa Crews, whose four children have
all graduated from Miramonte, introduced
the fabled apricot pepper jelly to the
marketplacein 1994. She estimatesthat she
and fellow Miramonte mom Jan Coe have
made roughly 10,000 jars of the not-too-
Sweet, not-too-spicy condiment over the
years. Crews' secret recipe has been passed
down to the class of 2008, and thejelly is
available only at Matador Marketplace.
While some traditions remain, each
entering class brings fresh new ideas and
talentsto keep the marketplace current and

full of surprises. Renee Bareno, an Orinda
artist and mother of aMiramonte freshman,
sells her work at galleries around the Bay
but for one weekend, shopperswill be able
to purchase an original Bareno at afraction
of the price. Bareno and other talented
parents attending her workshops have
created original works on canvas
specifically for the marketplace, albeit
canvasfloor cloths as opposed to paintings
to hang on the wall. Still, Bareno says that
working on projects for the annual
fundraiser has been a fun and rewarding
way to support her daughter’s school.
Grace Kaplan, awell-known and much-
admired fiber artist, has taught her craft to
students at Del Rey School and customers
at Infiknit Possibilities acrossfrom Theatre
Square. Kaplan has also made items and
led workshopsfor Matador Marketplacefor
the past five years. As a mother of a
Miramonte sophomore, Kaplan and others
will be making several knitted items,
including scarves, shawls, and fingerless
gloves, as well as beaded jewelry, purses
and tote bags, and copper trellises. Always
the teacher, Kaplan has led workshops for
sophomore students on making wire and
beaded baskets, which alsowill befor sale.

OCCA Holiday Bazaar Set for November 4 and 5

By MOYA STONE
Staff Writer

et out your holiday shopping lists; it's
timeagain for the Orinda Community
Center Auxiliary Holiday Bazaar, Saturday,
November 4, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday,
November 5,11 am. to5p.m. at the Orinda
Community Center located at 26 Orinda
Way.
This year marks the 31% anniversary for
the Holiday Bazaar, which has become a
shopping tradition for many Orinda

residents. Sponsored by the Orinda
Community Center Auxiliary, the Bazaar
attracts approximately 2000 attendees each
year and raises a majority of OCCA’s
annual budget. With the moniesraised from
the Bazaar, OCCA is able to sponsor other
community events such as the Halloween
Parade for toddlers, the Spring Egg Hunt
for toddlers, and the Concerts-in-the-Park
summer series. The OCCA also contributes
to special projects for the Community
Center including the refurbishing of the
Community Center kitchen, landscaping

near thetenniscourts, and thefestivelights
that decorate the Community Center during
the holidays.

With over 50 vendors participating from
around the Bay Area and Northern
California, shoppers will have an array of
art and handmade crafts to tantalize them,
from jewelry to soaps to holiday
decorations. Also available will be food, a
raffle of itemsdonated by local businesses,
musical entertainment, and childcare. For
more information, call the Orinda
Community Center at 254-2445.

“It's great to get the kids involved,” she
says. “| love to be generous with my time
s0 | hold ongoing workshopsto share what
| know with others. I'm areal believer in
slowing down the pace of life and taking
thetimeto appreciate thejoy of handmade
items.”

If slowing down abit this holiday season
is on your to-do list, a trip to Matador
Marketplace might be just the ticket. With
ample parking, no traffic, and a wide
assortment of beautiful itemsfor gift giving
or home decorating, you may find yourself
wishing that all of your holiday shopping
could be this easy. “The marketplace is a
no-hassle, great placeto shop, catch up with
old friends, and even grab abite of lunch—
and it's open to al,” Pavey says. Matador
Marketplace will open Saturday with a
special preview sale from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
and on Sunday, from 11 am. to 4 p.m.
Admissionto the preview saleis$10. There
isno admission charge for Sunday's event.
For more information, go online to
Www.miramonteparents.com .

SALLY HOGARTY
Shoppers at last year's Holiday Bazaar ponder
the many choices available.
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Orinda Union School District Board

Riki Sorenson, President, Orinda Union School District Board
Glenn Alper, Vice-President, Orinda Union School District
Board

Linda Landau, Orinda Union School District Board

Pat Rudebusch, Orinda Union School District Board

Jim Farrell, Orinda Union School District Board, 1998-2002

Orinda City Council Members
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Bill Judge, Mayor, City of Orinda
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Cathie Barrows, Sleepy Hollow

Trish Cetrone, Sleepy Hollow

Lynn Goodman, Wagner Ranch

Tracie Nelson, Wagner Ranch

Jennifer Lavis, OIS

Janet Riley, OIS

Karen Derr Gilbert, EFO

The West Family

“Ihave seen first hand Pam West’s many contributions to main-
taining and ing the educational excellence in our schools.
We have many dedicated parent volunteers making a huge dif-
ference for our schools. Pam is among the very best, and I
strongly support her re-election to the school board.”
—Steve Glazer, Mayor Pro Tem, Orinda City Council

“Pamis a dedicated leader who has worked successfully to build
community partnerships to maintain the excellence of Orinda’s
schools. She brings an extensive business background to the
management of the school district has worked closely with the
City of Orinda and community groups to ensure the school
distriet’s fiscal stability and prosperity.”

—Amy Worth, Orinda City Councilmember

“In my role as EFO President, I have had the opportunity to
work with Pam on a number of school-related issues. Pam
brings a wealth of experience and a thoughtful perspective to
her role on the school board, developed during her many years

of service and contribution to our community. Pam seeks to
educate herself thoroughly on issues including listening to all
involved constituents and applies a methodical, pragmatic ap-

proach to problem-solving.”
—Karen Derr Gilbert, President, Educational
Foundation of Orinda

“Pamela West is a vital member of the Orinda Union School
Board who works tirelessly to bring the highest quality educa-
tional experience to all Orinda children. She thoroughly un-
derstands how to make K-8 education work at the highest level
and possesses exceptional knowledge about critical budget and
financial issues. Pam is dedicated to working together to come
up with the best solutions for the challenging issues facing
Orinda schools.  urge you to re-elect Pam West!”
— Glenn Alper, Vice President, Orinda Union
School District Board

“Pam West has been an excellent school board member for

the last four years. Pam’s thoroughness and attention to detail
makes sure that nothing is overlooked. She is very focused on
keeping our district on track with our strategic plan, which has
yielded such good results over the last six years. Pam’s expe-
rience in the real estate sector has been invaluable in dealing
with the ongoing issues surrounding the develoy of the
Pine Grove site. Please join me in making sure Pam’s experi-
ence and efforts continue to benefit our students for four more
years.”

—Linda Landau, Orinda Union School Board

“Pamela West has served Orinda — and our schools —with the
highest degree of professionalism. She approaches every chal-
lenge with respect, thoroughness, fiscal responsibility and,
above all, an unwavering commitment to doing what’s best for
children. It’s been an honor to serve with her on the Orinda
school board, and I wholeheartedly support her bid for a sec-

ond term.”
—Pat Rudebusch, Orinda Union School District
Trustee
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PEACE CORPS

0 CORPS from page 9

two of the latter. Valla graduated from
Miramonte, class of 1998, then went to
UCLA where she graduated with a degree
in English. Mandelman took hisMiramonte
diploma in 1999, and then attended UC
SantaBarbara. It was at that point, as most
of their Orindapeerswere getting their first
job, they took a very different route. They
joined the Peace Corps.

That took Vallato the Ukraine, where she
lived with a family that had very little,
including no heat and little hot water in the
icy winters. Valla worked as a teacher,
helping Ukrainians learn English in a
program called TEFL (Teaching English as
aForeign Language).

Mandelman ended up in Bangladesh,
where he and hisnew wife and Peace Corps
partner Mariah trained and worked for
eleven months, then were quickly evacuated
from the country when it was learned that
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aradical Bangladeshi group was beginning
to target Peace Corps volunteers (although
none were hurt).

That was disappointing. But Mandelman
saysthat evenintheshort timethere, it was
an “incredible experience.”

“| proved that | could do pretty much
anything | wanted if | put my mind to it. |
also learned a great deal about what it
meansto be an American in aworld where
Americaisn’t what it used to be,” he says.
“l gained insight into how the world is
changing, what life is like for a vast
majority of theworld’s population, and the
challenges that Americaand the rest of the
world have ahead of them.”

And, Mandelman and hiswifearehungry
todoitagain. They plantorejoin the Peace
Corps after a career, raising a family, and
retiring. “ It wasatruly amazing experience,
and we can't wait to do it again,” he adds.

Valla, back inthe U.S. and completing a
master’s degree in education policy at
ColumbiaUniversity in New York, feelsher
Peace Corps experience was exceptional,
and recommends that others consider the
same course.

“Overall, despite the difficult times,”
Valla says as she reflects on her two years

|s education a
priority in your
house?

[tisinours.

www.dorriseaton.com

Engagement. Enlight
Empowerment.

ORINDA ACADEMY

enment.

Open House
Sunday,
December 3rd

at 2 p.m.

school that makes a difference.

For 25 years, Orinda Academy has produced motivated, focused scholars, who go
on to attend top universities. With a nine to one teacher student ratio, an average
class size of 10, and a structured program in a supportive environment, Orinda
Academy is able to engage, enlighten, and empower its students to work to their
potential on a daily basis. In a personalized learning environment, students’ success
in the classroom is a catalyst for increased self-confidence, self-reliance, self- aware-
ness, and self-advocacy. If you are looking for a school that seeks to address each
student's individual needs, come find out why OA is the college preparatory

——may Call now to
reserve
your space.

19 Altarinda Road + Orinda
www.orindaacademy.org

925-254-7553 x305
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Ukrainian students from Shana Valla's class
learn about Halloween traditions in a special
holiday party.

in the Peace Corps, “I wouldn’t change
what | did. | ended up really liking both
my students and the other English teachers
at my school. | felt that, evenif just alittle
bit, | helped Ukrainians see that there's
more to America than Britney Spears or
George Bush.”

Valla spent her Peace Corps time
teaching at a school in the Crimea. Mixing
withthelocal teachersaswell aswith Peace
Corps volunteers, she had to adjust to a
lifestyle very different from the one she
grew up with in Orinda.

“Ukrainian teacherslive on $40 amonth,
and somehow, despite their difficult lives,
they have such a rich and warm culture,”
saysValla

They also had to learn very different
languages. Russian is spoken in that part
of the Ukraine and Vallasoon becamefluent
in it. Mandelman learned Bangladeshi,
which is spoken by 220 million people,
almost none living in the U.S.

A challenge: living in a non-climate-
controlled environment

As winter approached, Valla began her
training in Crimea, which is about as far
north as the Dakotas. “We didn’t have hot
water or heat, so | wasawayscold. Because
of the cold temperatures, there also were
very few fresh vegetables, so | ate alot of
potatoes, carrots, beets, and onions.”

Mandelman, on the other hand, stepped
into the non-air-conditioned tropics: “We
met our host family at thelocal community
center, which was a cement building with
ceiling fansand no air conditioning. It was
at least 100 degrees out, and the humidity
was probably around 95 percent. My wife
and | were dying from the heat.”

Compounding Valla's challenge, at the
outset “we lived with host families; it was
approaching winter and | was lonely. My
host mother wasn't the happiest woman,
and it deeply affected me.”

But assheadjusted, Vallalearned to value
the people and her contribution to them.
Vallacame away from the experience with
“asense of understanding of what itislike
to live in most of the world and an
appreciation for people in Ukraine trying
to make their lives better.

“Also, | will never, ever, fail to recognize
how wonderful it is every time | turn on
the faucet! Not only does water come out,
but it's also aways hot. In the Ukraine, |

had water only six hours a day and only
sometimes was it hot!” Valla identifies
another lasting benefit derived from her
experience—the other American volunteers
she met and worked with in the Peace
Corps. She says simply but emphaticaly,
“After sharing the Peace Corps experience,
they'refriends for lifel”

Vallafirst thought about the Peace Corps
after September 11, during her senior year
in college. “| was so disturbed that people
could hate our country so much. | wanted
the opportunity to go somewhere outside
of Europe and other developed countries,
to help me understand perceptions of the
U.S,, and to try to build understanding.”

First she wanted to go to Latin America
to teach English, but the Peace Corps
doesn’'t haveaTEFL program there. So she
asked for Eastern Europe and ended up in
the same region where her grandparents
were born and grew up before they came
to the United States.

What advice does Valla have for Orinda
students who might be considering the
Peace Corps? “Do it!” Valla says
emphaticaly. “I have friends now, in their
mid-twenties, who wish they could do it
but are afraid of the two-year commitment.

“So, doit before you have thetime to be
scared that you'll be missing something
back here. | swear, it may be the hardest
thing you've ever done, but you won't regret
it she adds.

Now, armed with her graduate degree,
Valla plans to take on a new but similar
challenge, “towork inthefield of education
policy to try to make our system of
education more equitable” With the Peace
Corps and Crimea behind her, ShanaValla
is well equipped to make a difference in
the world.

Other Miramonte graduates who have
recently served or are now serving in the
Peace Corps include brother and sister
Helen and Dave Hoppock, Jaime Litten,
David Parker, and Katie Windle.

The Peace Corps began in 1960 when
then senator and presidential candidate
John F. Kennedy challenged students
during a speech at the University of
Michigan to consider postponing their own
careersafter graduation to liveand work in
developing countriesin order to make areal
difference in peoples' lives. From those
remarks devel oped an agency of thefedera
government that bringstogether the best of
the American spirit: the selflessness of
volunteerism with the generosity, ingenuity,
and work ethic that has made America
great.

Sincethat time, morethan 182,000 Peace
Corps Volunteers of all ages and all
backgrounds have been placed in 138
countries to work on a wide range of
projects. Today's Peace Corps members
may work in information technology,
education, agriculture, business
development, and the newest program, the
president's emergency plan for AIDS
Relief.

To receive an application or tolearn more
about the Peace Corps, go to their website:
WWW. Peacecorps.gov.
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MIRAMONTE HIGH SCHOOL / ORINDA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Miramonte Presents The Laramie Project

m Powerful and contro-
versial production set for
November 15 - 17

By LANA OLMER
Staff Writer

iramonte High School drama

students will present The Laramie
Project, written by MoisesKaufman, asthe
fall drama production. The play will be
performed in the school’s auditorium on
November 15 - 17 at 7:30 p.m. Miramonte
drama teacher Heather Cousins, who is
directing the play, says that it is based on
the true story of a teenage boy who was
murdered because of hissexual orientation
in 1998 in Laramie, Wyoming, and on the
reactions of those living in the small town
where it occurred.

“I"'mreally excited that we're doing The
Laramie Project this year as our fall play.
It delivers a message that goes past the
issues of homosexuality and into theissues
regarding hate and acceptance. | think it's
important for our society to see this show.

I know it will make a difference,” says
Miramonte dramastudent Wing Sum Doud.

Cousins seconds Doud's opinion: “The
students at Miramonte have a growing
interest in the importance of diversity and
acceptance whether it involves a particular
minority, ethnic group, religious beliefs, or
sexual orientation.” Cousins goes on to
explain how her studentsrealizethat theater
can have an impact on society by showing
that intolerance and hate crimes are not
acceptable. “The students have an
opportunity to experience what it was like
in Laramie as they play multi-roles,” she
adds.

According to Cousins, the show is based
onreal lifetestimonial sthat took place after
the murder of Matthew Shepherd. “Itisa
balanced look at how acommunity handles
violenceand how it triesto understand how
something so horrible could take place in
its community. It reminds me of amodern
day Our Town,” she continues.

Tickets to The Laramie Project can be
purchased in advance by calling the school
at (925) 280-3930 or at the door on the night
of the performance.

The 50s Are Back in OIS Production of
Grease Running November 3 - 5

By PETRA MICHEL
STAFF WRITER

ith the 50" birthday celebrations at

Miramonte High School just over,
Orindalntermediate School’s (Ol S) newest
musical endeavor, Grease, brings back the
teenage life style of the 1950s once more.
While Grease is a parody of the 50s, the
story is ageless. Teen issues, such as being
popular or not, living up to your ownimage,
or sweet innocence contrasted with adult
behavior, has not changed very much over
the past half century. And any adult who
went to high school, once faked an 1D card
to buy beer, or cruised in town in an old
custom car, will empathize as well.

In the tradition at The Bulldog Theater
Company, themusical is performed by two
casts with a total of six shows. However,
the Grease casts are exceptionaly large.
Thisfall’sdirector, Shari Oret, and producer
Aubyn Severson decided not to cut any
student who auditioned for arolein Grease,
resulting in a record number of students
participating in either the Lightnin’ or the
Rockin’ cast. Shari has entertained the Bay
Areawith musical theater productions for
over 25 years and has shared her love of
thetheater artsby teaching children for over
a decade. Though this is her first time
directingamusical play at OIS, sheisused
to working with students and takes the
whirlwind of activitiesduring therehearsals
in her stride.

The after-school drama program at OIS
hasincreased itsemphasisover the past two
years on training and developing students

in al aspects of the performing arts, and
part of each rehearsal focuses on vocal
training and physical acting skills. The
student technical crew also contributes
significantly to preparing for the show,
including creating the sets, props, and
costumes. The studentsthemselvesaso run
the show, working backstage, and
controlling the lights and sound, with
minimal assistance from parents.

Parents also share their uniquetalentsin
all aspectsof theproduction. A few parents
of the cast and crew are serving on the
executive committee that directly supports
the producer and director, the rest of the
parents are assigned to a sub-committee,
including set construction, props, costumes,
make-up, music/sound effects, backstage
help, lighting, sound, publicity, ticket sales,
and event staff. With all this support, The
Bulldog Theatre Company once again
creates a high-quality product that the
students and community can really be
proud of. Come and see for yourself the
first week in November, the Lightnin’ Cast
opens on November 2, the Rockin’ Cast
follows on November 3.

What: The Bulldog Theater
Company Fall 2006 Musical: Grease

When: Thursday, November 2, 5
p.m.; Friday, November 3, 5 p.m. and 8
p.m.; Saturday, November 4, 3 p.m. and
7 p.m.; Sunday, November 5, 3 p.m.

Where: Orindalntermediate School,
Multi Purpose Room

How: Ticketsavailable at the door.
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Jack Bontemps for School
Board

Mr. Bontemps is a longtime resident of
Orinda. He has been on the Parks and
Recreation Foundation for many yearsand
active in school district projects and
committees for more than five years.
Bringing to the board this familiarity with
district issues, he is aready "up to speed”
and abletoimmediately and constructively

contribute to this community.
—Dr. Paul (Pete) Giers

Reward Success: Re-elect Pam
West

The Orinda Union School District now
ranks #1 in California in academic
performance and has managed to maintain
its arts, music, and science programs as
well.  This is a huge accomplishment
giventhefact that we are at the very bottom
in state funding. A few years ago our
teacher salarieswere solow wewere having
difficulty retaining qualified teachers. The
board worked hard to improve teacher
compensation and now wearenot only able
to retain our teachers, but also attract
talented new people into the district.

As a member of the Orinda School
Board, Pam West has worked tirelessly to
develop an atmosphere of openness and
cooperation among the administration,
teachers, and parents. Thereisareal spirit
of collaboration among all the groups
which hasresulted in outstanding programs
at every school inthedistrict. Pamhasalso
worked hard to keep our district on asound
financial footing and to implement the
district's strategic plan.

Excellent schools are the foundation on
which our community is built. | urge you
to re-elect Pam West for the continued
success of our terrific Orinda schools.

— Paul Attard

Severson for City Council

Sue Severson is an excellent choice for
Orinda City Council. In her nine years on
the Orinda Union School District Board,
Sue consistently balanced the unique needs
of Orinda schools with sound fiscal
management. As a result, the school
district, one of the lowest funded by the
state and with aging buildings, is on
relatively solid footing and with a
curriculum and management much stronger
than before her tenure. 1t may be the best
elementary district in the state and is
certainly in the top ten.

Sue is open, accessible, experienced,
knowledgeable, and fiscally careful. She
will work effectively with all partiesto get
the Pine Grove project back on track for
the benefit of the city, the schools, and the
community. Shehashands-on experience
with civic planning, transportation, and
infrastructure issues.

Pleasejoin mein voting for Sue Severson
for Orinda City Council!

— Carol Penskar

Can Count on Severson

I have known Sue since we moved to
Orinda 12 years ago —our daughtersarein
the same grade. During thoseyears, | can’t
think of atime when Sue wasn't leading a
major initiative for our schools or our
community. She was always recognized as
aleader, and | knew | could count on Sue
for clear-minded, impartial thinking about
any issue that arose.
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work, we will reclean the area for free.
And if you still are not pleased,
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After al of her duties as school board
member, parent’s club president, parcel tax
chairperson, and I’ m sure many moreroles
I’m not even aware of, | was absolutely
delighted to hear that Sue was willing to
take on yet another leadership role for our
community. Wearetruly fortunate that Sue
has decided to once again share her talents
with Orinda, and | urge everybody to jump
at the opportunity to vote for Sue for city
council member.

— Pam Rhodes

A Talented Leader

We both grew up in Orindaand have been
thankful that it continuesto beagreat place
to live and raise our family. Orinda is
currently facing big challenges as the
infrastructure ages and our roads
deteriorate. We need leaders who can
prioritize the many needs of our community
and allocate resources in a way that will
best serve all the residents of Orinda.

We are thrilled that Sue Severson has
stepped forward as a candidate for Orinda
City Council. We appreciated Sue's strong
leadership in guiding the Orinda School
District through very tough financial times
and her tremendous contributionsin getting
the school funding measures passed. Sue
fought hard to keep our schools on asound
financial footing. We know that she will
bring the same thoughtful, diligent
approach to prioritizing the needs of Orinda
and will work to use our limited resources
wisely. | know that Sue will consider the
needsof all residentsas shestrivesto ensure
that Orinda remains a truly remarkable
placeto live. Pleasejoin usin supporting
Sue Severson for Orinda City Council.

—Rick & Nancy Booth

Thank You, Orinda City Council
and Planning Commission

When issues affecting our street and
neighborhood came before the Orinda
Planning Commission and City Council, we
were extremely impressed with the time,
expertise, and professionalism that the
planning commissioners and council-
members thanklessly devote to our city on
avolunteer basis. After seeing the process
first-hand, wefeel that all Orindaresidents
owetheseindividualsawealth of gratitude
for their dedication to our city.

Wewere very sad to hear that Bill Judge,
mayor and city councilmember, is retiring
from his city council "retirement job"
because heissuch anintelligent, dedicated,
witty, and articulate leader with deep roots
inOrinda. Weare very fortunatefor thetime
that he served and realize that he deserves
a true retirement; we wish him and his
family the best.

Weweredelighted to hear that both Laura
Abramsand Amy Worth arerunning for re-
electionto thecity council. We are honored
that they arewilling to continue serving our

city...pleasere-elect thesetruly exceptional
leaders!
—Allison and John Banisadr

Time for a Change

It istime for change on the Orinda City
Council. The city council has failed to
properly plan or prioritize city projects or
apply any fiscal responsibility to city
spending. The city council has proven it
cannot exercise fiscal common sense by:

1. Spending morethan $12,500,000 on
new city council officeswhen theroadsand
infrastructure are failing under our feet;

2. Using zoning laws to strangle
businessesthat are needed to provide goods
and services;

3. Using zoning laws that make the
home remodeling process so restrictive and
onerous that few want to upgrade their
homes;

4. Taking out a $9.8 million loan,
without avoter approval, to build their new
city council offices;

5. Letting our roadsand infrastructure
get so bad that the city estimatesit will cost
more than $154 million to repair them;

6. Requesting $59.1 million for an
infrastructure bond, because that iswhat the
pollsters say may pass, which will repair
only 38 percent of the problem;

7. Failing to use the $10 million
received from the Gateway developer in
1996 on roads when the cost to repair was
substantialy less;

8. Allowing the city to build city
council offices and libraries without the
samepublic review processthecity council
requires of citizens; and

9. Causing our schools to lose more
than $4.5 million on the Pine Grove site.

The Orinda City Council is harming our
town and schools. Tom McCormick is a
businessperson with experience in set
prioritiesfor our tax payer dollars. Itistime
for change; for proper planning and
priorities, fiscal responsibility, and support
of our schools, vote for Tom McCormick.

— Daniel Worthington

Support McCormick

In 2002, my husband and | moved to
Orinda for the schools and the tight-knit
community. In 2004, my husband's job
took usfrom Orinda; wewereabletoreturn
in 2006. While | am thrilled to be back, |
am dismayed to find that many of the
problemsthecity faced before | left still sit
unresolved, and in some instances, made
worse. What has the city council been
doingfor thelast twoyears? My questions:

How could it be that the Pine Grove
project, lauded to bring needed revenue to
the schools and for the city, had not only
stalled but is now on the verge of being
cancelled?

How do the long term city council

[See LETTERS 2 page 23]
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membersjustify the fact we are faced with
a$154 million bill to fix our roads? Why
weren't solutions to the infrastructure
problem passed years ago beforeit became
a$154 million+ problem?!

And why, in the face of all these
challenging fiscal decisions, did the city
council quickly approve for themselvesthe
construction of new city council offices at
ataxpayer cost of morethan $12.5million?

We now have an opportunity to get rid
of the “deadwood” on the city council and
elect qualified people who have the ability
to properly prioritizeand planto limit fiscal
waste. Tom McCormick isacandidate for
Orinda City Council. | know a great dedl
about Tom's background, family, quali-
fications, and character. | have the utmost
confidence that Tom McCormick is the
most qualified candidate to address the
issues and bring solutions to our most
pressing problems. He has the support of
Steve Glazer, the only current city
councilmember who is able to effectively
address the problems facing our
community.

| urge everyone to vote on November 7
for Tom McCormick for Orinda City
Council. It is definitely time for achange!

— Christina Niehaus

Support McCormick and
Severson

We would like to encourage support for
both Tom McCormick and Sue Severson
for Orinda City Council this November.
Orindaisaspecial place, but there are many
important issues facing our city right now
— from a failing infrastructure, lack of
support for local businesses, an infamous
residential remodel/building process and
lack of decisivenesswith regard to the sale
of the OUSD property at Pine Grove. We
have every confidence that both Tom
McCormick and Sue Severson are very
qualified candidates and will tackle the
issues facing Orinda.

Please vote for Tom McCormick and
Sue Severson this November.
-- Carol Ann and Tom Barber

Severson for City Council

Orindaisacommunity fortunate to have
many talented citizens who commit their
time and energies toward making this one
of California’sbest communitiestolivein.
Sue Severson, a candidate for the Orinda
City Council isone of these citizens. Sue
has tirelessly supported measures to
improve our schools. Asan Orindaschool
board member and Miramonte Parents’
Club president, Sue has helped set the
foundation for adistrict that isnow the best
in the state. Sue was also an early leader
on disaster preparedness effortsfor the city.

To show our appreciation, in 2004 the
community voted her Citizen of theYear.
My husband and | have lived here for
over 28 years, and we can not think of
another city we would rather live in. We
remember how excited we were when,
through agrassrootseffort, Orindabecame
acity. That was 21 years ago and Orinda
is showing her age, especially the roads.
Just as the schools needed financial help,
now the city is faced with some tough
financial issues. | think that Sue Severson
issomeonewith the knowledge, dedication,
and sincerity who can help our community
resolvetheseissues, so Orindacan continue
tobeagreat placeto live. Fellow Orindans
please join mein supporting Sue Severson
for City Council. Thank you.
— Caroline Callaway

Time for New Leadership

We have a chance to elect three new
members to the Orinda City Council this
year. Thetimehascomefor new leadership
in our town. We finally have a bond issue
on the ballot (Q) to repair our streets that
should have been done by the council 15
years ago. Our streets are the worst in the
whole county. There are pot holes, cracks,
and sinking pavement. A temporary rusty
steel wall on Camino Pablo, at the entrance
to our city from San Pablo Dam Road, and
temporary steel plates on Camino Sobrante
that have been there for months.

About two yearsago, | asked athree-term
councilwoman why our streets arein such
poor condition, my answer was “We don’t
have the money.” When it came to selling
the old library, she was one of those who
voted to use it for a homeless shelter and
our streets just got worst, and it still has
not been sold. What little money that has
been spent on streetswas not used on heavy
traffic ones, but on the smaller ones and
cul de sacs.

Over the past 12 years, the priorities of
the council have changed, they seemto have
forgotten what city governmentisall about.
The first priority is the best safety and
infrastructure we can afford, not new
buildings and social issues. We have acity
hall (that is running way over budget) that
was not voted on by the people of Orinda.
Our old library would have been a shelter
for the homeless if the people had not
stormed the council meeting with threats
of recall. The Gateway project was on the
drawing board since | moved here 20 years
ago. How many tax dollarscould have been
used from this project for streets if the
council could have been more effective. |
have never seen a main business street of
any town designed as crooked and hard to
drive and park as Orinda Way. These are
just some of the problems that have not
been addressed by our councilmembersthat
have been there for two terms or more. |
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think it is time we have some fresh new
ideas and independent members who are
not part of the old guard. As a former
councilman from another city, | firmly
believe in the two-term limit that we had.

It makes good sense.
Voteyeson Q and votefor anew council.
— Gary Dubnoff

Support McCormick

We strongly encourage Orindans to
support Tom McCormick for Orinda City
Council this November. Our city is
currently facing many serious issues
including city roads that are un-navigable,
an unfriendly climate towards current and
prospective businesses, a planning
commission with amost hostile residential
building/remodel process, and lack of
decisiveness with regard to the sale of the
Orinda Unified School District property at
Pine Grove. While our current city
government has skirted many of these
issues, it is astonishing that anew city hall
could move effortlessly through the
planning process thereby denying the
citizens of Orinda a voting opportunity to
approve the $10+ million expenditure and
the loan required to fund the project.

We think it is time to infuse new ideas
and solutionsinto our city government. We
have every confidence that Tom
McCormick isthemost qualified candidate
to tackletheseimportant issues. Tom brings
with him a solid business and legal
background in addition to his extensive
community activism that will make him
uniquely qualified to meet the challenges
facing Orinda. Please vote for Tom
McCormick this November.

— Lucy and Al Talbot

Re-elect Laura Abrams

Please join me in re-electing Laura
Abrams to the Orinda City Council.

| have served with Laurafor thelast two
years and have found Laura's experience
and knowledge of Orindavital, particularly

with a new city manager and now a new
city attorney. Laurasfiscal experienceand
responsibility are key aswe moveforward
with amajor project to fix Orinda'sroads.
Laura has worked tirelessly to save the
Orinda Theatre and revitalize Theatre
Square and the downtown areas, including
serving with me now on the Downtown
Revitalization Sub-committee. Laura
wants to attract new businesses,
restaurants, and services to Orinda.

What has alwaysimpressed me the most
about Laura is her passion for helping
Orindaresidents, both individually andin
all of the neighborhoods, to resolveissues.
For example, Laurahasworked very hard
with the Lost Valley neighborhood to
resolvethe PG& E transformer noiseissue,
and has worked hand-in-glove with the
Manzanita neighborhood to scrutinize
EBMUD’splan to expand the Orindafilter
plant. Laura is proactive and always
concerned, from traffic safety problemsto
implementing safe routes to schools.

Let'ssupport LauraAbramsin working
to maintain and improve the quality of life
in Orinda.

— Victoria Smith
[See LETTERS 3 page 24]
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Measure Q Fair to Seniors

Earlier this year, the finance sub-
committee of the Orinda citizens'
infrastructure committee held an open
meeting that | attended as an invited guest
and an interested citizen of Orinda. Before
going to the city council and the city’s
voters, the sub-committee wanted another
independent group of citizens to review
their findings and make recommendations.
| was impressed by the thoroughness of
their report and |eft the meeting convinced
that the city lacked the resources to fix our
roads without going to the voters with a
genera obligation bond (now known as
Measure Q).

A complete copy of the report can be
found on the City of Orinda’'s website,
www.ci.orinda.ca.us, and | think once you
have read it, you will be impressed by the
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work completed by our fellow citizens.

One thing that particularly impressed
mewasthe concern the committee showed
to senior citizens, because the tax is
determined by assessed value not market
value, senior citizensarelikely on average
to pay less. Although | have not reached
the ranks of senior citizen yet, | think this
isfair giventheyearsof contributionsthose
long-term Orinda citizens have given to
make our city such a specia place. The
younger generation can carry more of an
obligation to keep Orindathekind of place
weadl enjoy living in.

A lot of thought went into Measure Q
and many various optionswere considered.
| am convinced that thisis our best hopeto
fix our roads, drains, and water linesin the
most cost-efficient manner. ThisNovember
7, I'll be voting yes on Measure Q, and |
hope you will consider doing the same.

— Eric Scaff

McCormick for City Council

We are writing in support of Tom
McCormick for Orinda City Council. The
exigting city council iscomprised of several
second and third-term council members
who are seriously out of touch with what
the majority of Orinda residents want for
their community. Moreover, in addition to
their disconnectedness, the city council has
operated in a shroud of secrecy for many
years, with little accountability to the
public. In addition to advancing their own
agenda, councilmembers have refused to
take strong leadership positions many
times, and it is the council’s collective
ineffectual governance that has eroded
much of Orinda. Physically, Orindariddled
with potholes, does not possess an adequate
emergency plan, and the infrastructure
(from sewers to water-pressure) is
dilapidated. It istime for a change in the
constellation of the council. Pleasejoin us
thisfall in supporting Tom McCormick for
Orinda City Council.

— Neil Gilbert and
Bekki Van Voorhis-Gilbert
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Support New Candidates and
Measure Q

| have enjoyed my first 21 monthson the
city council and feel that I’ m doing my best
to advance the goals that generated my
candidacy: careful stewardship of taxpayer
dollars, openness in government, greater
support for the schools, sensible and
balanced rules for home remodels,
improved public safety, and greater city
focus on improving our roads.

If you have been following our local
council affairs, you know that there has
been some encouraging progress on afew
of these matters but much morework needs
to be done. That is why I'm writing to
enthusiastically endorse Tom McCormick
and Sue Severson for Orinda City Council
and urge ayes vote on Measure Q.

Tom McCormick, along with his wife
Stacy, arewonderful parent volunteers and
civic boosters. Tom's legal and business
background makes him well qualified to
focus on city problems regarding finance,
infrastructure, and local business growth.
He has four children in Orinda public
schools and shares our passion for better
city-school relations. He has been
recognized for his many contributions
ranging from coaching Orinda baseball to
mentoring troubled youths.

Sue Severson isone of the most gracious
and generous citizen leaders we have in
Orinda. From her two terms on the school
board, to her leadership of our schools
community campaign to her current
position as head of the Miramonte Parents
Club, Sueis an extraordinary civic leader.
She and her husband Ral ph have set such a
wonderful example of giving back to the
community and I’'m thrilled that she has
offered to serve on the council.

Finally, Measure Q is a thoughtful plan
to fix our roads, drains, and water pipes.
Not everyone agrees that the city has set
appropriate spending priorities in the past
or used the available funds for road repairs
in a sensible manner. But | can say
unequivocally that this a smart, fiscally
prudent plan, and it has my full support.

Please consider joining mein supporting
Tom McCormick and Sue Severson and
voting yes on Measure Q.

— Steve Glazer

Form Orinda Fire District

Measure Q on the November Orinda
ballot isabond for roads, drains, and water
pipes. It will cost Orindans $120 million.
The roads do need to be repaired. The
question is: How should we pay for it?

We could tax ourselves for the next 32
years with an annual tax rising to $601 in
2014 for a house having an assessed value
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cleaning
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Water
damage

Odor
removal

of $1 million. Alternatively, we could
withdraw from the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District (MOFD) and form our own Orinda
Fire District. To get anideaof the savings
which this would make possible, consider
the following: The average cost of wages
and benefits for all permanent fire district
employeesisover $200,000 per permanent
employee per year. Keep in mind that a
college degree is not required for either
firefighters or paramedics. Furthermore,
most firefighters have their own businesses
on the side (since they work two days on
and havefour daysoff thisisvery feasible).
Firefightersat age 50 with 30 years service
can retire with pensions of 90 percent of
their highest salary, and pensions increase
with inflation. As a consequence, in the
long run we will have two complete staffs,
one working and one retired. Retirement
at age 50 cannot be justified in Orinda or
Moragaasasafety measurefor firefighters,
since we have no high-rise buildings and
very few fires. Almost all activity is
ambulance-related, which isnot strenuous.

To get an idea of the savings possible
from having an Orinda Fire District,
consider that Orindans pay approximately
$9 million in property taxes and Moragans
pay approximately $5 million to the
Moraga-OrindaFireDistrict. Since Orinda
and Moraga are supposed to be equal
partners, this comparison indicates that if
Orindans havetheir own firedistrict paying
reasonable wages and benefits, Orindans
should be able to reduce fire district costs
to Moraga's $5 million. This would free
an annua $4 million in property taxes for
upgrading Orinda roads. Another $2
million will be available from the new
property taxesfrom the new Pine Groveand
Montaneradevelopmentsin Orinda. If we
sell thenew Orindacity officesand put the
city offices in the old library, another
$600,000 is available. Altogether the
available money is $6,600,000 each year.
This is as much as can be economically
spent in ayear.

Don't be misled by claims that Orinda
hasthreefire stationsand Moragaonly two.
Orinda's three fire stations have a staff of
nine firefighters while Moraga's two
stations have a staff of 8. Also, Moraga
has adedicated ambulance and Orindadoes
not.

— Clyde Vaughn

Nay-sayers Have Facts Wrong

| was chagrined to notethat letter writers

in the September Orinda News were the
same nay-sayers who always oppose any
proposal put forth by thecity. | amwriting
because their letters are so full of
[See LETTERS 4 page 26]
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MIRAMONTE HIGH SCHOOL

Miramonte Hosts Public Speaking

Tournament

By ARIEL GLAZER
Student Writer

iramonte High School’s highly

accomplished public speaking team
hosted the first congressional tournament
of the school year on September 30.
Numerous schools from across Northern
California came to Miramonte to debate
five state or national issues.

The competing students were divided
into two separate chambers, the house and
thesenate. New studentsbeganinthe house
whereas more experienced students
competed in the senate. Students debated
a variety of important issues facing our
nation today including legislation to create
a federal funding database accessible
onling, to protect anonymous sources, to
raise the federal minimum wage to eight
dollars, to donate one billion dollarsto help
reconstruct Lebanon, and to reduce carbon
emission levelsin Cdifornia

Studentswho placed in the top three spots
inthe housewere ableto moveto the senate.
Miramonte students Chelsea DeVries,
Anthony Galarza, Jared Hein, Madison
Houseworth, Jake Huhn, Raymond Lau,
Celia Rosas, Anirudh Sapru, and Kurt
Spindler were awarded first place in the
house while Kate Marie Engberg, Lisa
Gilbert, Cheryl Hori, John Martello, Phoebe
B. Schmidt, and ClaraTsao received second
place, and Patrick Cook was given third
placein his house chamber.

In the senate, Miramonte’s Nico Kirk-
Giannini, Alina Hasanain, Meredith
Madnick, and Pierre Thompson placed first
with Lana Olmer receiving second place,
andAliaFite, Evalmber, Ali Karol, Jordan
Moshe, and Christina Pabst placing third.
Each section of the house and senate had a
presiding officer that facilitated the debate.
Inthe house, Jusneet Beasley, Cheryl Hori,
Madison Houseworth, and Eric Obeysekere
were awarded the best presiding officers
and Quinn Casey, Rachel Davis, Nico Kirk-
Giannini, and Tony Wang were the best
presiding officersin the senate.

Miramonte High School has a strong
history of sending many students to state
and national tournaments in both congress
and individual events.

At a previous national tournament in
Dallas, Texas, Jessica Copper and Nico
Kirk-Giannini competed in the final round
in the house of the national congress
tournament and were ranked ninth and
seventh in the nation. Charlie Sprague
competed in the final round in senate and
was a winning presiding officer in the
preliminary rounds. Alina Hasanain and
Tony Wang also advanced in secondary
events.

Miramonte public speakers now turn
their attention towards upcoming congress,
debate, and individual event tournaments
where they hope to continue to receive
outstanding rankings and placements
during the academic year.
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LETTERS

0 LETTERS 4 from page 24

misrepresentations, | could not remain
silent.

Clyde Vaughn complains about the $17
million cost of the new city offices, but
neglects to mention that this expense is
spread out in mortgage payments over 30
years. Healso neglectsto mention that the
city wastold to vacateitstemporary trailers
on the Pine Grove property, that thereisno
available space in the city, and that rent
would cost more than mortgage payments
over that time span. Then hethrowsinthe
red herring of the old library site having
been promised as the space for these
offices. But, he neglects to mention that
the council later discovered that the old
building was prohibitively expensive to
bring up to code for offices and wasn't a
large enough space anyway. The council,
after several public hearings on the subject,
decided to pursuethe current project. This
decision had the added bonus of making
the old library site available for senior
housing.

Janet Maiorana brings up the fire
district’spensions. Whilethese may beout

of linein her opinion, the city has nothing
to say about them. Shesaysthefiredistrict
should have spent money on water pipes,
but these pipes are actually the
responsibility of EBMUD. Since EBMUD
now has a policy of repairing pipes only
when they break, weignore the situation at
our own peril. There is a reason the
insurance industry has classified Orinda a
“high fire danger” area. The fire flow tax
shementionshasbeen spent retrofitting and
re-building fire stations — so that the
buildings will not collapse during an
earthquake. It has also been spent
expanding paramedic and ambulance
service to Orinda, an important goa since
75 percent of the calls to the fire district
are medical emergencies.

Bottom line, even if the City of Orinda
had spent every cent of its budget since
incorporation, there wouldn’t have been
enough to repair our infrastructure. And,
even if Mr. Townsend were correct in his
assertions that the city has squandered our
tax money on “social programs,” what
good does that do us now? The all-
volunteer infrastructure committee worked
independently for two years, conducted
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numerous public forums, and has devised
the best possible solution. Please read the
information at www.fixorindaroads.com.
Support Measure Q in November.

— Ellen Dae

Measure Q: Yes Or No

If you will vote yes: you agree with the
plan to issue a bond to improve roads,
drains, and water pipes; you agree with the
plan to provide a one-time fix to these
infrastructure problems; you agree that
Orindahasacrisissituation whichisfixable
by spending millions without any
accountability indicated.

If you will vote no: you agree to vote
against Measure Q because it throws good
money after bad; you agree it lumps three
problemstogether and asksfor alump-sum
solution; you agree Orinda’s roads are in
despicable condition dueto obvious neglect
by the elected officials over many years,
you agree it will take years to restore the
roads; you agree to encourage a plan to
reduce the bond amount to meet fiscal
levels; you agree to support the idea that
drains and water deficiencies would be
fixable in like manner; you agree to
recommend that Measure Q be rejected,
thereby, forcing elected officials to spend
our money more prudently; you agree that
our elected officials must rethink this
spending proposal so it becomes tolerable
financially.

— Howard Rogers

Oakland Fire Survivor Says Yes
on Measure Q

| remember the 1991 Oakland/Berkeley
Hillsfirelikeit wasyesterday. At thetime,
| was living with my newborn son and
husband in Berkeley, and it was one of the
scariest days of my life. Soon thereafter,
we moved to Orinda and | was stunned to
learn that many of Orinda's fire hydrants
might not have enough water to fight afire
-- thekind of fire that ravaged the Oakland
Hillsunchecked waspossiblein Orinda. So,
| supported Measure N back in 2002.
Unfortunately, despite the fact that over 60
percent voted for the measure, it fell just
short of thetwo-thirdsrequired for success.
This year, a group of citizens came
together and, at their urging, the city put
Measure Q, a general obligation bond
measure to fix Orinda's roads, drains, and
water lines on the ballot. | fully support
Measure Q and | am writing to urge all

Orindans to vote Y ES on November 7.
— Kitty Guptill

Need Measure Q

The City of Orinda has a pressing
infrastructure problem — deteriorating
roads, failing drains, and insufficient water
flow to fight firesin many areas. | am an

MIT educated engineer and was amember
of avolunteer citizens' committeethat spent
two years developing a solution to this
growing problem. Only after exhausting
all other possihilities did we recommend a
bond measure, now called Measure Q that
will appear on the November ballot. Some
will argue the city should change its
priorities and fund the problem within
existing and future revenues. None of us
wanted additional taxes, but we discovered
theproblemissimply too largefor thecity’s
projected budget. Inthefirst nine years of
the program, we will need to spend an
average of about $6 million per year to get
ahead of this growing infrastructure
problem. There is no way a city with an
annual budget of $9 to $10 million can
rearrangeits prioritiesto fund thisamount.
Furthermore, the longer we wait the more
our roads deteriorate whilethe cost to repair
increases. We need action now to avoid an
even larger bill later! Please vote yes on
Orinda’'s Measure Q!

— Dennis Fay

Solution to Horrible Roads

Orinda neighbors, at last a practical
solution to the horrendous state of our city's
roads! Prepared by a citizens' committee
of experts in finance, engineering and
public policy, and carefully crafted after a
two-year study, Measure Q — Fix Orinda
Roads—will be on the ballot on November
7.

A "Yes' vote on Measure Q will repair
our roadways, fix the drainage beneath our
streets where many water pipes provide
insufficient water to put out a house fire,
and bring the city's worst water lines and
fire hydrants up to today's fire standards.

Our roads, drains, and water pipes are
our city'smost important infrastructure, yet
Orinda's pavement condition was ranked
last of 100 cities in the region by the Bay
Area's Metropolitan Transportation
Commission.

The sooner we act, the cheaper the fix.
Don't be fooled by opposition mentioning
costs. Measure Q creates financial
safeguards, annual audits, and a citizens'
oversight committee, and insures that all
money will be spent onfixing roads, drains,
and water lines. Measure Q alows usto
start solving the problem instead of just
complaining about it.

Qur schoolsarethefinest, our homesare
of great value; surely our roads can be
brought to the same standards. Let's fix
Orindaroadswith a"yes" vote on Measure
Q!

--Maria Eberle

Aging Infrastructure

We live in a great town: fine schools,
lovely weather, many parks; but we have
[See LETTERS 5 page 29]
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WAY TO GROW

pond?

Nhay to Grow in Orinda

Wishing for a water feature? - Pondering a

Steve & Cathy Lambert k28

|

ater features are an increasingly

popular addition to many suburban
landscapes. A water feature can add a
graceful, natural focal point to your garden
whileinviting more wildlife such as birds,
frogs, ladybugs, and dragonflies to visit.
Children are also drawn to and fascinated
by water. Our son Walker and his friends
spend hours along the shore of our own
backyard creek, floating boats, skipping
stones, catching frogs, tadpoles, minnows,
and the occasional crawfish.

Another benefit of adding water to your
garden is the calming, almost hypnotic
effect of water. Water catches your eye as
it reflects the movement and color of the
surrounding plants and fills your ears with
its soothing songs. In our yard, we have
several water features including: a blue,
bubbling pot with yellow water lilies; two
fountains; and a horse trough full of water
plants and fish with an antique water pump
flowingintoit. Thisfall, we plan tofinally
add a pond and waterfall.

Our focus for this article is on water
gardensin theform of pondsand waterfalls.
Back in 1993, we had the good fortune to
meet Greg Wittstock at a national
landscaping trade show. Wittstock, who
calls himself “the pond guy,” was
introducing his company, Aquascape
Designs, and his revolutionary pond
products and pond building techniques.
Since that time, we have used these
products exclusively and believe his
building methods are the best available.

When people add apond to their garden,
they want it to appear as if nature put it
there. Thereisnothing natural or even good
looking about a pond built with a concrete
bottom and sides. A rubber liner isthe best
method for containing the water in your
pond, however, aring of flat stone around
the perimeter to hold down the edges of an
exposed, black linear doesn't ook “nature
made” at all.

The Aquascape approach to pond
building looks far more natural than any
other method we've seen. The pond and
waterfall, which cyclesthewater in and out
of the pond, are both lined with a 45-
millimeter black linear, which is then
completely covered by varying sizes of
rocks and gravel. Aquascape uses a box-
style skimmer with a submersible pumpin
the bottom which is easy to hide at the
pond’s edge. The filters are located in
another submersible box that can be hidden
in the waterfall.

Thekey toinstalling and enjoying alow-
maintenance water garden is to build and
maintain it as abalanced ecosystem just as
Mother Naturewould. Thisrequiresagood
circulation/filtration system to keep the

water flowing and a balanced ratio of fish
to plants. The fish and plants both create
and compete for the ecosystem’s nutrients
that will starve any algae out of your pond.
I’ simportant to recognizethat the presence
of fish actually reduces your pond
maintenance. The fish contribute to the
balance by consuming plant nutrients and
bugs and excreting waste nutrients.

A sufficient amount of rocks is also
necessary to help reduce algae growth.
Lastly, you'll need to add beneficial
bacteria (a powder based additive) to your
pond on a regular basis. Many pond
enthusiasts believe that a UV sterilizer is
required to keep your pond balanced, but
if you follow Aquascape’s balanced
ecosystem as outlined above, a UV
sterilizer is not needed.

When considering a pond, many of the
concerns we hear from our clients revolve
around fish and the fear of loosing them.
However, the varieties of fish that most
peopleput intheir pond are very hardy. Koi,
for instance, have been known to be passed
down from generation to generation in
Japan. Both koi and goldfish are extremely
adept at finding their own food. In fact,
people over-feeding their fish is a much
more common occurrence than pond fish
dying from starvation.

Pond owners also worry about loosing
their pond fish to predators like raccoons,
herons, and snakes. If your pond is built
with relatively straight sides and the depth
is at least 20 inches, raccoons are not a
problem because raccoons are waders, not
swimmers. As for heron, they are the
biggest threat to pond fishin Orinda. Heron
can spot a fish meal from 200 feet in the
air. Your best defense from having aheron
fly off with your fish isusing adecoy and/
or motion controlled sprinklers. You can
also protect your fish from heron by
building some rock ledges into your pond
which provides your fish with a place to
hidefromtheir prey. Snakesfortunately are
not a problem as there are no fish eating
snakesin our area.

Another big concern people have about
pondsisthat they will draw mosguitoes. A
stagnant pond with no fish will draw
mosquitoesand other bugs, aswell. A pond
with moving water, however, makes it
difficult for mosquitoes to breed and the
few that do come to visit your pond will
become instant fish food.

The first step when planning to add a
pond to your garden is to determine your
priorities. Will it be ahome for goldfish or
koi or isyour main desireto add the beauty
of water plantsto your garden? Most people
opt for both fish and plant life in their
ponds. Perhapsall you really want isto add
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the soothing sound of flowing water.

If your pond plan includesfish, avoid the
number one mistake of making your pond
too small. The best water gardens include
both fish and plants and are relatively
shallow —no more than 30 inches deep. Koi
ponds are alittle more demanding as they
require a minimum of 1000 gallons of
water. We make koi ponds at least four feet
deep.

Some koi enthusiasts will protest that a
pond built with arock and gravel base, as
recommend in the Aquscape method, is
unhealthy for the fish. There have been
several studies conducted on thistopic, and
none have shown a gravel bed of lessthan
two inches to be detrimental to koi health.
In nature, koi are bottom feeders who root
around in the gravel and mud with their
whiskers for food. It has been our
experience that koi in gravel-less ponds
often make it a challenge to have healthy
plant material because the fish will uproot
the plants by turning over their containers.
We have also observed that koi in a sterile
pond without a gravel base appear to be
bored and listless.

If you desire to simply add the sound of
flowing water to your garden with aslittle
maintenance as possible, then a pond-less
waterfall would be a great option. Pond-
less waterfalls work well where space is
limited. Some beautiful bog plants can be
grown in thistype of water feature aswell.

The second step in planning your pond
isto decide where it will be placed. Ponds
do not thrive in extreme amounts of shade
or sun. If thewater getstoo warm, you will
have problems controlling algae. If your
pond is in too much shade, your water
plants won't grow. Although it's best to
choose an area with some existing shade,
adding new plantsin and around your pond
can help increase the shade to an
appropriate level. If you must build your
pond in full sun, it's important to cover at
least two-thirds of the surface water with
pond plants. Another factor in determining
your pond’s location is the species of any
nearby trees. Oak, pine, and redwood leaves
all releasetanninsin water which will result
in tea colored pond water.

A water garden could be the perfect
replacement for that perpetually brown
patch of grass, those ugly shrubs or that
high maintenance tree you've been
grumbling about. Adding apond will bring
more color, life, and movement to your
garden and it will draw you and the kids
out of the house and into the yard.

If you have an interest in attending a
hands-on pond building seminar, call 254-
4797 or email gardenlights@comcast.net.

For more information on Kkoi,
check out Dr. Johnson's website at
www.mynewpond.com and for more
information on Aquascape designs go to
www.aguascapedesi gners.com.
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Medical Health Physician, and Author

After all, it’s your mental health.

As a mental health physician, Dr. Gordon specializes in helping women
and men like you better manage the pressures of everyday life with
psychotherapy and medication.

Dr. Gordon has been an Orinda resident for over 25 years and prac-
tices in Orinda. People have chosen her to help them resolve prob-
lems of depression, anxiety and troubled relationships, or to simply
cope with the day to day stress of the home and workplace.

Call Dr. Gordon today to schedule your initial consultation.

After all, it’s your mental health.
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ON THE CALENDAR

NOVEMBER

2 Orindalntermediate School, production of Grease, 5p.m., also 11/3 (5 p.m.
and 8 p.m.), 11/4 (3 p.m. and 7 p.m.), and 11/5 (3 p.m.). Tickets at door.

3 Junior League's“Artful Living Tour” featuring five distinctive Orindahomes,
10 am. —4 p.m., benefits children at risk, (925) 284-3740.

4 Farmers Market, intersection of Avenidade Orindaand OrindaWay, 9 am.
—1p.m., aso11/11, and 11/18 with cooking demonstrationsby Lesley Stiles
from 10 am. to noon.

Community Center Auxiliary, Holiday Bazaar, Community Center, Satur-
day, 10 am. — 5 p.m., aso Sunday, Nov. 5 at 11 am. — 5 p.m., 254-2445,
booth application at www.ci.orinda.ca.us.

10 Miramonte High School, Matador Market Place, holiday shopping from 4
p.m.—6 p.m., also 11/11 from 11 am.—4 p.m.

11  MiramonteHigh School, production of The Laramie Project, 7:30 p.m., also
11/16-17 at 7:30 p.m., (925) 280-3930.

Pacific Chamber Symphony, Mozart program, L afayette-Orinda Presbyte-
rian Church, 8 p.m., (925) 931-3444.

14  St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, Lecture/Discussion: Growth of the Asian
Economy and Its Impact on Global Energy Use, 7:30 p.m., 66 St. Stephen's
Drive, www.ststephensorinda.org.

16 Lamorinda Moms Club annual preschool fair, Oakwood Athletic Club,
Lafayette, 7 —9 p.m., (925) 939-3937.

17  Aestheticsart exhibit featuring artist Lori Beth Katz, opening reception 6 —8
p.m., show continuesthrough 1/13 at Aestheticsin Theatre Square, 253-1471.

21 Orinda Senior Village, 10 artists exhibit their works through 12/31, Orinda
Library Gallery, opening reception 11/21 from 6 — 7:30 p.m.

OrindaBooks, Orinda Owlsdiscuss Beth Gutcheon’s Leeway Cottage, 7 p.m.,
254-7606.

OrindaBooks, World Affairsbook group, discusses The | srael -Pal estine Con-
flict: One Hundred Years of War by James L. Delvin, led by Daisy Daymond,
(925) 935-1565.

DECEMBER

1 St Stephens11™annual Messiah Sing, 7:30 p.m., www.ststephensorinda.org.

3 WomenSing, Welcome Yule!, holiday concert, 4 p.m., Lafayette-Orinda Pres-
byterian Church, (925) 974-9169, repeats 12/6, 8 p.m., First Congregational
Church, Berkeley.

NOVEMBER AT THE LIBRARY

ADULTS

1  Book Group, 7 p.m. Thank You for Smoking by Christopher Buckley.

2 Friendsof theOrindaLibrary book sale, 10am., also 11/9, 11/16, and 11/30.

CHILDREN

7  Toddler Lapsit, Stories, songs and bounces for infants to children age three
and their caregivers, 10 am., repeats 10:30 am., also November 8, 14, 15, 21,
22,28, and 29.

16 Book Bingo!, celebrate National Library Week with agamefeaturing favorite
literary characters, ages 7 and up, 3 p.m.

18 Saturday Morning Live!, family storytime for children ages three to five,
10:30 am., Picture Book Alcove, also November 25.

For more information on library programs, call 254-2184.

NOVEMBER CLUB MEETINGS

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary, Postino’sin Lafayette, 7 am. every Friday, 254-0440,
ext.463.

Orinda Lions Club, Europa Restaurant, 64 Moraga Way, every Tuesday at 12:15
p.m., 254-0482.

Orinda Rotary, Community Center, every Wednesday at noon, 254-5537.

Orinda Association, Orinda Library, May Room, second Monday, 7:30 p.m., 254-
0800.

Orinda Historical Society, third Wednesday of the month, OHS Museum, 3 to 5
p.m., 254-1353.

Orinda/Tabor (Czech Republic) Sister City Foundation, fourth Thursday of the
month, 7 p.m. social, 7:30 p.m. meeting, call 254-8260 for |ocation.

CITY/FIRE/SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER
Acalanes Union High School District
First and third Wednesdays, district office, 1212 Pleasant Hill Road, L afayette,
7:30 p.m.
City Council
First and third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, www.ci.Orinda.ca.us.
Historic Landmarks Committee
Fourth Tuesday, 3 to 5 p.m., Library Garden Room, public is welcome, for
information, please call 788-7323..
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Third Wednesday, 7 p.m., Administration Building, 1280 MoragaWay, Moraga.
Orinda Union School District Board of Trustees
Second Monday, 4 p.m., OUSD Conference Room, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindak12.ca.us.
Planning Commission
Second and fourth Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, 253-4210.
Parks and Recreation Commission
Second Wednesday, 7 p.m., Community Center, room 7, 254-2445.

CALENDAR BY LYNDA LEONARD
Send calendar items to chrislavin@earthlink.net

November Concert and Senior Art Exhibit

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Orinda resident Lawrence Kohl (center) conducts the Pacific Chamber Symphony.

alented local residents will provide

exciting opportunities for arts lovers
this November. The Pacific Chamber
Symphony will perform at the Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian Church (LOPC) on
November 11 at 8 p.m. Conducted by
Orindaresident Lawrence Kohl, the group
will play Snfonia Concertant for Molin,
Viola, Cello, and Orchestra, Eine Kleine
Nachtmusik, and Mozart's Symphony #41,
"Jupiter" as well as German dance music.
LOPC is located at 49 Knox Drive in
Lafayette. Call (925) 931-3444 for ticket

reservations.

For those who prefer the visua arts, be
sure and visit the Orinda Library Gallery.
Ten artists from the Orinda Senior Village
will be exhibiting their works from
November 21 through December 31. Art
work will include three-dimensional forms
as well as paintings. Many of those
exhibiting have been practicing artistsand/
or teachers for many years while others
have taken up art later in life. A reception
with the artists takes place on November
21 from 6 - 7:30 p.m.

SALLY HOGARTY

Anabelle Cilman shows one of her paintings that will be on display at the orinda Senior Village Artists

exhibit.

SOHEILA SMITH, BROKER

CARING, KNOWLEDGEABLE AND

ISN'T IT TIME WE MET?

(925) 963-1284

WORKING FOR YOU.

SAINT
MARY's

\|CoLLEGE
== | OF CALIFORNIA

The Committee for Lectures, Art and Music presents

Caterpillar Soup
Wednesday, November 15 at 8 p.m.
LeFevre Theatre

A fall from atree four years ago changed
Lyena Strelkoff's life forever. In an instant, the
talented actress, dancer, and writer became a
paraplegic. Undeterred by her new physical
limitations, this courageous artist integrated
her experience into a powerful, one-woman
show.

"Caterpillar Soup combines gentle lyricism,

dry humor, and radiant spirituality. Strelkoff's

vast emotional range could melt granite.”
—Los Angeles Times

Call (925) 631-4670 for tickets or go on-line to
www.stmarys-ca.edu and click on “arts.”
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glaring deficiencies in our aging
infrastructure.

How you can drive—bump! —on Orinda’'s
roads and not want Measure Q to pass is
beyond me. We are in real danger of fire
with our pipesand safety system. We were
saved from the fire that engulfed the
Oakland hills just by the change of the
wind.

Measure Q hasbeen carefully studied and
planned by a citizen’s committee in
connection with the fire district and
financia analysts.

| urgeyou to vote yeson Measure Q. My
car will really appreciate it!

—Midge Zischke
Vote for Orinda's Measure Q

Orinda has great schools, a beautiful

classified ads...

Computer Services

Recent Miramonte Grad providing computer ser-
vices in Lamorinda area includes: OS upgrades,
software/hardware install, networking trouble
shooting, consulting. Will find best electronics
deal. (925) 899-8879 or brett@orindatech.com

Macintosh technical services for busy profes-
sionals. Apple certified with OSX. Specialist in
desktop publishing, database & Internet solutions.
Get the help you need today. Call 254-5467.

Adventure Boot Camp for Women. Get results
and have fun! Loose the gym and your old rountine.
Outdoor exercise class. 1 hr/day, 3, 4, or 5 days/
week, 4 weeks. Laf. 5:30a.m., W.C. 9 a.m.; (925)
457-4587; www.contracostabootcamp.com.

Studio.

Art classes at Lafayette
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Memberships

Meadow Swim & Tennis Club wants you! Fall Po-
lar Bear Swim Program & year round tennis. Join
now while memberships are still available! Lo-
cated at 20 Heather Lane in Orinda. Contact Julie
Morrison at 258-9713.

All Ears Pet Sitting Services. Attentive pet care
in your home. AM & PM visits, dog walks. Orinda
resident, vet recommended. Bonded and Insured.
(925) 253-8383 or allearspetsitting@sbcglobal.net

Animal House. Reliable & Caring Pet Care Ser-
vices. References, insured and bonded. Local resi-
dent. (925) 254-3677.

Affordable Yard Cleanup & garden services. Fall
pruning, planting, leaf raking, gutters cleaned &
other projects. Experienced Orinda resident w/
references. Honest, friendly, efficient. Charles.
Home: 254-5533 Cell: 528-9385.

European Housecleaning Services. Reasonable
prices, excellent refs. 10 yrs. experience. Elizabeth
(925) 602-5372.

Small jobs, cleaning yard, garage. 30 yrs in
Lamorinda. Ken 376-7197.

Vacation Rentals

z
=

Big Island Of Hawaii Lovely Beach House, 3BR/
2BA Kohala Coast. (510) 527-2009 HaleLea.com

Big Island, Hawaii New, 2BR/2BA immaculate,
designer owned golf villa. www.time4hawaii.com
(510) 681-4294 Waikoloa Beach Resort.

TAHOE
North Lake Tahoe - Carnelian Bay 4 BR/4 BA,
3000 sq. ft. sleeps 12. Rentourtahoehouse.com.
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1 Buy 1950’s Furniture Danish modern, Herman
Miller, Knoll wanted. 1 item or entire estate! Call
Rick at (510) 219-9644. Courteous house calls.

Garage/Studio for working artist. Orinda resident
15 yrs. 254-8832.

semi-rural setting, and an involved and
active citizenry. What Orindadoesn't have
is good roads, drainage, or enough water
pressureto adequately fight firesin all parts
of the city. In asurvey of 100 Bay Area
cities, Orindaisranked last in the Pavement
Management Index indicator of road
quality. Most of Orindaisin adesignated
high fire danger area. The city had a
committee of experts, including both the
head of the Contra Costa Transportation
Authority and the Alameda County
Congestion Management Agency work on
the problem for two years. What they found
isthat not only do our roads rank last, but
they are getting worse and getting worse
fast. Thelonger we delay fixing them and
the drainage and water pipes that underlay
them, the more expensive the fix will
eventualy be.

Given the experience of the Oakland
Hillsfire, no one should question the need
to have adequate fire flow to our hydrants.
The committee held several community
forums as well as consulting government
financing experts and engineers. The
solution they arrived at is a financing that
leverages funds from the city, EBMUD,
Moraga-Orinda Fire, and Measure Q.
Please join with me and other concerned
Orindans in supporting Measure Q.

—Wick Smith

Moment of Truth

Theresidents of Orindaare headed for a
moment of truth on November 7. That, of
course, is Election Day when we get the
chance to vote up or down on Measure Q.
Passage will authorize the sale of bonds
which will help pay for somerepairsto our
roadways, fix drainage pipesthat arein the
worst shape, and bring the city’s worst
water lines and fire hydrants up to today’s
fire standards.

We al know that Orinda’s taxpayers go
cheap, never first-class when they are
paying for infrastructure or school
construction (contrast our schools’
appearance with those of similar suburbs
back east). So, what we need, at a bare
minimum, is Measure Q. The vocal
opponents and prolific letter-writers
sincerely believe, in a most visceral way,
that waste is rampant at all levels of
Orinda’s city government and that tax
dollarsareaways spent inefficiently. | have
watched the city council for 21 years do
the best job they knew how, hire the most
dedicated employeesthey could find for the

money offered, and yet tolerate gadflieslike
Ray Davis and his current imitators, who
never let up on their criticism. City council
personsarepaid zip for their labors, but the
gadflies probably don’t see that as much of
abargain.

So, Orindaresidents out-vote the “no on
any new taxes” minority by at least atwo-
to-one margin and pass Measure Q, the
bare-minimum to upgrade our worst streets,
water lines, and drains.

—Peirce McKee

Measure Q the Right Direction

Orinda voters find themselves at a
crossroads concerning the condition of
Orinda sinfrastructure with Measure Q on
the November ballot. To put it bluntly, itis
put up or shut up time. Measure Q does not
cureall our city’sinfrastructure needs, but
itisasignificant step intheright direction.
Itisajoint effort, using citizen funds from
Measure Q plus$3.4 million from Moraga-
Orinda Fire District, $1.2 from East Bay
MUD, $500,000/year for five years from
the City of Orinda, plus alowing Orinda
to devote its $900,000 year road budget to
those local streets not included in this
measure.

Measure Q is a well thought out and
balanced list considering the scope of the
problems we face.

Should avoter beinclined to vote no on
Measure Q, | ask that voter to ponder the
aternative. If we don't pass Measure Q,
we will see our roads further deteriorate
increasing the cost of future repairs way
beyond current estimates, and leave the city
potentially vulnerable to a major fire
disaster.

Please vote yes on Measure Q.

— Pete Wilson

Orinda Roads/Drains/Water
Lines

Among the numerous ballot measures
confronting Orinda voters this November,
one stands out as presenting uswith an easy
decision. Orinda’s infrastructure is in
obvious need of repair. The roads are the
worst in the Bay Area. Our drains don’t
function. Water lines are inadequate to
prevent fires from consuming entire
neighborhoods, as they did in the Oakland
hills in 1991. Measure Q provides funds
for correcting only the worst of these
problems. The cost to homeownersisabout

$160 per year. The investment is returned
in multiples through savings in avoiding
continued short-term patch repairs, wear
and tear on our cars, and the peace of mind
that we've armed ourselves with to fight
potentially tragic fires.

— Wayne and Jo Alice Canterbury

Supporters of Measure Q

| hope you will consider joining Bill
Judge, Amy Worth, LauraAbrams, Victoria
Smith, Steve Glazer, John Wyro, Gene
Gottfried, Pete Wilson, Tomi Van de
Brooke, Riki Sorenson, Patricia
Rudebusch, Glenn Alper, Linda Landau,
Pam West, Vanessa Crews, Katy Foulkes,
Jean Lyford, Sue Severson, Dick Heggie,
Bobbie Landers, Joyce Hawkins, Gregg
Whestland, Allan Tabor, Aldo Guidotti, Joe
Harb, Art Haigh, Dennis Fay, Elisabeth
Jewel, Bob Mills, Roger James, Allan Hall,
Mike Emmons, Robert McCleary, Rob
Kobal, Patti Camras, Chris Haskell, Kitty
Guptill, theboard of directorsof the Orinda
Chamber of Commerce, the board of the
Orinda Association, Friends of the Orinda
Creeks, T. Wesley Ayers, Barbara Boster,
Roberta Caldera, Wayne & Jo Alice
Canterbury, Stephanie Casper, Liddy Clark,
Christina Cordoza, L. Evan Custer, Nancy
Daniels, Pat Dunn, Graydon Elliot, Natalie
H. Fay, John Fazel, Jim & Julie Fulford,
Pete & Caroline Giers, Steve & Tish
Harwood, Bea Heggie, Ellen Hoffnagel,
Bill & Marcia Humphrey, Randy
Holleschau, Robin Jones, Dan Judge, Joey
Judge, Bob Jungbluth, Carole Lynne & Ed
Keller, Cecilia Klevan, Jennifer & Eric
Knutson, Kathryn Korn, Charles Kurnow,
Jim Landau, Gretchen Latimer, Charles
Levine, Allen Lescure, Sue Littlehale,
Milton Liu, Bruce Macler, Susan Marqusee,
John K. Markey, Tom McCormick, Chuck
& Joyce McCoy, Jan & Ralph McDonald,
Peirce McKee, Joseph Meckes, Aliza &
Peter Metzner, Peter & Elizabeth Miller,
Marshall & Jackie Moran, Elisabeth &
Peter Muller, Terry Murphy, Jill Pernald,
Stephen & Patricia Paddock, Maya
Rappaport, Ruth Riddell, Dana & Richard
Sankary, Ralph Severson, Jan Singer, Rich
& Jan Sjoberg, Wick Smith, Will Smith,
Daniel Smith, Ann Sorenson, Roger Squire,
JohnVan de Brooke, Joe & MarilynWalsh,
Flo & Carl Weber, Gloria Weston, Lucy
Hupp Williams, Amelia Wilson, Larry
Wood, Tom Worth, and Midge Zischke
(partial list) in their support of Measure Q!
— Alex P. Evans

2006-2007
Publication Schedule
Issue Deadline
Feb December 18, 2006

March January 15, 2007

line ($10 minimum)

Name

Orinda News classified ads ...

Your ad in The Orinda News reaches 9,000 households

and businesses in Orinda!

There are 32 spaces per line. Count each letter, punctuation mark, and space between words.

Category

Adratesare$5pa» 000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

« For Sale Address

Number of Lines

Cars

Musical Instruments®  City

Zip Phone

Email

Sports Equipment
Miscellaneous

Writeyour ad in theboxesbelow with oneletter, spaceor punctuation mark in each box. Cost is$5
per line: $10 minimum.

* Help Wanted
« Household Services

Caregivers

Domestics
House-Sitting

« Instruction

Music Lessons
Tutors

Miscellaneous

* Pets
* Pet Care

* Rentals

* Services
« Vacation Rentals/
Home Exchanges

« Wartted receipt.

Enclose your check payable to The Orinda Association and mail to Orinda News, P.O. Box 97, Orinda, CA
94563. We reserve the right to reject any ad. Classified ads must be prepaid. Your cancelled check is your
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CoreKlnehcs

PILATES
EXERCISE AND REHAB WITH

COREKINETICS
IN ORINDA

PRIVATE AND SEMI PRIVATE SESSIONS
EQUIPMENT AND MAT WORK
RESISTANCE, NON-WEIGHT BEARING
PROMOTES WELL BALANCED,
EFFICIENT MOVEMENT IN YOUR DAILY
LIFE!

925708-3279
50 Vashell Way #120

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

Maureen Wilbur
For the 3R's of Real Estate
e Relationships
e Resources, and
e Research

Earning High Marks From
Clients

Maureen Wilbur
Previews Property Specialist
International President's Elite

Coldwell Banker
Orinda, CA 94563
925-253-6311 VM

www.MaureenWilbur.com

Serving Orinda For 28 Years |

Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
Complete Handyman Services

254-9545

www.AtbRemodel.com

References Proudly Given E
small Jobs Welcome [

|

Hecinal » Flumiseg = Larpeniry @ Liryenall ﬁ
JI- libe » Wirshoess = Lhmss = Pl = Dvcks

Gardeﬂ L| hJ[S landscape &

pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Servicesin...

Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry
Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
Pool / Spa Design & Installation
Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

We design & install with just one call.
925-254-4797

Free Consultations

Pondering a Pond?
Call us about our
upcoming
_Pond Building Seminar

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years. Bonded - Licensed & Insured

Art Exhibit at Aesthetics in Theatre Square

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Sheila McNulty of Aesthetics is currently displaying a solo exhibit of work on recycled material by
artist Renee Bareno through November 11. The above work is called "Thank-you Ma'am," a 2006
oil painting on recycled canvas. Aesthetics, located in Theatre Square, is open Tuesdays - Fridays
from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturdays 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

[ ] Chamber’s Corner

Next Big Event!
Mark your calendarsfor the Chamber

and the Hospice of Contra Costa
Foundation's annual tree of lights
ceremony. This year's festivities take
place on Saturday, December 9, at 4:30
p.m. in the Orinda Village parking lot.
Mayor Bill Judgewill greet participants
before turning on the 1400 lightsin the
centuries-old oak tree. Eachlight onthe
tree represents the life of a loved one
who is being honored or remembered.

Music will be provided by theterrific
choruses from the varous Orinda
elementary schools. Hot cider, popcorn,
and cookies will be served. And, don't
forget, the arrival of that very special
guest, Santa Claus, aboard a fire truck
ready to take pictures and hear the
wishes of the children.

For more information, contact the
chamber at 254-3909.

Orinda’'s Chamber Welcomes Its
Newest Board Member

Herb Hofvendahl of “ Simple Reverse
Mortgage Solutions” has joined our
ever-growing board of directors. Herb
is a prominent member of Orinda's
business community and comes to us
with fresh ideas and great insights as to
how to help promote our local business
community. Welcome, Herb!

Farewell and Thanks!

The Orinda Chamber would like to
say “thanks” to resigning board
members, Cindi Girgisof “Hilton House
and to Gail Woznak, Orinda’s branch
manager of the Bank of Walnut Creek.
Both Cindi and Gail worked tirelessly
to support the chamber’s effortsand they
will be sorely missed. Thanks to both
of youl!

gratltude

brings

Come share your
gratitude to God!

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE

Thursday, November 23, 10AM - 11 AM

Hymns ¢ Scripture Readings
Grateful Sharing
No Collection ¢ Children Welcome

Christian Science Church
22 Orinda Way (next to the Orinda Library)
254-4212
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of '84). Dan is married to Renie and they
live in Moraga, where Dan coaches their
three boys in LMYA soccer and MBA
baseball. “My previous job required a lot
of travel. | made adecision to work closer
to home so | could be closer to my family,
and as a result, we can spend more time
together,” he says.

In addition to coaching, Dan serves as a
Cub Scout master and is highly involved
withYoung Life ChristianYouth Outreach.
Hewas past master counselor of OrindaDe
Moloy, a Masonic youth organization for
young men.

The Gannett family hasalong history of
civicinvolvement that includes Jean serving
aspresident of Moraga Soroptomist in 1988
and on the Orinda Rotary Board. Next year,
Jean will serve as the community outreach
chair for the East Bay Financial Planning
Association Board. “Our family approaches
things by being involved in community
service organizations. We look for waysto
help others. Itisvery important tous,” adds
Dan.

Working with familiesover timeincludes
ongoing businessrelationshipswith several
generations of a family. “We can help
connect our client with the necessary
resources he or she needs in order to meet
financia andliving needs. Thismay involve
partnering with anetwork of advisors such
as an attorney or aCPA. We enjoy helping
people redize their financial goals,” says
Jean, who is acertified financial planner.

For more information please call Jean
Gannett or Daniel J Gannett at 254-7766.

L ong Running Family Affair Salon

On November 3, sisters Toni Mayell and

Charlotte Peebles, along with their father,
Mario Sison, celebrate the 25-year
anniversary since the establishment of the
Sison Salon in Orinda. Located at 134
Village Square, between the Orinda Pet
Food and Supply and the Orinda Frame
Shop, Sison Salon is a bright and cheery
place. Windowsthelength of the shop allow
an abundance of sunlight that is reflected
by the mirrorsinside.

“My mother thought it would be nice to
haveafamily business, and | give her credit
for coming up with the idea,” says Toni
Mayell. “My dad Mario hasbeeninthehair
styling business for 40 years, and prior to
our starting Sison Salon, he was in a
partnership with the Coiffure Hut, also
located in Orinda,” she adds. The father/
daughters or sisterg/father (depending on
your point of view) partnership hasenjoyed
successover theyears, and thetrio continue
today, with Charlotte and Toni each having
over 30 yearsof experienceinthebusiness.

Toni Mayell is a graduate of the Vidal
Sassoon Training Center in San Francisco,
and her sister Charlotte received her
training at the Universal Hair Dressers
School in Walnut Creek. “We appreciate
our clienteleand enjoy doing hairstylesfor
three generations of Orindans. | have
grandmothers, mothers, and daughtersthat
areregular clients, and in some cases, there
are afew clients| have had since | wasin
beauty school,” smiles Toni. The shop is
known for specializingin color and perms,
with haircuts starting at $50. Mario Sison
continues to cut hair and create hairstyles
on Mondays and Tuesdays by appointment.

Sison Salon is open Tuesday through
Saturday from 9 am. to 6 p.m. For more
information or to schedul e an appointment,
please call 254-0234.

VALERIE HOTZ

Sisters Tony Mayell (L) and Charlotte Peebles and their father Mario Sison celebrate the 25th

anniversary of the family salon.

Interior Remodeling

Serving LAMOKRINDA
& THE EAST BAY
Simee 1983

LARPENTRY / ELECTRICAL / FLUNMBING

TERRY HEIMBACH

General Canfractar
“Certifled Home Improvement™
Liccrme SSEFFES
(925) 933-3027

Pk, B 3429 Wl e, CA 558
emalt borry Bl bachod vabeo com

Web Site: www.terryvheimbach.com

Bottomley Farm

@ Unique and innovative horsemanship
classes

@ Campsfor children and adults year-round

@ Small classsize and individual attention
from certified instructors on well-trained,
well-cared-for school horses

@ Sign up for holiday camps and winter
semester now.

10 minutes from Lamorinda

bottomleyfarm.com

1131 Bear Creek Road 925.228.3766

RKE} R:?Ea-tal’: & Inevating fnce 1966

Reynold Makes Yowr Transaction Smooth and Easy,
Whethor Buying or Saliing A Homa.

Family Residences
Vacation Homes
Investment Properties
Financial Strategies
Proparty Management
Senlor Citizen Discounts

Cull Beynold Todey {B00) B35-T441
W) vasadl Wy, Sufte 280 & Drinda, C8 HRGT & [925) I53-5100

Welcome Joe Wood!

Discover a Smarter
Way to Bank

at our Orinda office.

“Um delighicd o br abls Te conlimee fe
serie b Lamorinda area. [ espedially
valur the refafiomships Pee develeped
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Putting a Personal Face
on the Face of Business

Valerie Hotz

To send items for consideration, email
Hotz at v.hotz@att.net

Morrison’s Jewelers

Morrison’s Jewelers was established on
Shattuck Avenue in Berkeley in 1923 by
William Morrison, and today this fine
jewelry family-owned businessis managed
by a fourth generation family member,
David Berryhill.

Located in the Crossroads at 35 Moraga
Way, Morrison’s shiny, floor-to-ceiling
glasswindow stretches the entire length of
the storefront, displaying a variety of fine
jewelry and gift items. This past summer
Berryhill oversaw the remodel of the
premises that included refurbished glass
display cases, new countertops, exquisite
dark gray carpet, and striking faux Venetian
plaster paint for thewalls named “American
Clay.”

“We realized about half of our business
was from Lamorinda. My father, Matthew
Berryhill, and | decided to move the
business here in 1994. We place an
emphasison old-world personal serviceand
offer quality repair and custom design
jewelry,” says Berryhill, who grew up in
Moraga (Campolindo class of '85), as did
his wife, Monica (Campolindo class of
'87). The couple has an 8-year-old daughter
Kylie and 6-year-old son Bryan. They live
in Dublin where Monica teaches autistic
students at Dublin Elementary School.

Morrison’s carries today’s top jewelry

designers such as Toby Palmeroy and
Michael Sugarman, aswell as SwissArmy
watches. “Thegeneral publicismorebrand
conscious today than ever before. We have
changed our inventory over the past few
years to include much more contemporary
styles. Often, customers come in looking
for a brand name and each designer has a
special niche. For instance, Toby Palmeroy
is ecologically conscious. He buys all
reconstituted gold from arefiner. In effect,
thereisno fresh gold (which requires strip
mining) in any of hisjewelry. ElImaGil is
known for invisible set jewelry,” explains
Berryhill.

Personal service is a key element of
Morrison’scustom design jewelry. “ Thisis
really our specialty. We have three
goldsmithson our premises, Gregg Tysland,

- e
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David Berryhill of Morrison's Jewelers.

Nick Tutino, and Jeremy Stoller. Jeremy is
also a graduate gemologist, and he is
extremely knowledgeable about minerals.
Our goldsmithswork with each customer’s
vision. After putting together ideas of what
a customer wants, the goldsmith sketches
thedesign. Next during the design process,
the goldsmith carves a wax model of the
piece and once a customer approves the
design it is then cast,” explains Berryhill.
Thestaff alsoincludesLisaSouleand Inger
Thorsen, who offer superior customer sales
service.

In addition to fine jewelry, Morrison’s
carries enduring gifts for the very special
peoplein your life, including silver bowls,
crystal pieces, silver spoons, and cups for
baby, gold and silver cuff links, money
clips, and business card cases. You may
choose from hand or machine engraving
that is done on the premises.

A longtime member of the Orinda
Chamber of Commerce, Morrison’s
Jewelers has been a proud sponsor of the
Orinda Film Festiva in years past. If you
are like alot of people who enjoy getting
their shopping done early so they can enjoy
the holiday season, drop by Morrison’s
soon. Morrison’sisopen Tuesdaysthrough
Fridays 10 am. to 5:30 p.m. and Saturdays
10 am. to 5 p.m. David Berryhill can be
reached at 253-9227.

Gannetts Keeping It All in the Family

Jean Gannett, CFP, registered principal
of Associate Securities Corp. has been in
the personal financial planning business
since 1987. Recently her son, Daniel J
Gannett, joined the firm as a registered
representative. In addition to offering
persona financial planning services, the
firm speciaizes in financia planning for
small businessesand islocated at 18 Orinda
Way, sharing offices with estate planning
attorney Robert McNair.

“We have clients in many states and

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Jean Gannett and her son Daniel offer personal
and business financial planning.

countries. Our background in business
gives us experience to advise businesses.
We focus on three factors that include
personal wealth management, business-
based wealth management, and insurance
productsthat contributeto thefirst two. We
help people determine their own financial
goals, and we also offer suggestions and
methods to help them achieve their goals,”
explains Jean.

In a profession that is highly regulated,
both Jean and Dan have passed a battery of
examinations in order to get the required
licensesto sell securities, mutual funds, real
estate, and various insurance products
including health and lifeinsurance. Daniel
J. Gannett has a strong background in
corporate event management and has been
focusing on marketing since joining the
firm as a partner this past summer.

Jean Gannett is married to Henry J
Gannett, owner of Park Place Rea Estate
and Mortgage. Henry is a registered
principal with Associate Securities Corp.
and helpsout from timeto time. The couple
moved to Orindain 1980, and both of their
children graduated from Miramonte High
School (Sherie, class of '83 and Dan, class
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